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Audit sheet – Ph.D. Program Requirements (composed of 39 credits) 
1) Major Fields (21 credits at the 500 level or higher) *Students are required to take the core

courses in both fields of their choice. The core courses are currently the following: Comparative: POLI
628; IR: POLI 671; Canadian: POLI 621; Theory: POLI 613

First Major Field (12 credits) Second Major Field (9 credits) 

*Core course in the field: *Core course in the field:

2) Research Seminar (0 Credits): Register for Poli 700 in both the Fall and Winter
Required (After Comps) To Register in Each Semester That You Are Present in Montreal

3) Political Theory (3 credits) 3 credits in political theory at the 500, 600 or 700 level

Course name Credits 

4) Methods (3 credits) POLI 612 or another suitable advanced methods course

Course name Credits 

5) Additional Courses (12 credits at the 500 level or higher) *IF POLITICAL THEORY IS ONE OF 
YOUR MAIN FIELDS, THEN AT LEAST ONE OF THESE COURSES MUST BE OUTSIDE THAT FIELD.
2 methods courses (6 credits) can count here to meet Advanced methods requirement

Course name # Credits 

6) Advanced Research Tool: There are two options to fulfill the Advanced Research Tool
requirement.

Language: Students must pass an advanced-level translation test from a language other 
than English. If the student's research will involve fieldwork in a country where English is 
not widely spoken, the test will include an oral component. In selecting a language to 
fulfill this requirement, the student must demonstrate in writing how the chosen 
language is related to his or her research.  
OR  
Advanced Methods Minor: To fulfill this requirement, students must complete a total of 
9 methods credits, which cover both quantitative and qualitative methods. Students 
who have completed methods courses during their MAs can skip introductory methods 
courses with the GPD’s permission and take only advanced methods courses. Students 
can consult with the GPC, the GPD and/or the Methods Stream Coordinator to find out 
what courses count as advanced methods courses. Pursuing this option means the 
student has only 2 Additional courses (6 credits). 

7) Written and Oral Comprehensive Examinations in the two Major Fields
POLI 701 - General Written Examination - First Field (0 credits)  
POLI 702 - General Written Examination - Second Field (0 credits) 
POLI 799 - Oral Comprehensive Examination (0 credits)  

8) Dissertation Proposal
9) Dissertation
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