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FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK 

By Hans Larsson 

 
  

 

The Redpath Museum is now 133 years old. 

As many of you know, it is the oldest museum 

building in Canada and curates more than 1.6 

million specimens that age from billions of years old 

to yesterday! The museum has an equally rich 

history, beginning of course with Sir John William 

Dawson and his prolific scientific and public 

contributions. Today, the museum maintains a 

world-class research program that is central to our 

mandate of exploring the natural world around us. 

Our research is spearheaded by six high profile 

research groups with a small army of graduate 

students (about 40) and even more undergraduates. 

Museum research is paralleled by a dynamic public 

engagement program that hosts over 160,000 visitors 

annually. Some details of these follow in the next 

few pages. For all our successes, we are busting at 

the seams as our academic, collections, and public 

engagement programs continue to expand. These are 

the best kinds of challenges to have.  

 I picked up the torch of Directorship this 

summer from David Green, who guided the museum 

for the past ten years. I didn't come to McGill to be 

an administrator, but I certainly did come for the 

Museum. It's the only place in Canada were I could 

practice my science in a top university and still be in 

a museum. For those reasons, I am delighted to 

continue the tradition of researchers directing the 

museum. There are many reasons why researchers 

should do this; foremost is that inspiration of 

discovery and  

 

 

intellectual progress are central to the ethos of 

natural history museums. Without someone like that 

at the helm, museum's risk becoming 'roadside 

science stops'. 

 As the year begins, we have begun a series 

of long-term, large-scale planning and grant writing 

projects and many smaller ones. The latter includes a 

new three-year partnership with the Canadian 

Wildlife Federation. This partnership allies the 

Museum and CWF along the common goal of 

engaging communities about Canadian nature and 

wild places. Longer-term plans relate to how the 

Museum will fit within the growth of McGill over 

the next several years and decades. These include 

envisioning how the Museum may grow physically, 

academically, and publicly.  

 

Although there are many ideas afloat,  

if any of you reading this have suggestions and 

dreams for the Museum, please let me  

(or any other Museum people) know! 

The photo shows us waiting at the Museum door. 
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A BIT OF HISTORY 
By Peter Tarassoff 

 

 
Photo: Carpenter memorial plaque, recovered during the 

director switchover in June 2015. 
 

Recent renovations in the Director’s office have 

revealed some interesting historical artifacts. The 

elaborate plaque with gold lettering illustrated above 

dates to the museum’s opening in 1882. It is in 

memory of Dr. Philip Pearsall Carpenter (1819-

1877) who in 1867 donated the Carpenter Collection 

of Shells, one of the oldest named natural history 

collections in the museum. Born in Bristol, England, 

Carpenter was a clergyman who became one of the 

most important figures in 19
th
 century conchology. 

His interest in shells began when he was a teenager. 

He went on to amass an enormous collection of 

shells, including the celebrated Mazatlan collection 

from the west coast of Mexico. He is credited with 

describing over 200 new species of molluscs.  

 

In 1865, he immigrated to Canada and took up 

residence in Montreal where he joined a very active 

community of natural history scientists. In an 1885 

visitor’s guide to the Redpath, Sir William Dawson 

described the Carpenter Collection as “unrivalled on 

this continent, in its extent, arrangement and 

richness in varietal forms.” The Redpath collection 

is one of several that Carpenter donated to museums 

in Britain and North America. 

 

 

BIODIVERSITY / ECO-EVOLUTIONARY 

DYNAMICS 

By Andrew Hendry 

The Adaptive Radiation of Darwin's Finches: old, 

new, and personal perspectives 
(a very condensed version of a pseudo-popular 
piece about the adaptive radiation of Darwin's 
finches- Part I) 

 
 

When I went home for Christmas in 1995, I was an 

aspiring salmon biologist doing my Master’s 

research at the University of Washington, Seattle. 

By the time I returned to Seattle two weeks later, I 

was an aspiring evolutionary biologist. Now, 20 

years later, I suppose I am an established 

evolutionary biologist, although I am still aspiring! I 

have worked on stickleback in British Columbia, 

guppies in Trinidad, and – of most significance to 

the present story – Darwin’s finches in Galapagos. I 

doubt I would have worked in any of these systems 

had it not been for one gift that fateful Christmas – a 

book. 

