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2013-2014/SCTP/07 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the APC Subcommittee on Courses and Teaching Programs (SCTP) held Thursday, 

March 13, 2014 at 2:30 pm in Room 301 of the James Administration Building.  

 

PRESENT:   James Clark (Acting Chair, after 3:30 pm), Julie Côté, Marie Dagenais, Ollivier Dyens (Chair, until 

3:30 pm), Louis Hermo, Amber Lannon, Fiona Lees, Yuhan Ma, Fernanda Macchi, Laura Nilson, 

Cindy Smith (Secretary to SCTP), Claire Stewart-Kanigan 

 

GUESTS:    Professor Dan Nicolau, Faculty of Engineering 

      Dr. Linda McHarg, Faculty of Medicine 

      Ms. Marie-Lee Hendrykowski, Faculty of Medicine 

       

 

07.01  The Agenda was approved as circulated. 

 

07.02  The Minutes from the last meeting, held February 27, 2014, were approved as circulated.  

 

07.03  BUSINESS ARISING 

(a)  School of Continuing Studies – 13-SCTP-01-15REVISED 

Professional Development Certificate (12-45 CEUs) 

Following consultation with the SCTP Chair, the School revised the document to incorporate changes.  An 

electronic review was conducted, and SCTP members made suggested changes to the document. 

SCTP’s suggested revisions: 

• page 2, Rationale, last paragraph concerning Convocation, second to last line revised to read “… ceremonies     

but distributed by the faculty/school upon …”; 

• page 3, Item 1) Definition revised to read “… micro-program of not more than forty-five …” 

New program definition approved; it will be reported to APC for approval. 

 

07.04  GRADUATE AND POSTDOCTORAL STUDIES – 13-SCTP-03-19 

Faculty of Arts 

Department of Art History and Communication Studies 

M.A. in Art History; Gender and Women’s Studies (45 cr.) 

New concentration of existing thesis program will replace the non-thesis concentration that will be retired.  The 

Department introduced a thesis program to replace the non-thesis M.A. program in December 2012.   

SCTP queried: 

• whether the effective date should read “201405” – this is the term to indicate for the summer semester; 

• when the program retirement proposal for the existing non-thesis concentration will be submitted to ES. 

SCTP’s requested change: 

• revise first sentence following the list of 3 complementary coursework to read “OR, a 3-credit option-approved     

course, at the 500, 600, or 700 level, taught outside …”  

Secretary’s note:  Clara Spadafora, Senior Manager – Management of Academic Records within ES, confirmed 

that up to a maximum of a third of the student’s [graduate] program course work may be completed via the IUT 

[Inter-University Transfer] process – 3 credits is acceptable to indicate within a graduate program. 

New concentration of existing program approved; it will be reported to APC for final approval. 

 

Department of Philosophy 

Ph.D. in Philosophy (0 cr.) 

Major revisions included:  required course deleted; required courses credit weight decreased; some 

complementary courses and descriptive sentences deleted; Logic Requirement added.  SCTP noted that the logic 

requirement included undergraduate-level courses that indicated a grade of B+ or better was required for a 

passing mark; the passing grade for undergraduate-level courses taken by graduate students is a grade of B-.   
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The wording of the logic requirements could be interpreted as contradicting the failure policy – GPS should be 

consulted for accurate wording. 

SCTP’s suggested changes: 

• consider listing the logic requirement courses as program prerequisites; 

• consider revising PHIL 685 to be an introductory-level logic course or be a more appropriate course to meet  

the logic requirements, instead of listing undergraduate courses [PHIL 210 or PHIL 310]; 

• consider cross listing one of the undergraduate logic courses with an appropriate slot or topics course [at the 

500 level or higher] that could replace PHIL 685 as the logic requirement. 

For review by SCTP. 

 

Ph.D. in Philosophy; Environment (0 cr.) 

Major revisions included:  required course deleted; required courses credit weight decreased; Logic 

Requirement added.  SCTP noted that the logic requirement included undergraduate-level courses that indicated 

a grade of B+ or better was required for a passing mark; the passing grade for undergraduate-level courses taken 

by graduate students is a grade of B-.  The wording of the logic requirements could be interpreted as 

contradicting the failure policy – GPS should be consulted for accurate wording. 

SCTP queried: 

• whether the complementary courses and text should be deleted from this program as was done for the Ph.D. in       

Philosophy proposal. 

SCTP’s suggested changes: 

• consider listing the logic requirement courses as program prerequisites; 

• consider revising PHIL 685 to be an introductory-level logic course or be a more appropriate course to meet  

the logic requirements, instead of listing undergraduate courses [PHIL 210 or PHIL 310]; 

• consider cross listing one of the undergraduate logic courses with an appropriate slot or topics course [at the 

500 level or higher] that could replace PHIL 685 as the logic requirement. 

For review by SCTP. 

 

Ph.D. in Philosophy; Gender and Women’s Studies (0 cr.) 

