Muskox in the Winter
In honour of the Chinese New Year which starts on February 12th 2021 until January 31st 2022, today we are focusing
on the Muskox, as this year is the year of the Ox. The ox or metal ox of the Chinese zodiac symbolizes characteristics
such as strength, hard work, positivity and honesty.
Often thought to be a buffalo, the muskox (Latin Ovibus moschatus) lives in the Arctic region of Canada compared to
the Buffalo and is smaller in size. One of the biggest differences to buffaloes is that the muskox is well adapted for the
frozen grounds of the Arctic. The muskox is named after the strong, musky smell that they release during mating
season even though the smell isn't actually musk!
Muskoxen crossed into Northern America about 90,000 years ago when the Bering Strait was dry land. When the last
glacier covered North America, muskoxen survived in ice-free areas or ‘glacial refugia’ in the northern Arctic islands and
Greenland along with mammoths and other Ice age animals. As the ice retreated, muskox spread throughout northern
Canada and Greenland before moving westward into Alaska. Many of the Muskox herds in Canada never travel any
lower than the treeline of the Arctic tundra, which is quite amazing because not many animals can survive in such
harsh conditions.
Sometimes in the harsh winter months the muskox will create groups having up to 70 in a herd. This helps protect the
animals against the weather and predators.
Muskoxen are herbivores: they love to eat flowers and grasses in the summer and in winter they dig through the snow
with their strong hooves to live off lichen, moss, dried grass and flowers, and roots. They also use their hooves to break
through solid ice to reach the water below for drinking. Today, about 100,000 muskoxen roam the Northwest
Territories, Nunavut and Northern Quebec by the Hudson Strait. Muskoxen are herd animals and form tight family
bonds in herds. Muskox herds average about 14 adults in size, with about 10 juveniles or babies. Babies are born in
spring and grow up fast. They are able to travel with the herd immediately.

