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Student Weekly Summary 
 
 
General Information  

Name of Student Sarah Anderson 

Site St. James Elementary 

Practicum Week  
(Include number and dates) 

Week 9 out of 10 
March 20th, 2016 

 
 
Activities Performed  

 Ran the intervention program with my individual child, doing activities as outlined in the PA 
program: phoneme blending using the snowflake activity, first phoneme identification using 
the Hungry Crocodile game, and then a review of phoneme blending with words around the 
room (as opposed to the book, which I saved for her classroom intervention) 

 Spoke to child’s homeroom teacher to obtain some case history information 
 Ran a classroom intervention with Maya, where I ran the first and third activity, and she ran 

the second activity, and then we ran an extra activity together at the end 
 Conducted two sub-groups ‐one with Kyle and one with Emily- doing the phoneme blending 

and first phoneme identification activities 
 Made progress and tracking notes in my individual file, and classroom intervention notes and 

tracking notes in the organizational file 
 
 
Strengths  

 Many of the children have mastered phoneme blending which they were really struggling with a 
few weeks ago, which shows that our teaching has been effective 

 Found creative ways to tweak the activities to better deal with the behaviour of the children; for 
example, the children were very restless and misbehaved during the first intervention, so for the 
next interventions we had one person lead the snowflake game off to the side, choosing children 
one by one, while the rest of the class was with the other leader doing phoneme blending and 
identification games that we made up ourselves 

 We are good at thinking on the spot, and used the extra time during interventions to do extra 
phoneme blending and identification games,  such as coming up with a “secret message” that the 
children had to figure out together by blending together the phonemes in each word, which was a 
good use of the extra time in accordance with the weeks’ goals, and helped reinforce the concepts 
in a fun and engaging way 

 We made an effort to emphasize the difference between phonemes and letters today, which 
helped the children to distinguish between these two concepts 

 Last week I found it challenging to sub-step the phoneme blending activities, but I thought of new 
ways to do this throughout the week and was able to implement it in my interventions today 
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 While this was an especially long and tiring week and our energy levels were lower than usual, I felt 
we did a good job of remaining enthusiastic and organized throughout the day for the children’s 
sake 

 My individual child struggled with the phoneme blending activity during our individual session, so I 
made sure to spend a lot of time working with her on this and reinforcing the concepts; I was later 
able to see how much this helped her, as she performed perfectly by the time she got to her class 
intervention later in the day 

 We used all out extra time during the day to make notes in our individual and organizational files 
and work on keeping them organized and complete and preparing all the necessary materials for 
our final day next week (such as thank-you cards, certificates, etc.) 

 
 
Limitations  

 My colleagues had a very challenging class intervention in the morning; knowing that I was free 
during that time and knowing that this class is usually difficult, I wish I had gone and checked on 
them as I could have helped them with their intervention by being another enforcer of behaviour 

 A few children during the class intervention noticed me taking notes today, so I need to be more 
careful about doing this subtly so they don’t feel like they are being marked; the pressure of that 
could decrease their motivation and excitement for the activities 

 Because I was tired, I felt I did not manage behaviour as vigilantly as I normally do 

 I still have not had a chance to see my individual child in a sub-group setting, which I would like to 
do as she behaves very differently in individual versus classroom settings, and I would like to see 
how she performs in a small-group setting in comparison 

 
 
Action Plan  

 Will assess whether we should add more leaders in the classroom during the difficult interventions 

 Will ensure that I hide my score sheet better next week so the children don’t feel like they’re being 
judged on their performance and will therefore remain motivated to participate 

 Will make sure to effectively manage behaviour next week, by reinforcing positive behaviour and 
punishing bad behaviour when choosing turns during class interventions 

 Though next week is the last week and it may be difficult, I will try to see my individual child in a 
sub-group if possible in order to assess any differences in behaviour in this setting 

 I will work on my progress report and individual file as a whole this weekend, to have it fairly 
complete by the time our last day arrives so that it will be done before the Easter break 

 We will meet as a group before our next practicum to practice the PA activities for that week and 
make sure we are fully prepared with all the necessary materials for the final day 

 


