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FRIDAYS ON FORM
When it comes to poetry, form can simply be understood as the poem’s 
physical structure such as its rhyme scheme, meter, and rhythm. It can also 
be seen in the visual pattern a poem makes in the space of the page. Thus, 
the senses of listening and seeing accompany any interpretation of form and 
how the poem is recited, changes the form it takes. But recent conversations 
in the academy on ‘form’ have prodded the question: is form something more 
than the patterns that a poem falls into? Conversations on form and content 
have often seen form as the method, a vessel for conveying the meaning of 
the content, but our weekly series, Fridays on Form, interrogates this notion 
through interviews, essays, and letters of contemplation by poets and critics.

And the common relationship between form and genre is described by 
Philip Meter in his essay, speaking of the poet’s role as journalist, 
historian, and agitator: "The successful documentary poem withstands 
the pressure of reality to remain a poem in its own right: its language 
and form cannot be reduced to an ephemeral poster, ready made for 
its moment but headed for the recycling bin."

Such contemplations on the multiple potentialities of form echo the 
academic discourse concerned with 21st-century movements like New 
Formalism and the recent questions on the aesthetic, socio-political, 
and organizational associations of form, as Levine discusses form 
can be both aesthetic and political, containing and plural, and situated 
and portable.

In this series started by former Research Assistant, Hadas Blum, the 
curated pieces attempt to thread together these conversations and 
intervene theoretically in the discourse on the political form of the 
poem, how form changes and transmutes through translation, what 
the interactions between the visual form of art and the poetry-writing 
bring to its final form as it happens in ekphrastic poetry, as well as the 
ways different processes of poetic creation impact its form, among 
other things.

For instance, Patrick Flannery speaks of form through its relationship with 
lyric and tradition in Hoa Nguyen’s poetry, when he writes in “Why try / to 
revive the lyric”:  "Mobilizing the lyric as form and tradition, Nguyen sings of 
moving through and beyond loss to arrive at a moment in which the only 
concrete remainder of the past is the archive of everything we can no longer 
touch." In another piece from the series, poet Nicole Sealey shares how form 
as shape is crucial to the process of poetic creation for her: "For me, a 
poem’s shape is structured out of necessity (what does the poem require?), 
not out of my own need to be innovative. In this way, my decision to write in 
form, I believe, wasn’t of my own volition." 



Organic Formalism and John Witte’s The Hurtling
Scott Knickerbocker | Essay (link)

4

https://kenyonreview.org/kr-online-issue/2008-summer/selections/organic-formalism-and-john-wittes-the-hurtling/


The Places Bodies Can't Reach
Mia You | Essay (link)

5

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/156340/the-places-bodies-can39t-reach


Everyday Mojo Letters to Yusef
Terrance Hayes | Essay (link)

6

https://bostonreview.net/articles/everyday-mojo-letters-to-yusef/?fbclid=IwAR1IslhpoOk85ggLxY8UfbcQFFlDDT0jQEtm1ZrQMXy2qwSS_TcVc-kzAk8


From Reznikoff to Public Enemy
Philip Metres | Essay (link)

7

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/68969/from-reznikoff-to-public-enemy?fbclid=IwAR0qaN4_w1QpqqMi1FW0SmbwRhoAwMvl3Zzf97Ir9t3D7bA-q-5UQ_8BSYc


3 Contemporary Poets on Identity, Form, and Politics
Ruben Quesada | Interview (link)

8

https://chireviewofbooks.com/2018/10/01/poetry-today-sealey-olivarez-phillips/


Bob Holman’s Ekphrastic Performances
Mark Silverberg | Essay (link)

9

https://www.chicagoreview.org/bob-holmans-ekphrastic-performances/?fbclid=IwAR1N5lNfMmHrdXGSs6qMQ2lDgp5WyfKGXtBrbh63wB3gd9iL9V1xt7wL778


“Why try / to revive the lyric”: Hoa Nguyen and the 
Singing of Loss
Patrick Flanery | Essay (link)

10

https://www.chicagoreview.org/why-try-to-revive-the-lyric-hoa-nguyen-and-the-singing-of-loss/?fbclid=IwAR17nRA_l5FrXkkeLimEoNhm8jMxJiU5agmUCAxI7U9qXAGG3dpH5BKNOpc


