POLI 348
Gender and Canadian politics (Fall 2024)

McGill University is on the traditional territory of the Anishinaabeg and Haudenosaunee Nations and a
place which has long served as a site of meeting and exchange amongst various Indigenous nations.

Instructor: Dr. Kelly Gordon

Email: kelly.gordon2@mcgill.ca

Class time: Mondays and Wednesdays, 4:05-5:25 pm in ENGTR 0100
Office hours: Mondays, 2:00-3:30 pm in Leacock 529 (or by appointment)

TA
Brooke Steinhauer, brooke.steinhauer@mcgill.ca

Course Overview and Objectives

How do we understand gender, feminism, and politics? And what role does gender play in maintaining
and/or challenging the status quo in Canadian politics? This course will help students answer these and
other questions through an examination of a variety of key thinkers and debates around gender,
feminism, and contemporary Canadian politics. The aim of this course is to give students the critical
tools to examine the complexity of Canadian political society, particularly as it relates to gender.
Students should complete the course with a firm grasp on both the limits and possibilities of analyzing
“gender” as it intersects and interlocks with other facets of identity, ideology, and politics.

Required Texts
All of the course readings and materials will be posted on myCourses.

Deadlines and assignment submission

All deadlines are stated in the schedule below. Unless otherwise noted, assignments are to be
submitted as Word documents using the Assignments tool in myCourses by 11:59pm (Montréal time).
Late assignments will be deducted one third of a letter grade for every day late, including weekends. Do
not send assignments via email unless otherwise instructed.

Extensions are available only for serious and documented reasons, and they must be requested
ahead of time.

Assignments Date Grade %
Quiz #1 Sept. 26 8.3
Quiz #2 Oct. 31 8.3
Quiz #3 Dec. 5 8.3
Paper #1 Oct. 25 20
Paper #2 Nov. 22 20
Final take home exam TBD 35

Quizzes (25%)


mailto:kelly.gordon2@mcgill.ca
mailto:brooke.steinhauer@mcgill.ca

There will be three quizzes held throughout the semester, which will take the form of flexible/online,
open-book tests. The time frame to access the quizzes will be 48 hours. Although the quizzes are
designed to be completed in 20-30 minutes, students will have 1.5 hours to complete the quizzes. The
quizzes will be a combination of multiple choice and short answers and will each be worth 8.3%.

Critical reflection papers (40%)

Students will submit two 2000 to 3000 word papers on October 25" and November 22" A list of
potential questions will be posted on myCourses. Students may select the question of their choice and
answer that question drawing on at least 3 academic (peer-reviewed) readings assigned in the
syllabus. Your short essay will be graded to the degree to which you directly and actively engage with
the course materials. Your answer should avoid summarizing (i.e., it should not simply review course
material); present a clear and coherent argument (in other words, your response needs to answer the
guestion being asked). No outside research is required.

Formatting, Style, and Content Requirements for Short Papers:

e Please submit as a Word document

e Include your surname in the file name (e.g., Gordon — POLI 348 Reading Response).

e Place your name, date, course title, word count, and pagination at the top left-hand corner.

e Do notinclude a separate title page.

e Use font Times New Roman, size 12.

e Double-space your work.

e Use 1-inch margins all around.

e Aim for concision and clarity in your writing.

e Avoid using long quotations. Instead, summarize the author’s point in your own words.

e A high quality of writing is expected. This includes grammar, sentence structure, paragraph
organization, clarity and concision.

e Proof-read your work carefully. Editing your work several times is good writing practice and is
the best way to improve your writing skills. Excessive spelling and grammatical errors will lower
your grade.

e Your paper must demonstrate honest and serious engagement with course readings, concepts
and discussions.

e You are welcome to make informed critical comments but note that this is different from
opinion. Do justice to the author and make the best case you can for them before prematurely
criticizing them.

Evaluation Criteria:
The reading responses will be evaluated by four criteria:
1. Whether your response presents and defends a clear and coherent argument,
2. The quality and accuracy of your interpretations of the course readings,
3. The quality of writing,
4. The degree of insight, creativity, and critical engagement with the material.

To achieve an A- or above, your response must be very good to excellent on all measures.

For guidelines on how to appropriate use Chat GPT see: https://abizadeh.wixsite.com/arash/post-
1/how-not-to-use-chatgpt-in-your-undergraduate-political-theory-class



Take-home final exam (35%)

You will have 72 hours to complete a final take-home exam which will be scheduled during McGill’s
official exam period. You will have access to the questions for the final via mycourses and the exam will
be due on the scheduled exam end time. Answers are expected to draw on relevant course lecture
material and assigned readings. More details will be posted on myCourses.

