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2021-2022/SCTP/07 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the APC Subcommittee on Courses and Teaching Programs (SCTP) held Thursday, 

March 3, 2022 at 3:00 pm via Zoom.  

 

PRESENT:   Madeleine Buck, Chris Buddle (Chair), Andrea Di Stefano, Sue Laver, Carolyn Samuel,  

     Cindy Smith (Secretary to SCTP)   

 

REGRETS:  Jaye Ellis, Claire Guyatt, Arun Misra, Cara Piperni 

 

GUESTS:   Professors Caroline Riches and Joe Levitan, Faculty of Education 

     Associate Dean Mike Fronda, Faculty of Arts 

     Professors Tim Evans and Alayne Adams, Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences 

            

 

Information on SCTP Course and Program Guidelines and past SCTP meeting Minutes/Notes may be found at 

www.mcgill.ca/sctp.  

 

The Chair requested that SCTP members provide the SCTP Secretary, in writing, any suggested changes to 

documents in terms of grammatical errors or typos within 24 hours following the meeting in order to complete 

the meeting Minutes without delay. 

 

07.01 The Agenda was approved as circulated. 

 

07.02 The Minutes from the last meeting held February 17, 2022 were approved as circulated. 

Secretary’s note:  Item 06.04 Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies – 21-SCTP-02-12, Graduate Certificate in 

Foundations in Health Sciences Education (15 cr.), SCTP requested that two courses be spanned D1/D2; upon 

further consultation with ES and clarification by the proposers, it was agreed that those two courses do not need 

to be proposed as D1/D2 courses and will remain as single-term courses. 

 

07.03 BUSINESS ARISING 

None. 

 

07.04 FACULTY OF ARTS – 21-SCTP-03-13 

With the Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences, School of Population and Global Health 

B.A.; Faculty Program in Population and Global Health (54 cr.) 

Associate Dean Fronda along with Professors Evans and Adams joined the meeting to present and respond to 

questions concerning this new degree program.  This new interdisciplinary program responds to the need for an 

undergraduate program that fosters a global state of mind and to provide training for students to have the skills 

to tackle complex health-related challenges both locally and globally.  The admission requirements are 

somewhat analogous to those that the School of Social Work use for their B.S.W. program; comparatively as 

what is done by the School of Social Work, the School of Population and Global Health will be involved with 

reviewing applications and admitting students to this program with the intention of building a diverse cohort of 

students.  The admissions pathway will meet the traditional B.A. program GPA.  The program will have a 

separate enrolment path from the existing B.A. programs – the proposers have had discussions with Enrolment 

Services staff to develop this process.  This program will be excluded from the Faculty of Arts multi-track 

program; students will take elective courses for the remaining credits to meet the B.A. degree requirements.  The 

SCTP Chair noted that a Memo of Understanding has been created between the two Faculties, which has been 

signed by the Dean of the Faculty of Arts and the Dean of the Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences. 

 

In response to a query concerning some of the objections indicated within the consultations obtained, Associate 

Dean Fronda and Professor Adams noted that three or four rounds of consulting the units were conducted, and 

any substantive concerns or minor objections received to add another unit’s course was dealt with by omitting 

these courses from the program.  Any concerns within a consultation were addressed by the proposers. 
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07.04 FACULTY OF ARTS – 21-SCTP-03-13 

With the Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences, School of Population and Global Health 

B.A.; Faculty Program in Population and Global Health (54 cr.) [continued] 

In response to a query concerning how will students be monitored to ensure that they choose the courses that are 

limited to a specific stream, Professor Adams noted that this will be done via advising; some flexibility will be 

needed if students are unable to choose all credits from a specific stream due to course availability.  The 

overseeing program committee will monitor the creation of new courses and course retirements and revise the 

program accordingly. 

 

It was noted that the model of competencies was well thought out, and this seems like an exciting program. 

 

There was discussion concerning recruiting a diverse demographic cohort of students and how to reach out to 

some of these diverse high schools.  Enrolment Services may be able to provide advice on reaching students and 

how to make the program more accessible to them – contact Gillian Nycum. 

 

As blended learning is mentioned in the executive summary, it was suggested that the program description 

include that some courses will include synchronous and asynchronous activities.  Professor Adams noted that 

they will ensure that in-person teaching is available for students that may have U.S. government financial aid so 

as not to put their funding in jeopardy. 

 

In response to a query concerning the mentoring activities available for students, Professor Adams indicated that 

they would match undergraduate students with either graduate students or faculty members for training and to 

support students’ success; this will be different from academic supervision.  It is premature at this time to 

specify the mentoring activities within the program description, but it is a consideration for the future after the 

program has been offered for some time. 

