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What is SOUSA?

Science

Office for

Undergraduate

Student

Advising

 We provide Faculty level 
academic advising.

 You have each been assigned a 
SOUSA advisor.

 Main information and referral 
source for anything related to 
your academics.

www.mcgill.ca/science/undergraduate



PRO virtual orientation presentation

 Presentation in 6 installments.

 First five parts will be available online:

 Part 1: Academic Advising & General Orientation in Science

 Part 2: Policies and Procedures for Science Students

 Part 3: Course Registration Advice

 Part 4: Opportunities Outside the Classroom

 Part 5: Academic Integrity

 Final instalment will be live via Zoom at the orientation event Thursday 
June 11, 9:00 am:

 Part 6: Being a B.Sc. Student in fall 2020



Part 6:

Being a B.Sc. Student in Fall 2020



Professor Bruce Lennox

Dean, Faculty of Science



Your SOUSA TEAM!
 Nicole Allard (Director)
 Peter Barry (Chief Adviser)
 Vanessa Hansen (Academic Adviser)
 Paul Olioff (Academic Adviser)
 Curtis Sharman (Academic Adviser)
 Tania Raggo (Student Adviser, BA&Sc degree)
 Jane Hawes    (Student Adviser, Assistant to Director)
 Mary Gauthier (Student Adviser, Assistant to Chief)
 Ryan Bouma (Interdisciplinary Programs Advisor)
 Joan Kaylor (Administrative coordinator)
 Victor Chisholm (Student Affairs Administrator)

www.mcgill.ca/science/undergraduate



Your Science Wellness Advisor

Melissa Cobbler

Student Wellness Hub

www.mcgill.ca/wellness-hub 



Academic preparation 1

 Freshman Science courses 
 BIOL 111 Principles of Organismal Biology

 BIOL 112 Cell and Molecular Biology

 CHEM 110 General Chemistry 1

 CHEM 120 General Chemistry 2

 MATH 133  Linear Algebra

 MATH 140 Calculus 1

 MATH 141  Calculus 2

 PHYS 101 Intro. Physics: Mechanics 

 PHYS 102  Intro. Physics 2: Electromagnetism

 PHYS 131 Mechanics and Waves

 PHYS 142 Electromagnetism and Optics



Academic Preparation 2

 You may have received advanced standing for some of the Freshman Science 
courses

 AP exams

 A-Levels

 International Baccalaureate

 French Baccalaureate

 European Baccalaureate

 Etc…

 Normally, if you receive advanced standing, you get credit for the course on 
your transcript, and you are not allowed to repeat the course for credit at 
McGill

 But these are not normal times…



Science Course Review and Self-Assessment 
Modules

 myCourses page to help you:
 Decide if you missed some important material in a course that you are 

exempted from taking here at McGill due to advanced standing

 See if you feel adequately prepared for the freshman science courses if you 
do not have advanced standing.

 A separate module for each discipline and course will include:
 Self-assessment tools to help you determine your level of preparedness 

for the course or… 

 to determine if you have covered enough of the material to be exempt 
from the course if you have advanced standing.

 Review materials to help you fill in any gaps in your knowledge

 Contact information if you wish to discuss your preparedness with 
someone form the field before making a decision



Science Course Review and Self-Assessment 
Modules (cont.)

 Students with advanced standing credits:
 Based on your self-assessment, You will be able to determine if you would 

prefer to repeat a course for which you have been exempted.

 If you wish to do so, you may contact your academic advisor, and we will 
arrange to have the exemption removed from your transcript

 You will then be permitted to take the course at McGill for credit.

 You may prefer to work on the review material over the summer to see if you 
feel confident before making this decision.

 Students with No advanced standing credits:
 Self-assessment tools will help you to determine if you need to take some 

time to enhance your academic background before the fall

 Use the review material for this purpose



Academic preparation 2

 Some higher level courses for which you may receive 
advanced standing: 
 CHEM 212 Organic Chemistry 1

 CHEM 222 Organic Chemistry 2

 COMP 202  Foundations of Programming

 MATH 222 Calculus 3

 MATH 203  Principles of Statistics 1

 The Science Course Review myCourses page also 
includes modules for each of these courses



Academic preparation 5

 Instructors will be loading review material and teaching 
information and resources onto their myCourses page as soon as 
possible to help you prepare.