 

The book was The Beak of the Finch by Jonathan 

Weiner, something my mother had seen in a book 

store and thought I might like. For the next few 

days, I sat over the heater vent entombed in a 

blanket with only a pane of glass between me and 

snowy −25°C Edmonton, losing myself in the tale of 

two Princeton University evolutionary 

biologists, Peter and Rosemary Grant, and their 

quest to understand how evolution works through 

detailed long-term studies of Darwin’s finches. Most 

amazing to me was the description of how this work 

had demonstrated evolution occurring on very short 

time scales, sometimes only a single generation. I 

had never imagined that it might be possible to 

watch evolution take place in almost real time – yet 

they had done it. From that moment onward, I 

wanted to do the same thing and, within a few days 

of returning to Seattle, I went to the library and 

photocopied every paper by the Grants. Slowly, the 

story emerged. 

 

http://www.jonathanweiner.com/
http://www.jonathanweiner.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_and_Rosemary_Grant
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An image of the Galápagos Islands and their topography. 

Image from Wikimedia Commons.  

 

The Galapagos Islands were formed by magma 

welling up from a hotspot on the ocean floor to build 

underwater mountains, some of which broke the 

surface and became islands. When the first island 

formed, more than 8 million years ago, it had no 

terrestrial life given its 900+ km separation from the 

mainland. With time, however, various plants and 

animals either flew, drifted, or were carried to the 

islands. One of those colonists, arriving 

approximately 1.5 million years ago, was a bird – 

presumably a flock of them – that probably looked 

something like a modern-day Grassquit. 

 

 

The Darwin’s finch ancestor may have looked this Black-

faced Grassquit (Tiaris bicolor). Photo by C.J. Sharp on 

Wikimedia Commons. 

 

These colonizing proto-finches arrived in an 

ecosystem that had been assembled from the 

relatively few long-distance migrants that had 

reached the islands, some of which had then 

diversified into multiple species on the islands. This 

initial finchless ecosystem had a number of different 

potential food types (insects, fruits, seeds, and leaves 

of various sorts), but very few – if any – other birds 

to eat them. These first colonists were thus 

confronted with a land of “ecological opportunity” 

filled with a number of “empty niches” that might be 

filled by finches. 

 

The colonizing finches increased in abundance and 

spread across the various Galapagos Islands. As they 

did so, they encountered different conditions. Some 

islands were very low and dry. Some islands were 

high and wet. Some had many insects, some had 

few. Some had certain types of plants, some had 

other types. Each of these different sets of conditions 

meant that a different way of feeding would be 

optimal at different locations. These different ways 

of feeding had a classic evolutionary target – the 

beak of the finch. 

 

 

The diversity of pliers. Images 

fromhttp://coilku.blogspot.ca/  

 
Bird beaks have been likened to pliers and, 

like pliers, different shapes and sizes are best 

suited for different tasks. The thin, pointed 

beak of a warbler is well-suited for gleaning 

insects, the long beak of a honeycreeper for 

probing flowers for nectar, the chisel-like 

beak of a woodpecker for tearing apart wood, 

and the robust rounded beak of a finch for 

cracking seeds. 

Thus, as the proto-finches spread across Galapagos 

and encountered different conditions, the different 

populations began to experience natural selection for 

different beak morphologies. Over perhaps a 

relatively short period of time, adaptation drove 

those different populations toward those different 

beaks, yielding a small pointed beak for insect eating 

(eventually to be called “warbler finches”), a long 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-R9VGGclEhvQ/VUps3tWi09I/AAAAAAAABSM/i-EqmDYt87k/s1600/galapagos.png
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-kJH3EUZFYnI/VUpsmhs276I/AAAAAAAABSE/8svJ__mXbug/s1600/Black-faced_grassquit_(Tiaris_bicolor)_male.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-h8NIfoMU5Xw/VUpuTsdCXyI/AAAAAAAABSY/x6K3X1Bqcs0/s1600/image44.png
http://coilku.blogspot.ca/
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bill for nectar feeding (eventually to be called the 

“cactus finch”), a chisel-like bill for tearing apart 

wood (eventually to be called the “woodpecker 

finch”), a robust beak for cracking seeds (eventually 

to be called the “ground finches”), and so on. Yet, if 

it is geographic variation in food types that drives 

this “adaptive radiation” of finches, how does one 

end up with multiple species at any given location – 

as is currently the case in Galapagos? 

