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Religion, Globalisation, and Dialogue 

Religious persuasion possesses an almost unparalleled power to play both a positive and a negative role in the 
pursuit of political and social harmony in today’s increasingly integrated global community. While those who seek 
to employ religion in order to promote conflict may be few in number, they are nonetheless organised, and are 
often extremely effective in achieving their aims. Under current conditions of globalisation it has never been more 
necessary to ensure that those who seek peace and harmony among the world’s major religions are also well 
organised and equipped, both intellectually and practically, to confront any threat or disruption to collective 
peace and order. What are the implications of religious diversity for the promotion of human rights? Does 
globalisation presage a syncretistic convergence of the world religions, or possibly even the end of religion as 
hitherto understood?  To what extent are the particular and positive requirements of religious faith and 
commitment reconcilable with the universalising tendencies of a globalised economy?  According to Article 18 of 
the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), “everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience, 
and religion; this right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in 
community with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and 
observance.” To what extent is this article consistent with the core tenets of the world’s major religions?  Does 
the universalising premise of globalisation contain within it the seed of secularisation?  Are religious “rights” 
reconcilable with traditional pre-modern (or post-modern) communitarian claims of these religious identities?  Is 
meaningful inter-faith, inter-religious dialogue possible under the conditions of globalisation? And if so, what are 
the appropriate forms for the promotion of this conversation?  

 

McGill’s Centre for Research on Religion proposes a series of lectures to address these and similar questions 
during the Fall Term of 2010.  Seven one-hour lectures followed by a half-hour of open discussion will be delivered 
at the Faculty of Religious Studies, 3520 University Street, on Wednesdays in October and November 2010, at 5:30 
pm.  Following each lecture a Reception open to participants will be hosted in the Foyer of the Birks Building. 
Contact: Professor Torrance Kirby, Director of the Centre for Research on Religion, torrance.kirby@mcgill.ca 

 

14 October  Jeffrey Haynes  

(Thursday) Professor of Religion and Politics Religions and global politics 

 London Metropolitan University 

 

20 October Peter Beyer   

 Professor of the Sociology of Religion Religious pluralisation in a global society 

 University of Ottawa  

 

27 October  José Casanova  

  Professor of Sociology  Emerging global denominationalism 

  Georgetown University 

  

3 November Arvind Sharma  

 Birks Professor of Comparative Religion Religious freedom, globalisation 

 McGill University and dialogue 

 

10 November Mark Juergensmeyer    

 Professor Sociology and Religious Studies Religious challenges to the 

 University of California, Santa Barbara secular state 

 

17 November Katherine Marshall 

 Senior Fellow and Visiting Professor Faith and good governance 

 Berkley Center for Religion, Peace and World Affairs 

 

24 November Akbar Ahmed     

 Ibn Khaldun Chair of Islamic Studies Journey into America: 

 American University, Washington, DC the challenge of Islam 

 



   

Akbar Ahmed 

Ibn Khaldun Chair of Islamic Studies, American University in Washington, DC, Professor Akbar was the High Commissioner of Pakistan to the 

Court of St. James.  In September 2008 he was appointed the first Distinguished Chair for Middle East/Islamic Studies at the US Naval 

Academy, Annapolis, Maryland in addition to the Ibn Khaldun Chair at American University. From Fall 2009 onwards he was appointed 

Distinguished Visiting Affiliate at the US Naval Academy and was Non-Resident Senior Fellow at The Brookings Institution for several years. 

Ahmed’s book Journey into Islam: The Crisis of Globalization is published by the Brookings Institution Press. His chapter “The Clash of 

Civilizations?” is in Debating the War of Ideas edited by E.D. Patterson and J. Gallagher (Macmillan, 2009). “Swat in the Eye of the Storm: 

Interview with Akbar Ahmed” is featured in Anthropology Today 25.5 (2009). His most recent book, Journey into America: The Challenge of 

Islam (2010), is an unprecedented study based in fieldwork of Muslims in America. 

 

Peter Beyer 

Professor of the Sociology of Religion, University of Ottawa. His main interests centre on the relations between religion and globalization as 

well as on religion in contemporary Canada. In the earlier parts of his career, Peter Beyer focused his research primarily on sociological 

theory of religion and on themes in Canadian religious historyHis current research focuses on religious diversity and multiculturalism in 

Canada, especially as concerns recent immigrants and the second generation of these immigrants. Globalization, Religion and Culture, 

edited with Lori Beaman. Leiden: Brill, 2007. Religions in Global Society. London: Routledge, 2006. 

