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McGill University
Policy on Confidentiality and Conflict of Interest
for Members of McGill University Animal Care Committees

CONFIDENTIALITY

All documents and information provided to and by McGill University Animal Care Committees for the purpose of reviewing institutional animal care and use programs as well as all information obtained during site visits, and all notes and reports related to the review, assessment process and visits, are subject to the UACC policy on Confidentiality and to applicable privacy protection legislation. Therefore, these documents and information, and any discussions thereof, must be treated as strictly confidential and may not be used for any purpose beyond that for which they were originally intended as defined in the Committee’s Terms of Reference (Term of References are available at  http://www.mcgill.ca/research/researchers/compliance/animal/terms). All materials related to the review process must be stored in a secure manner to prevent unauthorized access. They must be transmitted using secure carriers and technologies. When documentation is no longer required, it must be destroyed using a secure method such as burning or shredding or returned to the committee for destruction. All inquiries received by committee members of McGill University Animal Care Committees should be referred to the Committee’s Chair. 


CONFLICT OF INTEREST

McGill University Animal Care Committees must make every effort to ensure, not only that its review, recommendations and decisions are fair and objective, but also that they are seen to be so. Therefore, individual committee members should avoid any actions that might give the appearance that a conflict of interest exists or that could reasonably be viewed as affecting the ‘member’s’ objectivity. In addition, potential committee members in such a position of appearance of conflict of interest or whose objectivity may be affected should not participate as a member. When the member is uncertain as to whether a conflict exists, he/she should inform the Chair of the Animal Care Committee of the potential conflict and the Committee Chair with or without in consultation with other committee members will make the final decision.

DECLARATION

I, the undersigned, do hereby agree to adhere to the UACC Confidentiality and Conflict of Interest policies as described herein as member of this committee:


(Name of Committee)


(Date)

(Witness, Committee Member)




(Signature of member)

(Name in print of member)
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