 

 

 

One representation of the Darwin's finch radiation (Grant 

1986: Ecology and Evolution of Darwin's finches) 

 

Given that the proto-finches spread to the diverse 

locations in Galapagos in the first place, it seems 

just as plausible that newly-evolving species could 

similarly spread to different locations, some of 

which would already host locally-evolved species. If 

the end result of this “secondary contact” is to be a 

multi-species finch community, two requirements 

must be met. First, the invading species has to have 

a different diet than the resident species – otherwise 

one species will simply out-compete and thereby 

exclude the other species (“competitive exclusion”). 

Second, the invading and resident species can’t 

interbreed too much – otherwise they will simply 

fuse together into a single species. Fortunately, these 

two requirements often seem to be met for Darwin’s 

finches in Galapagos. I will tell you about this in the 

Fall 2016 Redpath Newsletter. Stay tuned! 

 

 

EVOLUTIONARY ECOLOGY AND 

EXPERIMENTAL GENOMICS 

By Rowan Barrett 

This year marks the expansion of the division of 

Evolutionary Ecology and Experimental Genomics, 

with several new personnel joining us at the Redpath 

Museum, including Juntao Hu (Ph.D.), Arash 

Askary (Ph.D.), Ananda Martins (Ph.D.), and 

Marc-Olivier Beausoleil (M.Sc.). Existing 

members Dieta Hanson (Ph.D.), Tim Thurman 

(Ph.D.), Sara Smith (M.Sc.), and Antoine Paccard 

(PDF) who collectively had a productive 2015, with 

multiple papers published or in press at the journals 

American Naturalist, Molecular Ecology, and 

Journal of Evolutionary Biology. Members also 

attended several meetings including the European 

Society for Evolutionary Biology (Switzerland), the 

International Conference on Stickleback Behaviour 

and Ecology (USA), and the Wild Genomics 

Meeting (Norway). Antoine Paccard and Rowan 

Barrett gave invited seminars at Princeton 

University, Florida State University, Notre Dame 

University, Université de Montréal, and Université 

du Quebec a Montréal. 

 

Photo: The Barrett team using paint markers for mark-

recapture analyses to determine population size 

estimates. 

The year was marked by intensive fieldwork, with 

trips to the Bahamas for Anolis research by Tim 

Thurman and Rowan Barrett, East and West 

coasts of North America for Gasterosteus fish 

research by Dieta Hanson and Antoine Paccard, 

Nebraska for Peromyscus research by Rowan 

Barrett, and Costa Rica for Heliconius research by 

Tim Thurman. Antoine Paccard has added over 

500 Gasterosteus aculetus specimens from 

Newfoundland and Nova Scotia to the Redpath 

collections, which marks the Museum’s first East 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-DjBR2SHPkrQ/VUpyY1-H_5I/AAAAAAAABTM/FtPtDq2CNVk/s1600/Picture1.png
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coast acquisitions for this species. In addition, Dieta 

Hanson has added 40 Gasterosteus aculetus 

specimens from Iceland, Norway, Germany, 

Switzerland, Alaska, Japan, and Russia, all of which 

represent new localities for this species within the 

Redpath collections. 

Photo: Anolis Lizard from the Bahamian islands. 

Finally, Rowan Barrett was awarded a $882,925 

grant from the U.S. National Science Foundation 

with collaborator Prof. Robert Pringle (Princeton 

University) to continue his research on community 

dynamics within the adaptive radiation of Anolis 

lizards on Bahamian islands. 

WORLD CULTURES DIVISION 
By Barbara Lawson 

 

Oceania 

During the 19
th
 century, missionary transformations 

were most successfully realized within the domain 

of material culture and figured prominently in the 

strategies of Presbyterians working in the southern 

islands of the New Hebrides (now Vanuatu). 

Barbara Lawson contributed a paper to a Pacific 

Arts Association panel entitled “Mission 

Accomplished? The Legacy of Religious Missionary 

Movements on the Art of Oceania” at the College 

Arts Association meetings in New York City, 

February 11-14, 2015.  Her paper “Early Missionary 

Activity on Erromango and its Impact on Local 

Material Culture” examined the interplay of local 

innovation and imposed change in terms of objects 

past and present, contextualizing several artefacts 

from the Redpath Museum collection. 