 

José Casanova 

Jose Casanova is one of the world's top scholars in the sociology of religion. He is a Professor at the Department of Sociology at 

Georgetown University, and heads the Berkley Center's Program on Globalization, Religion and the Secular. He has published works in a 

broad range of subjects, including religion and globalization, migration and religious pluralism, transnational religions, and sociological 

theory. His best-known work, Public Religions in the Modern World (1994), has become a modern classic in the field. Casanova’s most 

recent research has focused primarily on two areas: globalization and religion, and the dynamics of transnational religion, migration, and 

increasing ethno-religious and cultural diversity. In studying religion and globalization, his research has adopted an ambitious comparative 

perspective that includes Catholicism, Pentecostalism and Islam within its scope. Some of his recent articles in this area include “Public 

Religions Revisited” in Hent de Vries, ed., Religion: Beyond the Concept, Fordham University Press, 2008, and “Religion, Politics and Gender 

in Catholicism and Islam” in Hanna Herzog and Ann Braude, ed., Gendered Modernities: Women, Religion, and Politics (forthcoming). 

 

Jeffrey Haynes 

Jeff Haynes is recognised as an international authority in five separate areas: religion and international relations; religion and politics; 

democracy and democratisation; development; and comparative politics and globalisation. He has written many books, journal articles and 

book chapters, totaling more than 140 such publications since 1986 including 26 books. They include a 17,000-word discussion paper for 

the Geneva-based United Nations Research Institute for Social Development, ‘Religion, Fundamentalism and Identity: A Global Perspective’ 

(1995) and a 15,000-word study for the Commonwealth Secretariat, ‘Political Transformation in the Commonwealth’ (2009). Among recent 

books are Religion and Politics in Europe, the Middle East and North Africa (editor), Routledge/ECPR Studies in European Political Science, 

2010; An Introduction to Religion and International Relations. Pearson, 2007; Comparative Politics in a Globalizing World, Polity, 2005. 

 

Mark Juergensmeyer  

Director of the Orfalea Center for Global and International Studies, professor of sociology, and affiliate professor of religious studies at the 

University of California, Santa Barbara. He is an expert on religious violence, conflict resolution and South Asian religion and politics, and 

has published more than two hundred articles and twenty books. Juergensmeyer has received research fellowships from the Wilson Center 

in Washington D.C., the Harry Frank Guggenheim Foundation, the U.S. Institute of Peace, and the American Council of Learned Societies. He 

is the 2003 recipient of the prestigious Grawemeyer Award for contributions to the study of religion. Global Rebellion: Religious Challenges 

to the Secular State, University of California Press 2008; Terror in the Mind of God: The Global Rise of Religious Violence, University of 

California Press, revised edition 2003. 

 

Katherine Marshall 

Senior fellow at Georgetown's Berkley Center for Religion, Peace and World Affairs Katherine Marshall is also a Visiting Professor. She is 

also Executive Director of the World Faiths Development Dialogue. Her long career with the World Bank (1971-2006) involved a wide range 

of leadership assignments, many focused on Africa.  Ms. Marshall serves on the Boards of several NGOs and on advisory groups. Among her 

more pertinent activities are: her role on the Advisory Council of the International Anti-Corruption Conference (IACC), membership in the 

World Economic Forum Council of 100, to advance understanding between the Islamic World and the West, and service on the board of 

IDEA (International Development Ethics Association). She was a trustee of Princeton University and is a member of the Niwano Peace Prize 

international selection committee.  Faith and Good Governance: Towards Strengthening Global Coalitions. Berkley Center for Religion, 

Peace, and World Affairs, January, 2009. 

 

Arvind Sharma 

Birks Professor of Comparative Religion in the Faculty of Religions Studies, McGill University and founding member of the McGill Centre for 

Research on Religion. He was the first Infinity Foundation Visiting professor of Indic Studies at Harvard University, has held fellowships at 

the John F. Kennedy School of Government, the Center for the Study of World Religions, the Brookings Institute, the Center for the Study of 

Values in Public Life, and the Center for Business and Government. He was also elected a Fellow of the Royal Asiatic Society. Are Human 

Rights Western?: A Contribution to the Dialogue of Civilizations (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006); Hinduism and Human Rights: A 

Conceptual Approach (Law in India) (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004). 
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