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2019-2020/SCTP/11 

 

Minutes of a virtual meeting of the APC Subcommittee on Courses and Teaching Programs (SCTP) held 

Thursday, April 23, 2020 at 3:00 pm via Zoom.  

 

PRESENT:   Jacquie Bede (Acting Chair), France Bouthillier, Hamid Etemad, Sue Laver, Fiona Lees, Arun Misra, 

Cara Piperni, Carolyn Samuel, Cindy Smith (Secretary to SCTP), Joe Sullivan   

REGRETS:  Chris Buddle  

GUESTS:   Dr. Hang Lau, School of Continuing Studies  

     Dean Carola Weil and Dr. María Sierra Córdoba Serrano, School of Continuing Studies 

OBSERVER: Mr. Andrea Di Stefano, Enrolment Services 

     

 

Information on SCTP Course and Program Guidelines and past SCTP meeting Minutes/Notes may be found at 

www.mcgill.ca/sctp.  

 

SCTP members were requested to provide the SCTP Secretary, in writing, any suggested changes to documents 

in terms of grammatical errors or typos within 24 hours following the meeting to complete the meeting Minutes 

without delay. 

 

11.01 The Agenda was approved as circulated. 

 

11.02 The Minutes from the last meeting held April 9, 2020 were approved as circulated. 

 

11.03 BUSINESS ARISING 

None. 

 

11.04 SCHOOL OF CONTINUING STUDIES – 19-SCTP-04-20 

Department of Career and Professional Development 

Certificate in Applied Cybersecurity (30 cr.) 

Dr. Lau presented a proposal for a new online certificate developed to address the increasing need for staff in the 

rapidly growing area of cybersecurity. This is a program that provides the fundamental basics of cybersecurity at 

the introductory level.  The program provides students with sufficient background for those who wish to pursue 

taking professional order exams; however, does not specifically prepare them for the exams.  The Department 

plans to offer the program synchronously to a local target audience, but if the program evolves then it will be 

offered asynchronously in the future to a more global audience.  It was noted that there was much market 

research done on the need for this program, and the industry representative included in the focus group was 

quite enthusiastic about this program. 

SCTP requested: 

• revise program description to specify that this is a foundational program that covers basic and introductory  

content of the subject; the following suggestion was made “This online program focuses on the foundational 

skills and competencies necessary for cybersecurity personnel.  The program  includes both theoretical and 

practical experiences in IT networking and secure network infrastructures designed to anticipate and protect 

against cyber threats, fraud, data breaches and other vulnerabilities”; remove from the description the 

designations [e.g., SSCP, etc.], as this program does not specifically prepare students for these exams; 

• add the course delivery platform to the executive summary;  

• correct title for course CMIS 422 – “Systems” should read “System” in both the proposal and the summary  

 document; 

• completed budget assessment and the Provost’s approval of APB’s recommendations.  

New program approved; it will be reported to APC once the revised documents and the Provost’s budget 

approval have been received and the latter reviewed by the Acting SCTP Chair or the Associate Provost 

(Teaching & Academic Programs). 

  

 

http://www.mcgill.ca/sctp


SCTP – |April 23, 2020 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2 
 

 

11.05 GRADUATE AND POSTDOCTORAL STUDIES – 19-SCTP-04-21 

School of Continuing Studies /Department of Translation Studies 

M.Sc.(Applied) in Multilingual Digital Communication; Non-Thesis (45 cr.) 

Secretary’s note:  The proposal sent to SCTP was the incorrect version, which indicated this proposal as a self-

funded program.  Dean Weil confirmed that this is not a self-funded program, as this was changed to a regulated 

program following consultation with the Associate Provost (Teaching & Academic Programs). 

  

Dean Weil and Dr. Serrano presented and responded to questions concerning this new online degree program 

proposal.  This new program is developed for mid-professionals that hold an undergraduate or Master’s degree.  

It coincides with McGill’s teaching priorities to meet learners’ needs by adding resources and quality.   

 

There was discussion regarding the degree designation (M.Sc.) for a program that does not require a B.Sc. or has 

a deep focus in science. The proposers explained that for similar programs, M.Sc. was used by North American 

Universities, whereas M.A. was used by British Universities. Therefore, though they feel that the 

M.Sc.(Applied) degree designation appears to be the most appropriate to use for this program, SCTP 

commented that some of  the consultations obtained noted that students in M.Sc. programs normally hold a 

B.Sc. degree.  Dean Weil clarified that this is an applied M.Sc. program [M.Sc.(Applied)], which is intended for 

professional learners.   

 

Dean Weil indicated that being a regulated program will allow graduate students from other McGill faculties to 

take these courses for credit in their own programs.  SCTP noted that given that this M.Sc.(Applied) program 

would be offered online, this may pose issues for American students with federal loans that are in a foreign 

university.  This may particularly be an issue for students in other McGill faculties who could potentially take 

these courses unaware of this issue. 

  

It was noted by the proposers that there is potential in the future to offer stackable graduate certificates to 

complete this M.Sc.(Applied) program. 

  

Though it is recognized that the School is well positioned to offer an online M.Sc.(Applied) program, the desire 

for broader consultation was raised in consultation reports and by some SCTP members.  It was noted that with 

the COVID-19 emergency that the University is currently experiencing, it is difficult at this time to conduct 

broader discussion and consultation of this program.  Professor Bede, Acting SCTP Chair, discussed these 

concerns with Associate Provost Buddle.   

SCTP requested: 

• revise the course proposals to indicate the correct schedule type of “WB = Web Course” and indicate the  

 hours per week appropriately;  

• completed budget assessment and the Provost’s approval of APB’s recommendations.  

 

Given that the course proposals for this program were not complete, the Acting Chair felt that it was 

inappropriate to vote on the program but that it was important that the program be discussed.  

For further review at the next SCTP meeting. 

 

11.06 OTHER BUSINESS 

The following document was received by SCTP – there were no queries.  

a) 2019-2020 Acting Chair Report 13 to SCTP March 26, 2020. 

 

The meeting ended at 4:35 pm. 

 


