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GENERAL INFORMATION  
 

Thematic topics covered include identity, gender, visual culture, and representation in the study 
of modern South Asian religions through a focus on major films from India in the twentieth 
century. Discussion focuses on a range of themes such as nationalism, devotion, and secularism.  
 
WORKLOAD AND REMOTE DELIVERY 
 

Regular class workload is approximately one film per week, with approximately four readings 
(chapter or journal article) per week. In a "regular" term, this would have translated to two 
readings per class, with two classes per week. This term, asynchronous weekly participation and 
engagement with the films and readings will be critically important, in four main ways: (i) 
through completing class readings (starting Week 1); (ii) reviewing weekly lecture capsules 
(posted on Monday AM, starting in Week 2); (iii) reflecting and posting on the class discussion 
board (starting Week 2)—and, of course, (iv) watching films! (starting Week 3). Class work for 
the semester is equivalent to 39 contact hours at the 300-level (3 credits). 
 
 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

• Basic knowledge of the history of South Asian films and film industry 
• Insight into media representation of South Asian visual culture 
• Familiarity with key films and directors 
• Knowledge of terms and history to understand South Asian religions 
• Appreciate diverse categories and geographies of South Asian films 
• Analytical perspective on South Asian film history, including reception,  

production, and social and political context 
 
 
 
FILMS 

 

Tukaram (1936) 
The River (1951) 
Devi (1960) 
Government of India— 

Films Division 
 

Do Bigha Zamin (1953) 
Meghe Dhake Tara (1960) 
Mother India (1957) 
Charulata (1964) 
Jay Santoshi Ma (1975) 

Amar Akbar Anthony 
(1977) 
Dil Se (1998) 
Uski Roti (1977) 
Kramaśaḥ (2007) 
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OVERVIEW OF EVALUATION 
 
 

1. 20% Discussion board portfolio (asynchronous, due Monday, 7 December): Students 
are expected to participate in and reflect on all topics covered in the MyCourses 
discussion boards every week. To highlight this engagement, at the end of the term, 
please create a portfolio of your “top four” discussion posts/threads from the entire 
semester, along with brief, analytic annotations, to demonstrate your regular and 
substantive engagement with course content throughout the term.  

 
2. 20% Brief quizzes (4 x 5%, regular intervals in the term, announced two weeks in 

advance; study sheets will be provided). 
 

 
3A—60% Four film responses (~5 pages each, spaced at least one per month, 15% x 4) 

 

By 15 September, please send the instructor your four film response 
paper choices—plus one alternative (five total please)— distributed so 
that you complete at least one response per month (e.g., Tukaram 
(Sept), Devi and Charulata (October), Uski Roti and Dil Se (November).  
 
The 5-page paper would be due two weeks after the week we discuss 
it—e.g., if Tukaram is screened in Week 3 (for 14 September); the 
response paper is due on 28 September. See the approximate schedule 
below and the MyCourses folders for the dates of each week: 
https://mycourses2.mcgill.ca/d2l/le/content/466367/Home 

 
 OR  
 

3B—60% Four film responses & “live” discussion section participation (~3 pages each, 
spaced at least one per month, paper is 10%, discussion is 5% x 4) 

 
If you choose this option, send the instructor your four discussion & 
film response paper choices—plus one alternative (five total please)—
by 15 September, distributed so that you complete at least one response 
per month (e.g., The River (Sept), Films Division (October), Meghe 
Dhaka Tara (October) and Uski Roti (November).  
 
The discussion group for each film will take place on the Wednesday of 
the week we screen the film, for 40 minutes, during the official class 
time, e.g., Devi (Week 6), discussion–Wednesday 7 October, 10:05-
10:45am EST/Montreal.  
 
