
RELG479: Christianity in Global Perspective 
Fall Semester 2020 

Monday, 2:35pm to 5:25pm (Montreal time) 

Taught remotely 

 

Instructor 
The Rev. Dr. Jesse Zink 

Montreal Diocesan Theological College 

3475 University 

Montreal, QC H3A 2A8 

jesse.zink@mcgill.ca 

514.849.3004 x222 

 

Introduction 
This course is an introduction to global Christianity and the many forms it takes around the 

world. The main means of engaging the subject is through the theology of Christians from the 

non-western world, organized both by theological theme as well as ecclesial affiliation. The 

course also includes sufficient history and context for students to be able to situate modern 

global Christianity in the broad sweep of Christian history and contemporary global society. 

 At the end of the course, students will have a broader understanding of the social, 

cultural, and religious place of Christianity in the the world of the 21st century, be able to 

articulate some of the unique theological concerns of Christians in the non-western world, and, 

as appropriate, compare the theology of Christians around the world with the theology they have 

learned thus far in their education. 

 

Books 
Required 

• Paul Gifford, Christianity, Development and Modernity in Africa (London: Hurst & 

Company, 2015)  

o This is widely available for purchase and available as an e-book on the McGill 

library website. 

• Gusatvo Gutierrez, A Theology of Liberation: History, Politics, and Salvation (New 

York: Orbis Books, first published 1973)  

o This is widely available for purchase. 

• D. K. Olukoya, Disgracing Water Spirits: Deliverance Manual for Indigenes of Riverine 

Areas (Nigeria: Mountain of Fire and Miracles Ministries, 2012) 

o Although we will not read this until late in the term, please order early as it may 

take time to deliver. 

• David Yonggi Cho, Unleashing the Power of Faith (Newberry, Florida: Bridge-Logos, 

2001/2006) 

o Although we will not read this until late in the term, please order early as it may 

take time to deliver. 

 

Strongly recommended 



RELG479, Winter 2020, 2 

 

• John Parratt, ed., An Introduction to Third World Theologies (Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 2004) 

o This book is arranged geographically and not topically and so it is difficult to map 

readings from this book onto the course, but it provides invaluable background 

the primary readings for the course and students are encouraged to read it in its 

entirety. It is widely available for purchase online. 

 

Structure of Course 
In this unusual semester, it is important to define some terms so we are all on the same page. 

 

• Fixed elements: Parts of this course that meet at a specific time in an online Zoom 

classroom. Recordings of these are available afterwards for a fixed period of time. 

• Flexible elements: Parts of this course that students can pursue at their own pace (often 

within certain time and date ranges or with fixed deadlines). These are all available on 

MyCourses. 

 

This course combines both fixed and flexible elements. These elements includes: 

 

• Readings (flexible): Assigned readings, either in books you need to purchase or scans 

available on MyCourses. In spite of the unusual features of this course brought about by 

the remote environment, this remains a text-based course. As such, it is vital that students 

read the assigned texts in advance of class and be prepared for discussion by ensuring 

that they have access to the assigned readings during each discussion session, whether in 

print or digitally. 

• Videos (flexible—within a fixed period of time): Videos prepared by the instructor that 

offer background and context on the week’s theme. These are available for a two-week 

period, generally from the week before to the week after the discussion section on the 

topic. 

• Online discussion boards (flexible—with deadline): Discussion boards on MyCourses 

to which students can post responses. Each topic-week has two: one for pre-discussion 

prompts and one for post-video prompts. (See below.) There are deadlines for these 

submissions. 

• Discussion sections (fixed—with recordings available for a fixed period of time): 

Zoom classroom meeting of the whole class to focus in particular on the assigned 

readings for the week. These will be recorded for those who are unable to attend and 

videos will be available for two weeks after the discussion. Students who believe they 

will be regularly unable to make the discussion section at the scheduled time are asked to 

contact the instructor. All discussion sections will meet in the scheduled time but it is 

unlikely that we will use all of that time. 

• Other resources (flexible): YouTube videos, news links, tweets, images, and other 

material available on MyCourses (generally on the discussion board) to which students 

will be asked to respond in the pre-discussion prompts. 

 

Evaluation 
A student’s grade for this course is based on the following elements: 
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• Three critical essays (first one: 20%; latter two: 25% each) 

• Critical reading questions (14% total) 

• Responses to pre-discussion section prompts on online discussion boards (8%) 

• Responses to post-video prompts on online discussion boards (8%) 

 

Critical Essays: 

For each of these essays, students will be given a list of prompts consisting of quotations from 

the assigned readings. The essay is a chance for the student to engage critically with the 

quotation and, more broadly, the reading and the issues it raises. Further instruction will be given 

with the assignment. 

Each essay will be 1500 to 2000 words long. These essays will not require further 

research beyond the readings and videos assigned for this course, though students may choose to 

engage with other material if they wish. You are also encouraged to draw on our online 

discussions. 