 

A festival entitled “Tapa, Lien culturel d ’Océanie / 

Barkcloth, Cultural Link of Oceania” was hosted by 

the Musée de Tahiti & des Îles, November 2014 to 

February 2015 with the objective of gaining 

UNESCO recognition for Oceanian tapa as 

Intangible Cultural Heritage.  Images and texts 

related to the Redpath’s Erromango cloths were used 

for banners representing Vanuatu, since barkcloth 

from that archipelago is relatively rare and no 

examples were available for exhibition. Redpath 

Curator Barbara Lawson has contributed an article, 

“Tracking Erromango barkcloth” for the upcoming 

publication Tapa: from Southeast Asia to Eastern 

Polynesia, edited by Michel Charleux, 

anthropologist at the Université de la Polynésie 

Française and curator responsible for the 

international event which included exhibitions, 

lectures, and workshops. 

Photo: Erromangan woman wearing barkcloth and leaf 

skirts c. 1910.  Photo: © Australian Museum  

 

Ancient Egypt 

An overview of the past 150 years of the Redpath’s 

Ancient Egyptian mummy collection including a 

review of early examinations and exhibits will be a 

feature article authored by Barbara Lawson in the 

upcoming issue of McGill’s Fontanus series.  This 

detailed account, including a wealth of new 

information, provides a fascinating context for  the 

2011 CT scan examinations and the facial 

reconstructions now on exhibit which have attracted 

considerable media attention and visitor interest. 
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Photo: Coffin with mummy (RM 2717) examined at the 

Canadian Conservation Institute (Ottawa) circa 1979. 

Photo: © CCI 
 

 

WORLD CULTURES DONATIONS: 

 

The Redpath Museum is most grateful to receive a 

donation of forty-one objects acquired in Sarawak 

and elsewhere in Southeast Asia by Mr. Gerry 

Meuris of Dollard des Ormeaux, a McGill M.Ed. 

graduate, who was a teacher in Borneo in the 1960s. 

These artefacts complement an existing Redpath 

collection obtained at approximately the same time 

by McGill anthropology professor Jérôme 

Rousseau during his Borneo fieldwork in the early 

1970s. 

 

The Museum has also received a donation of Pre-

Columbian ceramics including noisemakers, musical 

instruments, and decorative stamps and rollers from 

Mrs. Patricia Kendall of Baie- D’Urfé, which were 

acquired in Mexico by her late husband, Dr Alan 

Kendall, MD McGill. 

 

 
Photo: Pre-Columbian ceramic rollers, Kendall donation. 

 

Day of the Dead Altar Installation 

 

The Redpath World Cultures gallery (3
rd

 floor)  

hosted the installation of a Dia De Los Muertos altar 

under the auspices of Montreal’s Mexican 

Consulate General.  Dia De Los Muertos is one of 

the most important celebrations in Mexico and for 

Mexicans around the world.  A central feature of the 

yearly November 1
st
 festivity is the altar, an 

elaborate construction commemorating deceased 

family members and friends. It is a mixture of 

symbolism deriving from indigenous traditions and 

introduced Catholic beliefs.  Altars are usually 

created inside people's homes, but occasionally can 

be seen in schools and public places and usually 

combine pagan and religious imagery as well as 

memorial photos and gifts or ofrenda of favourite 

foods, drinks, clothing, and flowers intended for the 

enjoyment of the spirits when they return to visit 

their living families and friends. The Day of the 

Dead installation was held November 1 – 8, 2015 

at the Redpath Museum and accompanied by 

events at the Consulate’s Galerie Espacio Mexico 

(2055 Peel Street). 

 

COLLECTIONS ACTIVITY 

By Anthony Howell 

 

PHI Center Polar Bear 
In September 2015, the Redpath Collections 

Committee successfully negotiated the long-term 

loan of a large mounted Polar bear, from the PHI 

Center in Old Montreal, to be placed on exhibit at 

the Redpath Museum. Owner and developer of the 

PHI Centre, Mrs Phoebe Greenberg,  contacted the 

Redpath mid-July to discuss this potential loan, in 

hopes that the bear would go to a safe place, and 

provide both education and excitement for the 

public.  