The 3-page paper would be due two weeks after the film screening is 
due in class, e.g., if Dil Se is screened in Week 13 (for 23 November); 
the response paper is due on 7 December. See the schedule below and 
the MyCourses folders for the dates of each week: 
https://mycourses2.mcgill.ca/d2l/le/content/466367/Home 
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APPROXIMATE TIMELINE OF DUE DATES 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Week 
# 

 
Film Screening, Lecture Capsule & 

Reading Assignment  
Due Dates 

 
 
 

Due Monday AM in your time zone 

 
Live Discussion 

Dates 
 
Timing:  
Wednesdays @  
10:05-10:45am 
Montreal time 
  

 
Film Response 

Due Dates 
 
 
 
 
(5 pages or 3 pages) 

3 Tukaram—14 September 16 September 28 September 
4 The River—21 September 23 September 05 October 
5 Films Division—28 September 28 September 13 October 
6 Devi—05 October 07 October 19 October 
7 Do Bigha Zamin—13 October 14 October 26 October 
8 Meghe Dhaka Tara—19 October 21 October 02 November 
9 Mother India—26 October 28 October 09 November 
10 Charulata—02 November 04 November 16 November 
11 Jay Santoshi Ma—09 November 11 November 23 November 
12 Amar, Akbar, Anthony—16 November 18 November 30 November 
13 Dil Se—23 November 25 November 7 December 
14 Uski Roti—30 November 2 December 14 December 

 
N.B.: Be sure to post on the discussion boards every week. Active engagement is 

expected each week, with the films, lecture capsules, and readings. Final 
Discussion Board Portfolio is due on Monday 7 December, 1700h Montreal time. 

 
 
 
 
 
CONNECTING WITH THE INSTRUCTOR 
 

I will occasionally hold info sessions on Zoom that anyone can attend, to be scheduled 
during class time (like the session on 2 September). These sessions will be informal and will 
not be recorded. So that the points that come up are accessible to everyone, I will post 
follow-ups on the announcements and/or the discussion board to share key takeaways: 
https://mycourses2.mcgill.ca/d2l/le/466367/discussions/List  

I will also be available for individual consultation by email and phone/zoom by 
appointment. If you would like to connect, please reach out to me through your preferred 
medium ASAP so that I can help : ) 
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WEBSITES 
 

During the term, please check the following websites for headlines and news from India regularly:  
 

www.screenindia.com (film trade news and gossip) 
https://upperstall.com/ (look up some entries) 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/ (check headlines) 
http://www.indianexpress.com/ (check headlines) 

 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 

Developing discussion and self-presentation skills: All participants in this 
undergraduate seminar are expected to develop a high degree of professionalism in all 
aspects of their class performance.  
 

Developing language and writing skills: All participants are expected to make concerted 
efforts to improve their English (or French) writing. The instructor will work with 
students to provide multiple opportunities for structured feedback to meet this goal.  
 

Developing conceptual skills: By the end of term, students will be able to connect the 
foundational genres of Indian film with an appreciation of the role of cinema in shaping 
perceptions of gender, personhood, nation, and ethics in modern South Asia.  
 

 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
 

McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the 
meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the 
Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures. If you have questions regarding 
academic culture at McGill after reviewing the syllabus, you are urged to consult with the 
instructor personally. Cutting and pasting text from any digital source and then editing it for 
submission as your own work constitutes plagiarism. It is your responsibility to educate 
yourself on this and all other issues of plagiarism in the digital era. Please ensure that you 
are familiar with this and all other issues regarding intellectual honesty and academic culture 
at McGill: http://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/students/test. Any student found to have 
submitted plagiarised work will be referred to the Faculty Disciplinary Officer for further 
action, as outlined under “Academic Integrity”: http://www.mcgill.ca/tls/teaching/policies 
 
 
UNCEDED TERRITORY 
 

McGill University is on unceded territory that is claimed by Indigenous Peoples, including 
members of the Haudenosaunee and Anishinabeg nations:  
 
https://www.mcgill.ca/edu4all/other-equity-resources/traditional-territories 
https://www.concordia.ca/library/guides/indigenous-fac-res/decolonial-maps---atlases.html 