 The essays will be due on the following schedule: 

• Essay 1: Circulated September 28, 2020 and due by 11:59pm (Montreal time) 

on Wednesday, October 14, 2020. 

• Essay 2: Circulated November 9, 2020 and due by 11:59pm (Montreal time) 

on Wednesday, November 25, 2020. 

• Essay 3: Circulated November 23, 2020 and due by 11:59pm on Tuesday, 

December 8, 2020. 

 

Critical Reading Questions 

In preparation for the discussion sections, students will prepare a critical question about the 

readings assigned for that day. More information about this will be posted on MyCourses 

separately. There are 13 weeks in the term. Students are expected to submit questions in at least 

9 weeks. These must be submitted before the online discussion section for that week begins. 

Later submissions will not be accepted, read, or marked. The mark for this component of the 

assessment will be based on six randomly chosen scores from among those nine submissions. 

 

Responses to Pre-Discussion Section Prompts on Online Discussion Boards 

Each week of the course will have an online discussion board that poses a question that is 

generally related to the topic. In some cases, students may be expected to engage with a brief 

resource (e.g. YouTube video, newspaper article, tweet) before posting. In other instances, 

students will be asked to draw on their own experience. I will not regularly participate in these 

discussion boards but I will read them so as to summarize and develop some of the key points of 

our discussion at the start of our classroom meetings. Students are not graded on the correctness 

of their answers but by their participation and thoughtfulness. There are 13 weeks in the term. 

Good participation would indicate that students respond online in a minimum of 9 weeks. 

 Students will ideally respond to these before the discussion section for that week begins. 

In order to earn credit, students must respond by the time access to the video is ended, one week 

after the discussion section. Later submissions will not be accepted, read, or marked. 

 

Responses to Post-Video Prompts on Online Discussion Boards 

Each week of the course will have a video to watch offering an overview and context for that 

week’s topic. At the end of each video, there will be a question/prompt for students to respond to 
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on a MyCourses discussion board. I will not regularly participate in these discussion boards but I 

will read them so as to know how students are responding to and making sense of the material in 

the videos. Students are not graded on the correctness of their answers but by their participation 

and thoughtfulness. There are 13 weeks in the term. Good participation would indicate that 

students respond online in a minimum of 9 weeks. 

 Students will ideally respond to these prompts before the discussion section for the week. 

In order to earn credit, students must respond by the time access to the video is ended, one week 

after the discussion section. Later submissions will not be accepted, read, or marked. 

 

The discussion sections on Zoom depend on student participation to be successful. Depending on 

the final size of the course, we will experiment with different formats for this discussion, 

including whole group and breakout rooms. Students are expected to be prepared for these 

discussions by having completed the assigned readings. 

 Given the technological challenges that may be experienced by some students, 

participation in these discussion sections is not graded and does not count towards the final 

assessment. Nonetheless, students are strongly encouraged to make advantage of these sessions 

as they will be vital to helping students shape their critical essays. 

 

Course and Reading Schedule 
Note that this reading list does not include the brief resources students may be asked to engage 

with for the online discussion boards. 

 

Week 1: Christianity as a Global Religion 

• Andrew F. Walls, “The Gospel as Prisoner and Liberator of Culture,” in The Missionary 

Movement in Christian History: Studies in the Transmission of Faith, pp. 3-15. 

• Lamin Sanneh, “Introduction” and “Introduction to the Second Edition,” Translating the 

Message: The Missionary Impact on Culture, 2nd edition. 

 

Week 2: Culture and Context in Global Christianity 

• John S. Mbiti, “Theological Impotence and the Universality of the Church,” in Mission 

Trends No. 3: Third World Theologies, eds. Gerald H. Anderson and Thomas F. 

Stransky, pp. 6-18. 

• Kwasi Wiredu, “Toward Decolonizing African Philosophy and Religion,” African 

Studies Quarterly 1.4 (1998), pp. 17-46. 

 

Week 3: Liberation Theology 

• Gustavo Gutierrez, A Theology of Liberation: History, Politics, and Salvation (Orbis 

Books, first published 1973), introductions, chapters 1, 9, and 12. 

 

Week 4: Reading the Bible 

• R.S. Sugirtharajah, The Bible and the Third World: Precolonial, Colonial and 

Postcolonial Encounters (Cambridge University Press, 2001), ch. 8, pp. 244-275 

• Kwok Pui-Lan, “Discovering the Bible in the Non-biblical world,” in Voices from the 

Margin: Interpeting the Bible in the Third World, new editiion (London: SPCK, 

1995/1991), pp. 289-305. 
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Week 5: Christology 

• Benezet Bujo, African Theology in its Social Context (New York: Orbis, 1992), Part 

Two: “Outline of an African Theology,” pp. 75-91. 

• K.H. Ting, “The Cosmic Christ,” in A Chinese Contribution to Ecumenical Theology: 

Selected Writings of Bishop K.H. Ting, ed. Janice and Philip Wickeri (Geneva: WCC 

Publications, 2002), pp. 91-100. 