 
Photo: Stuffed 

mount of Polar 

bear (Ursus 

maritimus) from 

the PHI Center. 
 

Standing at 

nearly 1.5 metres 

and over  2 

metres long, the 

bear is one of the 

largest zoological 

specimens the 

museum has 

received.  
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Beaty and  Redpath bird sharing 

 

A visit from Ildiko Szabo, assistant curator of 

ornithology at the UBC Beaty Biodiversity Museum 

in British Columbia, resulted in a collaborative effort 

to increase the diversity of the ornithology 

collections of both the Beaty and Redpath Museums. 

Careful analysis of the redundancies in specimens 

from both collections has made it possible for the 

two institutions to begin the process of developing 

long term loans for specimens that will fill gaps in 

the holdings of each. Such a collaboration will serve 

to further our efforts in obtaining new and more 

diverse specimens for exhibit, teaching a research 

purposes.  

 

 
Photo: Tray of study skins from the Redpath Museum 

ornithology collections. 

 

CT Scan of Hylonomus specimen 

Over the summer a request to borrow a specimen of 

Hylonomus lyelli, currently on display at the Fundy 

Geological Museum, was made as part of a research 

project which involves creating a CT scan of the 

ancient tetrapod. Yale University graduate student 

Daniel Field will be transporting the specimen to 

Austin Texan, to be micro CT scanned at the 

University of Texas CT facility.  

 

Photo: Hylonomus lyelli, RM 21.126 on exhibit at the 

Fundy Geological Museum, in Nova Scotia. 

The high-resolution data from this scan will be used 

for discrete character analyses, functional analyses, 

and if the cranium is preserved, possibly the 

reconstruction of a cranial endocast in order to 

examine superficial brain morphology. The scans, 

once rendered, will also provide beautiful, visually-

arresting imagery that can be made available for 

digital display and promotion. 

Herpetology and ichthyology cleaning and 

reconditioning 

In a continued effort to ensure the highest quality of 

curation at the Redpath, the alcohol preserved 

collections of ichthyology and herpetology material 

received a much needed reconditioning, as nearly 

7,500 specimens were preserved with new ethanol, 

and jar seals for long term storage. These collections 

make up some of the most heavily used material at 

the Redpath. The reconditioning not only involved 

replacing ethanol and new seals for storage jars, but 

also a thorough cleaning of the storage shelves and 

the introduction of new equipment, to maintain and 

control the environmental conditions within the 

storage area. 

 
Photo: The alcohol preserved collection of herpetology 

material, in the Redpath collections. 

 

Volunteers  

 

The collections continue to improve thanks to the 

tireless efforts of volunteers Don Lawrence 

(Mammalogy collection) and Peter Tarassoff 

(Honorary Curator of Mineralogy). Over the past 

year, Don Lawrence has continued to rearticulate 

skeletal material for teaching and research purposes. 

His mastery of skeletal reconstruction has resulted in 

nearly two dozen specimens being mounted and 

ready for use in teaching, research and exhibit. 
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Photo: Rearticulated Kit fox skeleton, and rabbit skeleton 

(in progress) assembled for the Mammal collections by 

Don Lawrence. 
 

Peter Tarassoff has brought the mineralogy 

collections up to a level of organization that has not 

been achieved in many years. Peter’s tireless effort 

has allowed the Museum to not only organize the 

mineral collection, but in many cases, to decipher 

the origin of many unidentified specimens, as well 

as matching historical notes and data to existing 

collections. 

 

PALEONTOLOGY PREP LAB 

By Chantal Montreuil 

 

 
Photo: The site of the paleontology field course – 

Saskatchewan Landing Provincial Park 

 

This August I had the opportunity in taking part in 

the paleontology field course in beautiful 

southwestern Saskatchewan. The past few years 

there have been so many well preserved fossils I had 

to check out the quarry in Saskatchewan Landing 

Provincial Park. As with previous years about a 

dozen jackets and a several boxes of fossils were 

brought back to the museum. Further north of the 

main site, a first time find of more dinosaur fossils 

were discovered near Hershel Saskatchewan. Seven 

field jackets full of fossils were brought to Montreal 

and are currently being prepared by our student 

volunteers.  Other stops on this field trip included 

Eastend and the absolutely stunning Grasslands 

National Park. 

