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>>> COURSE CONTENT 
The purpose of this course is to cultivate critical thinking and provide a source of current information on how 
to read, interpret and evaluate research to help the student become a critical consumer of research in 
communication sciences and disorders. The course will also help those who wish to conduct research that 
will further their own professional success. 
 
>>> LEARNING OUTCOMES 
After this course, you should be able to … 

§ explain the major principles of scientific research 
§ characterize different research approaches including strengths and weaknesses 
§ explain relevant concepts (e.g., types of variables, threats to validity, statistical tests) 
§ characterize and explain criteria for research planning and strong designs 
§ describe how a compelling research paper should be organized 
§ critically analyze and present research papers and clinical research 
§ discuss research papers (including their merits and shortcomings) with different target groups 

(e.g., colleagues, clients) as member of a team + defend your position 
§ carry out literature searches online, describe how to get access to articles of interest 
§ analyze research data and understand the analytical decisions that researchers make 
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>>> SLP-RELATED ROLES AND COMPETENCIES RELEVANT TO THIS COURSE 
ROLE 1: CENTRAL ROLE/CONTENT EXPERT 

Foundational principles 
Apply basic and specialized knowledge of human communication, disorders and interventions along 
with critical problem-solving skills to evaluate basic and clinical research. 

Integrate your knowledge as an S-LP with new knowledge in research 
methods and stats to determine the relevant strengths and weaknesses of 
research designs, studies and published data. 

Lectures/discussions 
in class; assignment; 
student presentations; final 
exam. 

 

ROLE 2: COMMUNICATOR 

Oral and written communication 
Provide relevant information effectively (including in group settings), communicate in a respectful 
manner, and address challenging communication issues. 

Inform (i) authors, (ii) editors, and (iii) other individuals or groups with 
varying interests (such as clients, colleagues, researchers, teachers, 
other health care professionals) about your research evaluation and 
defend your ground with rational arguments. Learn to ‘respectfully 
disagree’ with others if their arguments are weak. 

Article evaluations in class; 
student presentations in 
class; final exam 

 

ROLE 3: COLLABORATOR 

Collaborator with other professionals 
Work with others to provide integrative approaches or add SLP expertise, while respecting different 
roles. 

Develop arguments and strategies to enter a controversial discussion with 
a group of ‘opponents’. Assign a priori responsibilities within your group. 

Student presentations 
(both as main presenters 
and ‘respondents’. 

 

ROLE 4: ADVOCATE 

Client advocacy, client empowerment, and public education 
You may advocate for clients, provide information and tools to facilitate their access to best services, 
and advocate for services based on emerging trends. 

Stand up for individuals or groups of clients to promote a better service 
that is now available (EBP, e.g., based on new research). 

Certain discussions and 
student presentations in 
class. 
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ROLE 5: SCHOLAR 

Continuous learning and Evidence-informed practice 
Identify and respond to personal learning needs, maintain currency, and integrate new learning into 
practice. 

Show how critical evaluation of previous and recent research influences 
best practice and helps establish more effective interventions. 

Research evaluations in 
class; student 
presentations; assignment 

Facilitation of the learning of others 
Share knowledge 
Help other group members and classmates with concepts and topics you 
are already more familiar with. 

Group activities, group 
presentations. 

 

ROLE 6: MANAGER 

Practice management 
Set priorities and manage activities effectively. 

Develop a time management plan to meet the demands of the workload 
of this course. 

Discussions and 
presentations 
in class, assignment, 
exam. 

 

ROLE 7: PROFESSIONAL 

Professional integrity 
Identify, evaluate and comply with codes of ethics 

Demonstrate how research involves ethical decisions at multiple levels, 
how these can threaten a study’s validity, and how to address these 
issues. 

Discussions in class; 
student presentations. 

 

>>> INSTRUCTIONAL METHOD 
> Lecture/Seminar, including group projects, PowerPoint presentations and discussions. 