• C. Rene Padilla, “Toward a Contextual Christology from Latin America,” Toward a 

Contextual Christology from Latin America, ed. Mark Branson (Eerdmans, 1986), pp. 81-

105. 

 

Week 6: The Church and the World 

• The Kairos Document: A theological comment on the political crisis in South Africa 

(1985). 

• Emmanuel Katongole, Born from Lament: The Theology and Politics of Hope in Africa 

(Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2017), ch. 12. 

 

Week 7: Gender and Theology 

• Mercy Amba Oduyoye, Daughters of Anowa: African Women and Patriarchy 

(Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1995), ch. 8: “Calling the Church to Account,” pp. 172-187 

• Elizabeth Amoah and Mercy Amba Oduyoye, “The Christ for African Women,” in With 

Passion and Compassion: Third World Women Doing Theology, eds. Virginia Fabella 

and Mercy Amba Oduyoye (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1990), pp. 35-46 

• Ruth Marshall, Political Spiritualities: The Pentecostal Revolution in Nigeria (London: 

University of Chicago Press, 2009), pp. 245-264 

 

Week 8: Grassroots Theology 

• Watch (before class) Pray the Devil Back to Hell (Gini Reticker, 2008) (available through 

the McGill library online) 

• Read: Leymah Gbowee with Carol Mithers, Mighty Be Our Powers: How Sisterhood, 

Prayer, and Sex Changed a Nation at War (New York: Beast Books, 2011), esp. Part II, 

esp. ch. 12 

 

Week 9: Case Study: Korea 

• Alec Ryrie, Protestants: The Radials Who Made the Modern World, ch. 14. 

• Byung Mu Ahn, “Jesus and People (Minjung),” in Asian Faces of Jesus, ed. R.S. 

Sugirtharajah (New York: Orbis, 1993), pp. 163-172 

• David Yonggi Cho, Unleashing the Power of Faith, entire book. 

 

Week 10: Pentecostal Theology I 

• Joel Robbins, “The Globalization of Pentecostal and Charismatic Christianity,” Annual 

Review of Anthropology, 33 (2004) 117-143. 

• Gifford, Christianity, Development and Modernity in Africa, chapters 1-4 

 

Week 11: Pentecostal Theology II 

• Gifford, Christianity, Development and Modernity in Africa, chapters 5-9 



RELG479, Winter 2020, 6 

 

• selections from Pastor E. A. Adeboye, Open Heavens: A Guide to a Close Fellowship 

with God (Nigeria: Open Heavens Media, 2016). 

• Dr. D. K. Olukoya, Disgracing Water Spirits: Deliverance Manual for Indigenes of 

Riverine Areas, entire book 

• Lausanne Theology Working Group, “A Statement on the Prosperity Gospel.”  

 

Week 12: Case Study: “Homosexuality” in Global Christianity 

• Adriaan S. van Klinken, “Gay rights, the devil and the end times: public religion and the 

enchantment of the homosexuality debate in Zambia,” Religion 43.4 (2013): 519-540. 

• Other readings TBC 

 

Week 13: A Global Context for Theology 

• Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, selections 

• Musa W. Dube, “To Pray the Lord’s Prayer in the Global Economic Era,” in The Bible in 

Africa, pp. 611-632. 

• Pope Francis, A Stranger and You Welcomed Me, selections 

 

Policies and Practices 
You and Me: 

My practice is to call students by first name in class. Please advise me if you prefer to be called 

by a name other than what is listed on the class list I receive. My preference is that you also call 

me by my first name. I welcome your e-mail communication and I will seek to respond to your 

e-mail within 48 hours. I generally do not check e-mail in the evening or on the weekend. 

 

Late Submission: 

Please make note of the deadlines and respect them. Note that some components of assessment 

for this course do not allow for late submissions. For written assignments that do permit late 

submission and are submitted after the deadline, a penalty of 10% for each week day they are 

late will be applied. After ten days, they will receive a mark of zero. If you need an extension, 

please request this in writing well in advance of the submission deadline. A new week day is 

considered to begin one minute after the submission deadline. 

 

Academic Integrity:  

McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the 

meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code 

of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (see www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ for 

more information).  

 

Office Hours: 

I do not have regularly-scheduled office hours but you are very welcome to schedule an 

appointment with me outside of class. What might you want to use such a meeting for? They 

could be an opportunity to discuss an assignment you are working on, to go over material 

covered in class, to talk about connections between material in this course and other courses you 

are taking, and anything else. Office hours are generally student-directed but I can also help you 

formulate questions based on my sense of your progress in class.  
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Language of Submission: 

In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have the 

right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded. This does not apply 

to courses in which acquiring proficiency in a language is one of the objectives. 

Conformément à la Charte des droits de l’étudiant de l’Université McGill, chaque étudiant a le 

droit de soumettre en français ou en anglais tout travail écrit devant être noté (sauf dans le cas 

des cours dont l’un des objets est la maîtrise d’une langue). 