 

 
Photo: Volunteer Elizabeth Church, working at a site 

nearby the main quarry in Saskatchewan. 

 

This year the Paleontology Prep lab has seen the 

return of many long-time volunteers: Gabriel 

Dahan, Holly Ghandi, Elizabeth Church, 

Nishanth Saundararajah and Louis Gabriel 

Kéroack. A new addition to the lab is Aidan 

Howenstine who has been involved with the 

Larsson Lab on several projects. After spending the 

summer at the University of Chicago preparing 

fossils he has decided to expand his knowledge in 

preparation techniques at the Redpath. 

 

  
Photos: (Above) Louis Kerouac opening a plaster jacket 

encasing a Sarcosuchus skull. 
 

In the beginning of the year Eva Davenport's and 

Aimée Wattiaux's project for the REDM 400 

Science and Museums course involved sampling and 

identifying microfossils. Gabriel Dahan,  a local 

highschool student, continues processing the 50 kg 

sand sample that was collected in Saskatchewan 

Landing in 2014. This has led to an afterschool pilot 

project with Vezina High School in Point St. 
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Charles introducing highschool science students to 

microfossil sampling.  

 

REDPATH PUBLIC PROGRAM AND 

SCIENCE OUTREACH 

By Ingrid Birker 

 

Since the last issue of the Redpath News in 

December 2014, the public program at the Museum, 

which encompasses all the activities and initiatives 

of McGill’s Science Outreach program, has provided 

a wide range of talks, activities, workshops, staged 

readings, flashlight tours and special events to about 

81,000 visitors. This number includes the attendance 

figures for public events such as Freaky Fridays 

(attended by 815 people), Cutting Edge lectures 

(attended by 971 people), and the annual Montreal 

Museums Day / La journée des Musées Montréalais 

(with 3978 visitors on one single afternoon!).  

 

Our Museum Educators 

 

Dinoman, our volunteer Sunday educator, also 

known as Bruno Paul Stenson, has won the 

Canadian Museums Association Volunteer 

Award 2015, Presented in collaboration with the 

Canadian Federation of Friends of Museums, the 

2015 Museum Volunteer Award recognizes Bruno's 

dedication and service. 

 
Photo: Bruno Paul Stenson (aka Dinoman) at the Redpath 

Museum. 

 

This past year our Museum Educator team has 

expanded to eleven people and includes Michelle 

Dellacorte, Victoria D’Urso, Elizabeth Dawson, 

Judith Derlachter, Ranjeet Bachonee, Bruno Paul 

Stenson, Jacky Farrell, Mireille Marie, Pierre 

diCenzo, Sarah Pimpaneau and Fredéric Belley. 

Together this group provided stimulating and 

enlightening guided tours to over 6300 students at 

the Museum. They also provided Hands-on science 

in the classroom presentations on fossils, dinosaurs, 

evolution, geology, mineralogy, endangered species 

and botany to over 4500 students in Montreal area 

libraries, recreational centres, retirement homes, 

Scout and Pathfinders groups, Daycare Centers and 

homeschool associations. Now in its 10th year, the 

Science Outreach program visits an average of 50 

high schools, CEGEPs, and universities as well as 

women’s centres, summer camps and various 

community organizations every year. In addition to 

providing Science Outreach Hands-on in the 

classroom, this team also provides live-streamed 

Videoconference (VC) and suites of science 

workshops that continue in weekly sequences so that 

local students are enriched by a smorgasbord of 

natural science-based topics. Seven lunch-hour 

science workshops were given at Edinburgh School 

in Montreal West (by Jacky Farrell), 12 weekly 

presentations were provided for the Daycares at both 

the Westmount YMCA and the NDG YMCA (by 

Judith Derlachter) and a suite of 4 half-day  

summer sessions were held at FACE UP, the local 

FACE Foundation summer camp (by Ingrid 

Birker). Special thanks to Faygie Covens who very 

capably manages all the accounting for the McGill 

Science Outreach program. 

 

Many of our educational programs are online or 

teachers can borrow and use many of our kits in their 

classrooms. For instance, the The new Rock On! 

