
Grading rubric for research article presentations (20%) 

 

Grade component Mostly 

not true 

Partly 

true 

Mostly 

true 

Completely 

true 

Introduction to the subject (30%) 0-12% 18% 24% 30% 

The background information provided by the 

presenter introduces the audience to the 

specific subject of the research paper and 

provides an overview of the current state of 

the research field. 

 

    

Research question (5%) 0-2% 3% 4% 5% 

The research questions addressed in the 

research paper are clearly identified by the 

presenters, explicitly stated, and connected to 

the introduction. 

 

    

Implications (10%) 0-4% 6% 8% 10% 

The implications of the findings are 

discussed, both for the specific research field 

and in a broader context.  

 

    

Merits and shortcomings (20%) 0-8% 12% 16% 20% 

Merits of the research paper and potential 

shortcomings are identified and discussed.  

 

    

Future research (5%) 0-2% 3% 4% 5% 

Possible future research directions directly 

based on the current findings are proposed. 

 

    

Slides (10%) 0-4% 6% 8%- 10% 

Well-designed and legible slides, with 

balanced graphs/text that simplify or 

summarize the key ideas. 

 

    

Questions (10%) 0-4% 6% 8%- 10% 

The presentation style is interactive and 

encouraging of discussion throughout. The 

presenter engages with questions from the 

audience. 

 

    

Presentation style (10%)  0-4% 6% 8% 10% 

Effective use of verbal and non-verbal 

communication (e.g., voice, volume, 

inflection, eye contact). 

 

    



TOTAL 0-40% 60% 80% 100% 

 

 

Name of the presenter:  

 

Date:  

 

Note: Peer-review of some sections under consideration.   



 

Grading rubric for research proposals – oral presentation (15%) 

 

 

Grade component Mostly 

not true 

Partly 

true 

Mostly 

true 

Completely 

true 

Background (15%) 0-6% 9% 12% 15% 

• The literature review is comprehensive 

and describes relevant material.  

• The purpose of the study is clearly 

described.  

 

    

Specific aims (10%) 0-4% 6% 8% 10% 

Specific hypothesis or research questions are 

included in the proposal and they directly 

connected to the material reviewed in the 

introduction. 

 

    

Significance (10%) 0-4% 6% 8% 10% 

A broad range of implications are discussed 

that connect directly to the proposed 

research. 

 

    

Research plan/methods (25%) 0-10% 15% 20% 25% 

The methods chosen are appropriate and 

directly address the research goals. A 

rationale for the proposed experiments is 

provided, the necessary materials, 

procedures, and analysis methods are clearly 

described.  

 

    

Importance and Innovation (10%) 0-4% 6% 8% 10% 

The proposed study is important and 

innovative, and builds on existing research.  

 

    

Presentation style (10%): 0-4% 6% 8% 10% 

Effective use of verbal and non-verbal 

communication (e.g., voice, volume, 

inflection, eye contact). 

 

    

Slides (10%) 0-4% 6% 8% 10% 

Well-designed and legible slides, with 

balanced graphs/text that simplify or 

summarize the key ideas. 

 

    



Questions (10%) 0-4% 6% 8% 10% 

The presentation style is interactive and 

encouraging of discussion throughout. The 

presenters accurately answer questions by 

the audience. 

 

    

TOTAL 0-40% 60% 80% 100% 

 

Team members:  

 

Date:  

 

Note: Peer-review of some sections under consideration. 

 

 

 

 

  



Grading rubric for research proposals – written proposal (20%) 

 

 

Grade component Mostly 

not true 

Partly 

true 

Mostly 

true 

Completely 

true 

Abstract (5%) 0-2% 3% 4% 5% 

An abstract is present, and includes all key 

elements (e.g. an introductory statement, 

hypothesis, a description of the methods, 

highlights implications 

    

Background (15%) 0-6% 9% 12% 15% 

• The literature review is comprehensive 

and describes relevant material.  

• The purpose of the study is clearly 

described.  

• There is a good connection between the 

material reviewed and the purpose of the 

study.  

    

Specific aims (10%) 0-4% 6% 8% 10% 

Specific hypothesis or research questions are 

included in the proposal and they directly 

connected to the material reviewed in the 

introduction. 

 

    

Significance (10%) 0-4% 6% 8% 10% 

A broad range of implications are discussed 

that connect directly to the proposed 

research. 

 

    

Research plan/methods (25%) 0-10% 15% 20% 25% 

The methods chosen are innovative and 

directly address the research goals. A 

rationale for the proposed experiments is 

provided, the necessary materials, 

procedures, and analysis methods are clearly 

described.  

 

    

Organization (10%) 0-4% 6% 8% 10% 

The organization of the proposal is good. All 

sections of the proposal are present (see list 

in previous column). The flow of the writing 

is cohesive across sections and within 

sections.  

 

    

Accuracy and clarity (10%): 0-4% 6% 8% 10% 



All facts presented in the proposal are 

accurate and research related to citations is 

discussed in an accurate fashion. The 

proposal is clearly written and easy to 

understand. Illustrations are effectively used 

to facilitate the understanding of key 

concepts. The proposal is well-formatted. 

 

    

Importance and Innovation (10%) 0-4% 6% 8% 10% 

The proposed study is important and nicely 

builds on existing research. The proposed 

study is highly innovative. 

 

    

Grammar, punctuation, spelling (5%) 0-2% 3% 4% 5% 

No grammar, punctuation or spelling errors. 

Proposal was clearly proofread 

 

    

TOTAL 0-40% 60% 80% 100% 
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