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2012-2013/SCTP/03 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the APC Subcommittee on Courses and Teaching Programs (SCTP) held at 3:00 p.m. in  

Conference Room 302, James Administration Building, Thursday, December 6, 2012. 

  

PRESENT:   Julie Côté, Valerie Fortin, Fiona Lees, Fernanda Macchi, Morton Mendelson (Chair after 3:30 pm),  

     Laura Nilson, David Ragsdale, Cindy Smith (Secretary to SCTP), Desmond Tsang (Acting Chair until 

3:30 pm) 

REGRETS:  Benoit Champagne, Kathleen Gudmundsson, Avi Rush 

GUESTS:   Professor Mary Dean Lee, Desautels Faculty of Management 

     Professor Kathleen Fallon, Faculty of Arts 

     Professor Angela Vanhaelen, Faculty of Arts 

 

 

Introductions were made, and SCTP welcomed its newest members:  Professor Julie Côté – Faculty of Education and  

Associate Dean Laura Nilson, Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies delegate. 

 

03.01 The Agenda was approved as circulated. 

 

03.02 The Minutes from the teleconference meeting, held November 15, 2012, were approved as circulated. 

   

03.03 BUSINESS ARISING 

  (a) Chair’s Topic of Discussion:  Brief/Missing Course Descriptions - 11-SCTP-12-04 

The Chair noted that the responses from faculties are presented to SCTP as examples of minor revisions made 

by the Faculty of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences and the Faculty of Science to the proposed course 

descriptions.  Associate Dean Nilson requested that any research-oriented graduate courses include mention of 

a research component in the description.  No further review or approval by SCTP is required.  SCTP requested 

that Enrolment Services process any changes requested to the proposed descriptions. 

 

(b) Revised Course Description Style Guide – 12-SCTP-11-05REVISED 

  The revised course description style guide was approved; it will be reported to APC for approval. 

 

Secretary’s note: Revisions/additional information requested by SCTP, or changes made by the Faculty/School, 

were received for the following previously submitted proposal(s), reviewed electronically by SCTP, and 

approved. 

  

  School of Continuing Studies 

  - Certificate in Condominium Management/Certificat en gestion de copropriété (16 CEUs) 

[12-SCTP-11-04; November 15, 2012] – prompted by a query from SCTP, SCS increased the CEUs by 1 for 

each of the courses offered in the certificates; therefore, the certificates increased from 12 to 16 CEUs; they 

will be reported to APC for approval. 
 

03.04 DESAUTELS FACULTY OF MANAGEMENT – 12-SCTP-12-06 

  B.Com.; Major in Organizational Behaviour (30 cr.) 

Professor Lee joined the meeting to briefly present and respond to questions concerning the new program. She 

explained that this new program will replace the existing B.Com.; Major in Psychology for Management 

Students, which will be retired after the approximately five students enrolled in it complete the program.  

Recently, the Faculty has increased the number of tenured staff in this area to facilitate the offering of a new 

major. 

SCTP requested change: 

• revise effective date to read “201309”. 

SCTP noted: 

• the proposal may require governmental/MESRST [formerly MELS] approval; Ms. Helen Richard will be in  

 contact with the Faculty.  

New program approved; it will be reported to APC for approval. 
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03.05 FACULTY OF ARTS – 12-SCTP-12-07 

Institute for the Study of International Development 

B.A.; Joint Honours – African Studies Component (36 cr.) 

Professor Fallon joined the meeting to briefly present and respond to questions concerning this new program.  

She explained that the program is a response to requests from students to build upon current program offerings. 

New program approved; it will be reported to APC for approval. 

 

Department Art History and Communication Studies 

M.A. in Art History (45 cr.) 

Professor Vanhaelen joined the meeting to briefly present and respond to questions concerning this new 

program option. She explained that, in 2006, the Department retired the existing thesis program and proposed 

a new non-thesis option.  It was realized that, to enable students’ entrance into the elite Ph.D. programs, a more 

vigorous Master’s program, such as a thesis program, was needed.  Secretary’s note:  The former Thesis option 

was retired December 6, 2006. 

New option of existing program approved; it will be reported to CGPS for approval. 

 

03.06 FACULTY OF SCIENCE – 12-SCTP-12-08 

 With the Faculty of Medicine – Departments of Biology, Physiology and Psychology 

 B.Sc.; Honours in Neuroscience (74 cr.) 

 This new program is a response to considerable interest voiced by students in the Major program. 

 SCTP’s requested change: 

• revise description to delete last sentence. 

 New program approved with this change; it will be reported to APC for approval. 

 

 Departments of Earth and Planetary Sciences, Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences, and Geography 

 B.Sc.; Minor in Earth System Science (18 cr.) 

This new program will provide a greater choice to McGill undergraduate students wishing to study earth system 

science. 

New program approved; it will be reported to APC for approval. 

 

 B.Sc.; Honours in Earth System Science (66 cr.) 

This new program will provide advanced undergraduate McGill students with greater choice wishing to study 

earth system science. 

SCTP’s requested change: 

• revise description to distinguish between Honours and “First Class Honours” as done in the new B.Sc.;  

 Honours in Neuroscience proposal; 

• delete from the beginning of the program description:  “The program curriculum is designed to provide”. 

New program approved with these changes; it will be reported to APC for approval. 

 

03.07 REVISED STREAMLINED APPROVAL PATHS – 12-SCTP-12-09 

The Chair presented revisions to the streamlined approval paths for courses and programs, which was originally 

approved by Senate March 5, 2008.  Senate requested a review of the new processes following 3 years in 

practice. 

Revised approval paths approved; the document will be reported to APC for approval. 

 

03.08 RETIREMENT OF ZERO-ENROLMENT COURSES – 12-SCTP-12-10 

The Chair explained a new process to automatically retire courses in the winter term that have had zero 

enrolment during the previous three years, which was developed to respond to the glut of courses that have had 

no recent enrolment.  In response to a query concerning whether units would be informed before the courses are 

retired, the Chair indicated that the list of courses would be forwarded to units prior to retirement. 
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SCTP’s suggested changes: 

• revise the paragraph concerning reinstating retired courses to read:  “The process … It should be noted,  

however, that the normal process would have to be followed for any revisions to the course requested at the 

time of reinstatement”; 

• “reactivation” be revised to read “reinstatement”. 

New process approved with these changes; it will be reported to APC for approval. 

 

03.09 OTHER BUSINESS 

(a) Reports from Enrolment Services [ES] to SCTP 

Report 4 [dated December 6, 2012] from ES to SCTP were circulated electronically and approved. 

 

The meeting ended at 4:20 pm. 