Major revisions included:  required course deleted; required courses credit weight decreased; Logic 

Requirement added (that listed undergraduate-level courses).  SCTP noted that the logic requirement included 

undergraduate-level courses that indicated a grade of B+ or better was required for a passing mark; the passing 

grade for undergraduate-level courses taken by graduate students is a grade of B-.  The wording of the logic 

requirements could be interpreted as contradicting the failure policy – GPS should be consulted for accurate 

wording. 

SCTP queried: 

• whether the complementary courses and text should be deleted from this program as was done for the Ph.D. in       

Philosophy proposal. 

SCTP’s suggested changes: 

• consider listing the logic requirement courses as program prerequisites; 

• consider revising PHIL 685 to be an introductory-level logic course or be a more appropriate course to meet  

the logic requirements, instead of listing undergraduate courses [PHIL 210 or PHIL 310]; 

• consider cross listing one of the undergraduate logic courses with an appropriate slot or topics course [at the 

500 level or higher] that could replace PHIL 685 as the logic requirement. 

For review by SCTP. 

 

Faculty of Medicine 

Department of Epidemiology, Biostatistics and Occupational Health 

Ph.D. in Epidemiology; Population Dynamics (0 cr.) 

M.Sc. in Public Health; Non-Thesis – Population Dynamics (60 cr.) 

These concentrations have been developed, and will be coordinated, by faculty members affiliated with the 

Centre on Population Dynamics at McGill.  These options will provide students with more structured training 

opportunities in this field. 

New concentrations (two) of existing programs approved; they will be reported to APC for final approval. 
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Ingram School of Nursing 

M.Sc.(Applied) in Nursing; Non-Thesis – Primary Care Nurse Practitioner (45 cr.) 

M.Sc.(Applied) in Nursing; Non-Thesis – Nursing Services Administration (49 cr.) 

M.Sc.(Applied) in Nursing; Non-Thesis – Nursing Education (49 cr.) 

M.Sc.(Applied) in Nursing; Non-Thesis – Neonatology Nurse Practitioner (45 cr.) 

M.Sc.(Applied) in Nursing; Non-Thesis – Global Health Direct Entry (58 cr.) 

M.Sc.(Applied) in Nursing; Non-Thesis – Global Health Clinical Nurse Specialist (51 cr.) 

M.Sc.(Applied) in Nursing; Non-Thesis – Direct Entry Nursing (55 cr.) 

M.Sc.(Applied) in Nursing; Non-Thesis – Clinical Nurse Specialist (49 cr.) 

Dr. McHarg and Ms. Hendrykowski joined the meeting to present and respond to questions concerning these 

new concentrations.  Ms. Hendrykowski explained that the new concentration proposals are for the streams 

contained within the M.Sc.(Applied) in Nursing (45-58 cr.) program, which will be retired and replaced by these 

concentrations.  These concentrations will make it easier to keep track of which students are in the former 

streams, and allow more accurate reporting to the government and the accreditation order.  For bursary 

purposes, it is helpful to have the concentration indicated on the students’ transcript. 

New concentrations (eight) of existing program approved; they will be reported to APC for final approval. 

 

07.05  FACULTY OF ENGINEERING – 13-SCTP-03-20  

Department of Bioengineering 

B.Eng.; Major in Bioengineering (141-151 cr.) 

Professor Nicolau joined the meeting to present and respond to questions concerning this new proposal for a 

new degree program.  In March 2012, the University received an “Avis défavorable” from CREPUQ’s 

Commission d’évaluation des projets de programmes (CEP) for the original B.Eng.; Major in Bioengineering 

(135-150 cr.) proposal, as approved by Senate May 18, 2011 [429
th
 APC Report to Senate, D10-65].  In 2012, 

the Department of Bioengineering was established.  Currently, the Department has seven professors, and it is the 

Department’s intention to increase the academic number to nine by the end of this year.   

 

Professor Nicolau addressed the objections to the original proposal contained in CEP’s Avis, and he explained 

how the new proposal has been revised according to CEP’s suggestions on content.  The 2011 original proposal 

contained 10 BIEN [Bioengineering] courses, whereas the revised proposal contains 17 BIEN courses.  All 

programs in the Faculty of Engineering contain core courses on the environment and ethics to meet accreditation 

needs by the CEAB [Canadian Engineering Accreditation Board].  It was questioned by SCTP whether there 

were sufficient courses covering the topics of cells, tissues, fluids, histology, pharmacology, microbiology.  

Professor Nicolau responded that there are limitations of content within the program, as incorporated courses 

need to be chosen from CEAB accreditable courses.   

 

It was suggested that the Department’s program dossier contain details on the similar programs that are offered 

at Québec institutions, conduct a University-wide survey that indicates students’ interest in such a program at 

McGill, and include the demographic trends in this field. 

SCTP’s requested change: 

• the Department either demonstrate which courses include physiology content or add sufficient courses on this 

subject to the program. 

New degree program approved if this course material is made clearly evident; it will be reported to APC for 

approval. 

   

07.06 DRAFT 2014-2015 SCTP MEETING SCHEDULE – 13-SCTP-03-16   

The draft meeting schedule for the next academic year was received. 

 

07.07 OTHER BUSINESS 

None. 

 

The meeting ended at 4:30 pm. 