 

It was noted that the community-engaged learning course and workload will be monitored by the faculty person 

responsible for the course and this person will ensure appropriate workload for students.  At least two students 

will be assigned to each site, and students will be informed about the number of work hours expected of them 

and the deliverables, which the faculty person will also discuss with the host organization.  A practicum 

placement coordinator will also be involved with these placements.  Associate Dean Fronda mentioned that 

there is considerable experience to draw upon to ensure equity in workload among students, including the 

Faculty of Arts Internship Office. 

 

The SCTP Chair noted that the Provost’s budget approval memo was received. 

SCTP requested: 

•  to avoid confusion, so students do not view this as a professional program, revise “competency-based 

program” in the program description and executive summary to indicate “competency-based approach”, and 

revise “Areas of concentration” within the description to read “Areas of focus” or “Areas of specialization”; 

also, include in the description that blended learning will be used for some courses, which includes 

synchronous and asynchronous activities; “indigenous” should be revised to read “Indigenous” throughout the 

documents; 

•  revise complementary-course text to refer to the number of credits and not the number of courses; 

•  provide a rationale for the new subject code “GPHL” proposed by the School – it is defined as “Global and 

Population Health, which does not coincide with the program’s major of Population and Global Health; 

•  remove NUTR 401 from Stream 3 [allow students to take as an elective] because if this 1-credit course is 

chosen as a complementary course, students will either have 19 or 22 credits from that Stream; if it is kept, 

adjust the Complementary-Course credits and the program’s overall credits; 

•  revise the third note in Stream 5 to read “Students must take both ECON 230D1 and ECON 230D2”; 

•  Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences approval should be indicated within the approvals box; 

•  update “Dentistry” in the executive summary to read “Dental Medicine and Oral Health Sciences”.  
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07.04 FACULTY OF ARTS – 21-SCTP-03-13 

With the Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences, School of Population and Global Health 

B.A.; Faculty Program in Population and Global Health (54 cr.) [continued] 

NOTE:  The Ministry, along with other external reviewers, will need to approve this new degree program – it 

may not be offered, advertised, or listed within the eCalendar until final Ministry approval has been received by 

the University.   

New degree program approved with these changes; it will be reported to APC for further approval once these 

revised documents are received. 

 

07.05 GRADUATE AND POSTDOCTORAL STUDIES – 21-SCTP-03-14 

Faculty of Education, Department of Integrated Studies in Education  

M.A. in Second Language Education; Non-Thesis - Project (45 cr.) 

Professors Riches and Levitan joined the meeting to present and respond to questions concerning this new 

concentration/option of an existing program.  The proposers explained that this proposal is in line with what the 

Department offers in terms of non-thesis programs – others offer a project concentration/option and a course 

work concentration/option; Secretary’s note:  the Department’s existing non-thesis program is also being revised 

to change the concentration/option title to M.A. in Second Language Education; Non-Thesis – Course Work to 

distinguish the two programs.  In response to a query concerning whether the Department expects an increase in 

student enrolment or just a redistribution of students, Professor Riches indicated that they expect a redistribution 

of students.  The Department has been asked by some of their students to complete a project in the non-thesis 

program, which the Department was not prepared to allow due to the lack of project courses; therefore, the 

Department is also proposing two new project courses.  She noted that some international students who take the 

Department’s thesis program would be better suited taking a non-thesis project program. 

 

It was not clear if the language course that may be taken as an elective should remain as “formally” or if 

“formerly” would be more appropriate.  Professor Riches responded that both would be appropriate, as the 

intention is to avoid having students choose a language that they have previously studied in school.   

SCTP requested: 

•  delete the credits from the program description – these are obvious by the program requirements; 

•  revise the referral to the language course within the electives section to be clear; 

•  update the table of programs offered by the Department to remove the highlighting from the box for the Non-

Thesis – Project – Gender and Women’s Studies, as the Department does not intend to propose such a 

program as part of the M.A. in Second Language; Non-Thesis program;     

•  correct program title in executive summary – “Non-Thesis” omitted;  

•  submit the proposal for new course EDSL 696.    

New concentration/option of an existing program approved; it will be reported to APC for further approval once 

these changes and the new course proposal are received. 

 

07.06 OTHER BUSINESS 

The following documents were received by SCTP – there were no queries.  The Chair reminded members that they 

may contact the Secretary if there are questions concerning proposals contained within these reports: 

a) 2021-2022 AP (T&AP) Report 5 to SCTP – January 6, 2022; 

b) 2021-2022 AP (T&AP) Report 6 to SCTP – January 27, 2022. 

 

The meeting ended at 4:15 pm. 