 All First year Science courses (both 100 and 200 level) will begin 
with a two week review of background material.

 Teaching assistants will be available to provide optional extra 
tutorial sessions to bring all students up to speed quickly



What will the classes be like 1?

 Everything will be taught remotely
 We are getting creative

 Courses will not all be simply traditional lectures delivered via Zoom

 We are looking at various interactive approaches combined with 
some pre-recorded short lectures

 For labs, we are considering virtual labs, simulations, multimedia 
approaches, video demonstrations. 

 We are aware that some of you may not have access to high-speed 
devices and internet services; accessibility for all is our goal.

 Instructors will be putting this information on their myCourses
pages as soon as they can.



How to access myCourses ?

 Go to the Main McGill page: www.McGill.ca

 At the bottom of the page there is a black banner with three 
columns of links.

 The first column is “For Current Students”.

 The second link in that column is myCourses.

 Once you select this link, you will be asked to log in with your 
McGill email address and password.

 You will find one page for every course in which you are registered.

 Also the Science Self-Assessment and course review page.



What will the classes be like (cont.)?

For examples of our teaching innovations 
and ideas so far, please see:

www.mcgill.ca/science/remote-learning-fall-2020



Learning in a virtual world

We are committed to supporting your adaptation to 
this new learning environment.

 We are developing workshops, tutorials and web resources to 
help you learn how to learn virtually – more to come

 McGill’s Teaching and Learning Services has already posted 
some preliminary guides:

www.mcgill.ca/tls/students/remote-learning-resources



Engaging with campus life
We know that university is not only about coursework – it is also about 
meeting people and getting involved in different activities.

 Right now we don’t know what will and will not be possible on 
campus – we follow the directives of public health professionals

 Faculty of Science is developing various ways to provide virtual 
engagement opportunities. Ideas so far:
 Small group opportunities (mentoring groups, FIGS, departmental 

interest groups)
 Social media groups hosted by departments and student organizations
 Advisor led group zoom Q&A sessions
 Virtual study groups

 We welcome your ideas – email advisor.science@mcgill.ca with 
your thoughts.



Virtual edition of our popular Soup and Science series.

Hear from outstanding McGill professors across disciplines talk about their research 
program in lightning-style talks, followed by the opportunity to ask your questions 
to each professor! 

During June, Sun and Science will be offered twice a week.

www.mcgill.ca/science/research/undergraduate-
research/soupscience/sun-and-science



McGill Science Outreach
 Looking for ways to reach out and share your science?

 Outreach gives McGill students opportunities for enriched, 
hands-on learning that combines formal studies with science 
communication and community engagement. 

 Science Outreach is a great way to connect with other students 
and the Montreal community while building skills in public 
speaking, translating knowledge, leadership and more.

 Visit the Outreach website to learn how to get involved.

 www.mcgill.ca/science/outreach



Panel Discussion: 
Your first year in Science at McGill 

 Friday June 12 10:30-11:30 am

 Panel features professors and current students. 

 Panelists will share their experiences with remote teaching and 
learning and give incoming students a sneak peek of what they can 
expect in Fall 2020.

 Registration is required.

 www.mcgill.ca/ose/channels/event/panel-discussion-your-first-year-
science-mcgill-322667



SOUSA web: 
Newly Admitted Students

 Provides detailed, step by step instructions

 You will also find a link to “Welcome to Science Booklet”

 www.mcgill.ca/science/undergraduate/handbook



B.Sc. Orientation Booklet
www.mcgill.ca/science/files/science/bsc_welcome_to_the_faculty_of_science_
2020-2021.pdf

 Important info on what you should be doing right now:

 To-do lists by student type (CEGEP, IB, FB, etc.)

 Important Dates

 Resources

 FAQs



Freshman Course Approval form

 Find this form on the SOUSA web page at:

 https://www.mcgill.ca/science/undergraduate/handbook/course-approval-
form

 Please complete this as soon as possible.

 Academic advisors review each from and respond to you directly.

 Please be patient, this could take a few days…



Other Questions?

 Q & A session with a SOUSA advisor begins now, until 
11:00

 We will hold daily Q & A sessions via ZOOM starting next 
week

 You will receive an email with the schedule of the Q & A 
sessions as well as the relevant links.