Mineral  kit was used by a about  600 students last 

year in schools such as École Christmas Park in 

Beaconsfield, St. Paul’s School in Beaconsfield,  

Clearpoint Elementary in Pointe Claire, and Ecole 

La Fontainebleu in Blainville.  

 

Another aspect of Science Outreach is called Hot 

Science, Cool Talks.  This past year over 1600 

students in CEGEPs around Montreal interacted 

with McGill scientists through the Hot Science, 

Cool Talks program where McGill scientists and 

professors visit local area high schools and CEGEPs.  
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 Photo: Ph.D. Kiyoko Gotanda, from the Hendry Lab, 

holding a koala at Magnetic Island, Australia.  

 

 
 
Kiyoko Gotanda was part of Vanier College Cegep 

Third Annual “Day of Celebration of Women in 

Science” held in mid-October for over 400 students. 

Kiyoko spoke on “Adaptive Traits and 

Spatiotemporal Variation in Selection”. She recently 

snapped up three photo prizes in this year’s British 

Ecological Society photographic competition. She 

took her beautiful photos in January 2015 on Santa 

Cruz Island in the Galápagos. 

 

A new project in the Science Outreach division was 

titled McGill BioBlitz and funded by a Sustainability 

Projects Fund (SPF) grant. Set in motion in June 

2014 when educator Jacky Farrell developed and 

delivered two sets of guided BioBlitz activities in the 

fall of 2014, this project continued into spring 2105 

and included 24 participants: 17 students from 

McGill University Science Education; 2 faculty 

(Julia Freeman and Kevin Manaugh); one 

graduate student (Tammy Elliott); three volunteers 

(Cassandra Perez [former Biology student], and 

Darlene and Sheldon Harvey from BPQ) and one 

staff member (Jacky Farrell). Both the fall and 

spring activities brought experiential, hands-on 

learning to students in the courses involved. The 

McGill BioBlitz project also provided two tree walks 

for 42 science support staff during the STARS 

(Scientists Talk About Research for Staff) lunch 

hour series. The first STARS took place September 

24, 2014 and was led by Jacky Farrell and Victor 

Chisolm. On May 20, 2015 the university arborist, 

Hugo Laperle, and Jacky Farrell led a spring tree 

walk on the upper campus that focused on some of 

McGill’s unique species (including one of the oldest 

gingko trees in the city), the orchard, and the ash 

borer and its effects on our campus trees.  

Jacky Farrell launched her fourth SPF funded 

project in September of 2015. Entitled Survival 

Sundays @ the Museum, this suite of 8 workshops 

was delivered collaboratively by Jacky and three 

local area outdoor and environmental educators:  

Marion Dulude, Steve Leckman, and Shona 

Watt. The project will continue into Winter 2016 

and aims to help undergraduate students connect 

with nature while learning about sustainability 

through self-sufficiency skills such as fire starting, 

building shelters, animal tracking, growing your 

own seedlings, foraging for edible foods, and 

composting. This is FREE for McGill 

undergraduates. Spaces are limited and we are 

ideally looking for students who can commit to all 4 

workshops. If that's you, please call 514-398-4094 or 

email redpath.museum@mcgill.ca and leave your 

contact information. 

 

Welcome Desk 
Last year our Welcome Desk volunteers and Sunday 

educators (a collective team of 57 volunteers) 

greeted, welcomed and helped 16,685 visitors. We 

screened 44 different Science documentary films for 

about 400 people. At a modest estimate of one hour 

per week per volunteer this represents 3388 labour 

hours as a cost saving to the Museum.  

 

Since 1995 our team of Sunday afternoon volunteers 

has been capably managed by Janina Szuszkowska 

and Andrew Mestan.  
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Exhibits 
 

In August of 2015 the Exhibit Committee installed a 

small exhibit entitled: Rosey’s skulls / les cranes de 

Rosey. Accompanied by Rosey Peterson’s 

descriptions in a bilingual exhibit catalogue, these 

skulls capture the stories of wild animals such as 

coyote, bear, beaver and moose, and bring them 

back to life. Thirteen of Rosey's painted skulls are 

on exhibit at the Redpath Museum until the end of 

2015.   