> Required Readings: 

 
o Textbook: Evaluating Research in Communicative Disorders (5th edition) Schiavetti, N. 

and Metz, D.E. (2006) 
o Other readings and PowerPoint presentations will be posted on MyCourses 

 
> It is expected that you have read the assigned chapters and papers prior to the class. 
This includes the papers selected for student presentations.  
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>>> EVALUATION: 
 

EVALUATION DUE DATE 
PERCENTAGE OF 

FINAL GRADE 

In-class Test: Research principles and methods 

Oct. 23rd, 2018 20% Competencies Targeted: Foundational principles (esp. in research 

design); Continuous learning; Written communication 

Expected Performance Level: Advanced beginner - Competent 

Take-home assignment: Critically analyzing research 

Nov. 13th, 2018 20% 

Competencies Targeted: Foundational principles (esp. in data 

analysis); Continuous learning; Written communication; 

Collaborator with other professionals; Set priorities and manage 

activities effectively; Facilitation of the learning of others 

Expected Performance Level: Novice – Advanced beginner 

Presentation: Critical analysis of a research article 

Nov. 6th – 20th, 

2018 
20% 

Competencies Targeted: Oral communication, Collaborator with 

other professionals; Continuous learning and EBP; Professional 

integrity; Advocate of clients; Set priorities and manage activities 

effectively. 

Expected Performance Level: Novice – Advanced beginner 

Discussion: Critical analysis with an opposing perspective  

Nov. 6th – 20th, 

2018 
10% Competencies Targeted: Professional integrity; Written 

communication; Facilitation of the learning of others 

Expected Performance Level: Competent 

Take-home Final exam 

Dec. 7th 2018 30% 

Competencies Targeted: Foundational principles; Continuous 

learning; Written communication; Professional integrity; Set 

priorities and manage activities effectively; (potentially: Advocate 

of clients) 

Expected Performance Level: Advanced beginner - Competent 
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>>> McGill POLICY STATEMENTS 
 
o Academic integrity 

“McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the meaning 

and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code of 

Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures” (see www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ for more 

information). 

o Language of submission 

“In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have the 

right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded. This does not apply 

to courses in which acquiring proficiency in a language is one of the objectives.”  

o Copyright 

“© Instructor-generated course materials (e.g., handouts, notes, summaries, exam questions, etc.) 

are protected by law and may not be copied or distributed in any form or in any medium without 

explicit permission of the instructor.  Note that infringements of copyright can be subject to follow 

up by the University under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures.” 
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>>> OUTLINE OF CLASSES   ** Note: the schedule may change. Additional readings will be posted on myCourses 
 
WEEK DATE TOPIC READINGS WORK DUE 

1 Sept. 4th Overview of the course & Introduction Ch. 1  

2 Sept. 11th Types of research, Variables & Overview of R studio 
Ch. 2,  
Ch. 4 (99-104) 

 

3 Sept. 18th Research designs & Validity; Group studies 
Ch. 3,  
Ch. 4 (105-118) 
Ch. 5 

 

4 Sept. 25th Single-subject studies & Data presentation 
Ch. 5,  
Ch. 6 (149-159) 

 

 Oct. 2nd >> No Research Methods class – Audiology class instead   Upload research article to 
myCourses by Fri. Oct. 5th 

5 Oct. 9th Data exploration & Overview of statistical testing 
Ch. 6,  
Ch. 9 (284-300) 

 

6 Oct. 16th Evaluating Relationships and Differences I: simple designs Ch. 9  
7 Oct. 23rd In-class test   
8 Oct. 30th Evaluating Relationships and Differences II: complex designs Ch. 9  

9 Nov. 5th 
>> Make up class on Monday at 2:45 pm 
Current research challenges & critical evaluation of a research paper 

Ch. 7, Ch. 8 (213-
248), Ch. 10 

 

10 Nov. 6th Student presentations    

11 Nov. 13th Student presentations   Take-home Assignment  
Due by Nov. 13th 

12 Nov. 20th 
>> class from 4:30 to 6:30 pm 
Student presentations  

  

13 Nov. 27th 
>> class from 4:30 to 6:00 pm 
Final discussion and assignment of final exam  
 

 
Final exam due by Friday  
Dec. 7th on myCourses 

 

 

>> More details about 
presentations on myCourses 