Deadlines and assignment submission

All deadlines are stated in the schedule below. Unless otherwise noted, assignments are to be
submitted as Word documents using the Assignments tool in myCourses by 11:59pm (Montréal time).
Late assignments will be deducted one third of a letter grade for every day late, including weekends.
Extensions are available only for serious and documented reasons, and they must be requested ahead

of time. No extensions will be granted on (or after) an assignment’s due date. Do not send assignments
via email unless otherwise instructed.



Intros

An intro to sex, gender,
and feminism

Constructing/critiquing
Womanhood

The public/private
divide

Standpoint theory

Intersectionality

Indigenous feminisms

A.28

S.4

S.9

S. 11

S. 16

S. 18

S.23

S.25

Read syllabus (carefully!) and get a head start on next week’s readings

Kathy Ferguson, “Feminist Theory Today”

Sara Ahmed, “Introduction: Bringing Feminist Theory Home” (in Living a
Feminist Life)

Alexandra Dobrowolsky, “The Women’s Movement in Flux: Feminism and
Framing, Passions and Politics”

Evans and Chamberlain, “Critical Waves: Exploring Feminist Identity,
Discourse and Praxis in Western Feminism”

“Three Minute Philosophy, Mary Wollstonecraft” (video)

Mary Wollstonecraft, A Vindication for the Rights of Man

o Dedicatory letter
o Introduction

Simone de Beauvoir, The Second Sex
o Introduction

“The Meaning of Life According to Simone de Beauvoir” (video)

“What would Simone de Beauvoir make of #MeToo?” (video)

Carole Pateman, “Contracting In”
Nancy Hartsock, “The Feminist Standpoint: Toward a Specifically Feminist
Historical Materialism”

Patricia Hill Collins, “Learning from the Outsider Within: The Sociological
Significance of Black Feminist Thought”

Audre Lorde, “Age, Race, Class, and Sex: Women Redefining Difference”
Jennifer Nash, “Re-thinking intersectionality”

Leanne Simpson, “Land as pedagogy: Nishnaabeg intelligence and
rebellious transformation”

Gina Starblanket, “Transforming the Gender Divide? Deconstructing
Femininity and Masculinity in Indigenous Politics”



Gender as performance

Queer theory

Masculinities and
femininities

Women'’s political
underrepresentation

Gender and the law (1):
Abortion politics, part 1

Abortion politics, part 2

S. 26

S.30

0.2

0.9

CBC short doc, “Peace River Rising” (video)

Quiz #1, posted at 9 am

Judith Butler, “Sex and Gender in Simone de Beauvoir’s Second Sex”
Judith Butler, “Your Behavior Creates Your Gender” (video)
J. Jack Halberstam, “Goes Gaga” (video)

Sharon Marcus, “Queer Theory for Everyone: A Review Essay”

Jackson Katz TED talk, Violence against women (video)

Chatelaine interview with Justin Trudeau, “What it means to be a man”
(video)

R.W. Connell and J.W. Messerschmidt, “Hegemonic Masculinity:
Rethinking the Concept”

Jack Halberstam, Female Masculinity

o “An Introduction to Female Masculinity: Masculinity without
Men”

Melanee Thomas. 2018. “In Crisis or Decline? Selecting Women to Lead
Provincial Parties in Government”

Melanee Thomas twitter thread, re. Christina Freeland and the glass cliff
metaphor

Rona Ambrose, “Rona Ambrose’s advice for Canadian women considering
politics” (Macleans article)

Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez responds to Rep. Ted Yoko (video)

READING BREAK: NO CLASSES ON OCTOBER 14™ AND 16™

0.21

0.23

0.25

Kelly Gordon and Rachael Johnstone, “Abortion Anarchy?”: The Case for
Abortion Decriminalization

Kelly Gordon and Paul Saurette, “Representing the Cause: The strategic
rebranding of the anti-abortion movement.”