 
Photo: First animal skull painted by Rosey Peterson 

(above). The design was inspired by the celebration of 

Día de los Muertos in Mexico. From temporary exhibit: 

Rosey’s skulls @ Redpath Museum. PHOTO: by Rosey 

Peterson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Photo: Minerals on display ion the Hodgson Gallery, 2

nd
 

floor of the Redpath Museum. Photo: Veronique Buist, 

2015. 
 

Publications Committee  
 

Under the Direction of the new Chair, Jeanne 

Paquette, this committee is working with Peter 

Tarassoff, the Honorary Curator of Mineralogy, to 

create the Mineral Gallery Guide. This guide will 

feature the astounding diversity and richness of 

minerals of the Redpath Museum.  

 

A selection of booklets prepared by the Publications 

Committee of the Museum are available for sale in 

Room 102 or Room 204 at the Museum. Contact 

Science Outreach or call 514-398-4094 for mail 

orders. 

A Leafy Legacy: The Trees 

of McGill University (2009, 

32 pages, colour 

illustrations). Self-guided 

walking tours that introduce 

50 of McGill's downtown 

campus trees. Written by 

Bronwyn Chester and 
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illustrated by Jean-Luc Trudel, this booklet follows 

the trail of 50 McGill trees, defines each one, and 

interprets the tree's story. $7 CAD each. 

 

Tea and Fossils: A Brief 

History of the Redpath 

Museum 
(2007, 21 pages, colour cover 

with black and white illustrated 

interior). Over 125 years of the 

history of the Redpath 

Museum, from its origin as a 

few cabinets labelled "McGill 

College Collection" to its opening in 1882 and 

transformation into a leading research and teaching 

facility that houses over three million objects. $7 

CAD each, also in French Thé et fossiles. 

 

The Fossils’ Tale. (2010, 96 pages, colour 

illustrations).  

This lavishly illustrated book is 

a self-guided tour through the 

history-of-life collections at the 

museum. The Fossils’ 

Tale explains why fossils are 

important, how they’re formed, 

and what they tell us about life 

on Earth over its four and a 

half billion year history. 

$15 CAD, shipping included. 

Call 514-398-4086 ext. 00549 or email 

redpath.museum@mcgill.ca 

New Museum T-shirts.  
Designed by Melanie 

Massey, the winner of the 

Redpath Museum Excellence 

(REDME) Award 2015, and 

Anthony Zerafa, President of 

the RMC, this shirt salutes 

all aspects of the Minor 

Natural History program. 

Printed at the McGill 

Bookstore, on dark green 

100% pre-shrunk Cotton. 

Made in Mexico. $25/ Cash or ANY CARDS. 

Available in Room 102 at the Redpath Museum. 

 

 

 

 

VISIT THE MUSEUM AT NIGHT 

Nuit blanche Flashlight tours on Feb. 27, 2016  

from 19h- 24h. No reservation necessary. 
Photo: David Covo 

   
REDPATH MUSEUM COMMITTEES  
All committees, except the Promotion & Tenure 

committee, are for three-year terms. 

Safety Committee: ANTHONY RICCIARDI – Chair (on 

sabbatical). Interim Chair: MARIE LA RICCA 

Curriculum Committee: ROWAN BARRETT – Chair. 

All Academic personnel. 

Space Committee: HANS LARSSON – Chair. All 

Academic and non-academic personnel. 

Exhibits Committee: Chair - INGRID  BIRKER, and  

ANTHONY HOWELL, BARBARA LAWSON, HANS 

LARSSON, SARAH PIMPANEAU 

Collections Committee: BARBARA LAWSON – Chair. 

ANTHONY HOWELL, HANS LARSSON, VIRGINIE 

MILLIEN, JEANNE PAQUETTE, PETER TARASSOFF 

Publications Committee: JEANNE PAQUETTE – 

Chair.  INGRID  BIRKER, ANTHONY HOWELL 

The Friends of the Redpath Museum  

COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Bruno Paul Stenson - President 

Anthony Zerafa (2015) - Recording Secretary 

Ingrid Birker - Museum Liaison 

Janina Szuszkowska - Welcome-Desk Liaison 

Isle Sullivan – Member without Portfolio 

Andrew Mestan  - Treasurer 

Hans Larsson - Museum Director 

Pamela Miller - Member Without Portfolio 

Helen Meredith  - Member Without Portfolio 


