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What makes us fundamentally human? This talk is not meant to offer an
answer to this question. Instead, it will examine what ancient Greek
philosophers meant by ‘nature’ and the reasons why this notion becomes
problematic when it is applied to human beings and human affairs. It will also
show that the notion of fitra played a key role in debates amongst Muslim
intellectuals about human nature. Since fitra has no equivalent in Greek
philosophy, it can also help us think about the complexity of the reception of
Greek philosophy in the Islamic intellectual universe.
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