Anne Kingston, “How Canada’s growing anti-abortion movement plans to
swing the next federal election” (Macleans article)

PAPER #1 DUE


javascript:;
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https://read-dukeupress-edu.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/books/book/2535/chapter/1269655/An-Introduction-to-Female-MasculinityMasculinity

Gender and the law (2):
LGBTQ+ politics and the
law

Gender and the law (3):
Sex work and sexual
assault laws

Gender and the law (4):
The (old and new)
feminist sex wars

The Canadian neoliberal
state

Neoliberalism and
contemporary
feminisms

Race, gender, and the
Canadian state

In the name of women’s
rights

The paradox of
conservative women

The Backlash

.28

.30

.31

.18

.13

.18

.20

.22

.25

Miriam Smith, “LGBTQ Politics in Anglo-American Democracies”

Alexa Degagne, “On Anger and its Uses in Activism”

Elaine Craig, “Feminism, Public Dialogue, and Sexual Assault Law”
Sarah Hunt, “Decolonizing sex work”

Lorna Bracewell, “ Sex wars, SlutWalks, and carceral feminism”
Quiz #2, posted at 9 am

Emily Bazelon, “The Return of the Sex Wars” (New York Times article)

Brenda Cossman, The New Sex Wars
- Introduction

Janine Brodie, “We are all equal now: Contemporary gender politics in
Canada”

Rachel Twaites, “Making a choice or taking a stand? Choice feminism,
political engagement and the contemporary feminist movement”

Alexandra Dobrowolsky, “A Diverse, Feminist ‘Open Door’ Canada?
Trudeau-Styled Equality, Liberalisms, and Feminisms”

Sarah Lyall, “What’s a Feminist Government? Canada, and Trudeau,
Grapple with the Question” (New York Times article)

Sedef Arat-Koc, “Invisibilized, Individualized, and Culturalized: Paradoxical
Invisibility and Hyper-Visibility of Gender in Policy Making and Policy
Discourse in Neoliberal Canada”

CBC Short Docs: “Home No More” (video)

Sara Farris, “Femonational and the ‘Regular’ Army of Labor Called Migrant
Women”

Suzanne Venker, and Phyllis Schlafly, The Flipside of Feminism
- Intro

Ronne Schreiber, “Is there a conservative feminism?”
PAPER #2 DUE
Susan Faludi, Backlash: The Undeclared War Against American Women

o Preface
o Introduction


https://idp.springer.com/authorize/casa?redirect_uri=https://link.springer.com/article/10.1057/s41296-019-00318-y&casa_token=w26WUlGlDrkAAAAA:L8i9lbHL5E4CrMvxb0_nkxmSUS-mBAxHKSuhq_o_PQ359krnI96B7zva9dtohUUYzDytSPqSmH9Bi_ovuw

N.27  Jane Mansbridge and Shauna Shames, “Towards a Theory of Backlash”

N.27 | Jia Tolentino, “The Rising Pressure of the #MeToo Backlash” (New Yorker
article)

Jordan Peterson in conversation with Christie Blatchford, “On the #MeToo
Moment” (video)

D.2 Catch up and review

D.4 No class (extra office hours instead)

D.5 Quiz #3 posted at 9 am

TBD Take home final exam (to be scheduled by the university)

Other things to note:

A Note on Triggers:

In this course we will be reading materials, watching videos and documentaries, and having ongoing,
detailed, and in-depth discussions about gender, feminism, and gendered violence in its myriad of
forms. Many of the readings and videos are (conceptually, politically, emotionally) difficult and may be
destabilizing. As an instructor, | seek to create a space where we can work through these issues and the
way they touch our lives in an open, supportive, and respectful environment.

Triggers are insidious, unpredictable, amorphous and vary in intensity, and | both urge and support
strategies of self-care that emerge in the moment (e.g. checking out, taking breaks) and that you
cultivate, or have already cultivated, over time (e.g. after a tough reading you might go for a walk, call
your mom, make a nourishing meal, snuggle with your pets or loved one(s), watch Netflix). If you are
concerned that one of the weekly topics or readings will be particularly destabilizing to you, or if you
want me to flag particular topics for you, please come talk to me so we can make alternative
arrangements. Do not hesitate to email me to discuss this with me further.

Copyright of Lectures Statement

All slides, video recordings, lecture notes, etc. remain the instructor’s intellectual property. As such,
you may use these only for your own learning (and research, with proper referencing/citation) ends.
You are not permitted to disseminate or share these materials; doing so may violate the instructor’s
intellectual property rights and could be cause for disciplinary action.

Extraordinary Circumstances Statement
In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the University’s control, the content and/or
evaluation scheme in this course is subject to change.

Indigenous Land Statement:
McGill University is on land which has long served as a site of meeting and exchange amongst
Indigenous peoples, including the Haudenosaunee and Anishinabeg nations.



Language of Submission:

In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have the right to
submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded. This does not apply to courses in
which acquiring proficiency in a language is one of the objectives.

Academic Integrity:

McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the meaning and
consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code of Student Conduct
and Disciplinary Procedures” (see McGill’s guide to academic honesty for more information).


http://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/

