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McGill University 
Faculty of Religious Studies 

 Literature of Ancient Israel I (On line) 

RELG 302                                                                                             Professor P. G. Kirkpatrick 

                                                                                                 

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION AND LEARNING OUTCOMES 

This course will cover the history of Ancient Israel and the various socio-political and religious institutions 

which existed there c.1000-586 BCE. No prior knowledge of the subject is required. 

The student will be introduced to historical and literary methods of interpretation and will become acquainted 

with the primary literary sources of (in translation) Ancient Israel and the surrounding civilizations. 

Specifically, the student will gain an understanding of (i) the institution and concept of monarchy as it existed in 

the Ancient Near East and Israel; (ii) the roles and functions of the temple in Jerusalem and sacrificial systems 

in Ancient Israel; (iii) the role and function of prophecy and prophetic oracles; (iv) the wisdom tradition and 

Israel’s intellectual inheritance as they occurred in the first temple period. 

A great deal of time will be devoted to reading and interpreting the Biblical text. The student will become aware 

of the many textual and literary problems associated with using ancient texts in reconstructing the histories of 

ancient civilizations and will become familiar with historico-critical methods of biblical interpretation. 

Theological concerns will be addressed throughout the course, although these will be primarily historical rather 

than contemporary in nature. There will however be at least one exercise which will engage the student in a 

theological discourse concerning interpretation within the Jewish and Christian traditions. 

II REQUIRED TEXTS 

1. The Bible with Apocrypha (Students may use a translation of their choice provided it is neither the 

King James Version nor a précis.) Either one of the following is highly recommended: New Oxford 

NRSV Study Bible and / or the Jewish Study Bible 

2.  Barton, John (ed.)The Hebrew Bible: A Critical Companion  Princeton University Press. 2016 

3.  Schmid, K., The Old Testament a Literary History Eng trans Fortress Press 2012. 

 These books may be purchased at The Word Bookstore Prop. Adrian King-Edwards  
469, rue Milton, Montréal, Québec. H2X 1W3 Tél. : (514) 845-5640 All books can be ordered online from The 
word Bookstore for a flatrate shipping charge of 10$ anywhere in North America. 
Courriel : wordbook@securenet.net 

 

Strongly recommended but not required: 

1. The Oxford Bible Commentary by John Barton (Editor), John Muddiman (Editor) Oxford University 

Press, 2001. This is a collection of articles on all the books of the bible as well as essays on method and 

form. 

2. Stavrakopoulou, Francesca and John Barton, eds.,Religious Diversity in Ancient Israel and Judah, 

Continuum, T&T Clarke Int., 2010. 

mailto:wordbook@securenet.net
http://www.amazon.com/s/104-3938375-5726366?ie=UTF8&index=books&rank=-relevance%2C%2Bavailability%2C-daterank&field-author-exact=John%20Barton
http://www.amazon.com/s/104-3938375-5726366?ie=UTF8&index=books&rank=-relevance%2C%2Bavailability%2C-daterank&field-author-exact=John%20Muddiman
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3. Gottwald, Norman, Social Justice and the Hebrew Bible, Volume Two (Center and Library for the 

Bible and Social Justice Series Book 0) . Cascade Books, an Imprint of Wipf and Stock Publishers. 2017 

III COURSE EVALUATION 

Learning Cells                                                                     1x5%; 5 x 6%)            35% 

N.B. In class 10 min quizzes beginning Sept15                  8x5%                           40% 

8-10 page set Essay Due for discussion in Class Nov 26                                         25% 

IV COURSE REQUIREMENTS  

(a) Learning Cells 

Each student will be required to prepare six (6) learning cells on specific biblical passages (see course 

schedule). The main purpose of these assignments is to learn how to read the Bible in a critically informed 

manner. The procedures for preparing for these learning cells will be given in class. 

(b) Essay 

Students will be required to prepare a 8-10 page essay (double spaced, font 12) on a topic TBA based on set 

readings (readings set by the instructor) from both primary and secondary sources. The purpose of this 

assignment is to introduce the student to some contemporary issues of Biblical interpretation. 

N.B. All assignments must be handed in on designated dates. Learning cells are to be presented and 

discussed on stipulated dates. Late submissions will only be received on prior agreement with the 

instructor and/ or upon production of a medical certificate. Failure to comply with either one of the 

above will incur an automatic full letter grade penalty and a 5% total assignment percentage penalty for 

each successive day of being late. 

(c) MyCourses 

As we will meet using the zoom platform as associated on MyCourses the use of MyCourses is an integral part 

of this course. Apart from zoom students are therefore expected to avail themselves of the materials found on 

the site for this course. If you have any problems in accessing the material please see Professor Kirkpatrick 

immediately. 

(d) In class quizes 

The in class weekly quiz will be based on the lectures, readings from the assigned text books and MyCourses 

and the work you will have done for the learning cells beginning Sept 15th. These are short 10 minute quizzes of 

no more than 10 questions. 

Office Hours  
By appointment on zoom. 

McGill UNIVERSITY VALUES ACADEMIC INTEGRITY. THEREFORE ALL STUDENTS MUSTUNDERSTAND THE MEANING AND CONSEQUENCES OF 

CHEATING, PLAGIARISM AND OTHER ACADEMIC OFFENCES UNDER THE CODE OF STUDENT CONDUCT AND DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES (see 

www.mcgill.ca/integrity for more information)L'université McGill attache une haute importance à l’honnêteté académique. Il incombe par conséquent à tous les 
étudiants de comprendre ce que l'on entend par tricherie, plagiat et autres infractions académiques, ainsi que les conséquences que peuvent avoir de telles actions, selon 

le Code de conduite de l'étudiant et des procédures disciplinaires (pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site http://www.mcgill.ca/integrity 

).According to Senate regulations, instructors are not permitted to make special arrangements for final exams. Please consult the Calendar, section 4.7.2.1, General 
University Information and Regulations at <www.mcgill.ca                                                                                                                                                    
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