The Job of a Poet Is to Witness: A conversation with 
Patricia Smith, winner of the 2021 Ruth Lilly Poetry Prize
Saeed Jones | Interview (link)

11

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/156447/the-job-of-a-poet-is-to-witness?fbclid=IwAR0NbJ6uakcwseSqD7kh3UgqnxWDptzaWhIyUNImE8lqclrPXMmM1QYqezk


You Wonderful Hot-Cold Thing
Lucy Ives | Essay (link)

12

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/157235/you-wonderful-hot-cold-thing?fbclid=IwAR04duPpaE4gUf-xvNRxyw9IJSQ0Silo51KILhcSBbaSTnEC0usKKLPL8QA


It Don't Mean A Thing: The Blues Mask of Modernism
Kevin Young | Essay (link)

13

https://poets.org/text/it-dont-mean-thing-blues-mask-modernism?fbclid=IwAR10b139jgPMKLQYVYvZHzVU-kT8SGMdL6VgpLGOLHHvEOdLkNOVlESiF30


Diane Wakoski Rides Again
Daniel Nester | Essay (link)

14

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/157490/diane-wakoski-rides-again?fbclid=IwAR10b139jgPMKLQYVYvZHzVU-kT8SGMdL6VgpLGOLHHvEOdLkNOVlESiF30


How poet and essayist Maggie Smith is carrying me 
through in these uncertain and jagged times
Sophy Chaffee | Essay (Fridays on Form)

15



Field of Power: Interview with Palestinian Poet and 
Translator Fady Joudah
Alex Dueben | Interview (link)

16

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/70008/field-of-power?fbclid=IwAR3vK5FUiacLh0H_B74rPzmH35PdRRGaOAxDv6UCoh9wdBwW0czyAAB4cBI


The Pen, the Throat, the Ear: On Ghazals
Sarah Ghazal Ali | Essay (link)

17

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/harriet-books/2022/05/the-pen-the-throat-the-ear-on-ghazals?fbclid=IwAR0wnsDCCY06NzB7oSjcxxGhabizcoD9YHUA75u5pqm018SEVFIQh5B2HyU


Tracking the Traffic of Glyphs across Oceans:
A Dialogue with Divya Victor
Michael Nardone | Interview (link)

18

https://www.chicagoreview.org/tracking-the-traffic-of-glyphs-across-oceans-a-dialogue-with-divya-victor/?fbclid=IwAR3Ls1KUntPfCj2D3Wz9VHc0ToXYul2yrqkhammrvVfg8mtAXtFpb2Rs34M


Performance artist Alok Vaid-Menon on why identity 
categories don't work — but stories do

KT Hawbaker | Interview (link)

19

https://www.chicagotribune.com/entertainment/theater/ct-ent-alok-vaid-menon-femme-in-public-pride-20180621-story.html?fbclid=IwAR0wRvC7rKSqXhveh-PN5Whglnqt_aBDLhyu5NYL7IN1MWK27aR14ktCl24


An interview with Klara du Plessis
James Lindsay | Interview (link)

20

https://open-book.ca/Columnists/An-interview-with-Klara-du-Plessis?fbclid=IwAR1MAzI3Vuud4rdT80Oa8Z30_xs6Kf1wzBRoukE07uR9ByYRgkuRLag0zAs


Aesthetic Choices Are Political Choices: An Interview 
with Meena Kandasamy
Torsa Ghosal | Interview (link)

21

https://www.asymptotejournal.com/blog/2021/05/24/aesthetic-choices-are-political-choices-an-interview-with-meena-kandasamy/?fbclid=IwAR0vbAfEiI-wcL8ZtwVPw8pHUDDelIDAefsUF13uVXNlRkTILNvgxQRfM08


Spoken Like a True Poet
Stephen Kearse | Essay (link)

22

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/159892/spoken-like-a-true-poet


Love, Language, Silence: An Interview with 
José Olivarez about “Promises of Gold”
Aviya Kushner | Interview (link)

23

https://chireviewofbooks.com/2023/02/14/love-language-silence-an-interview-with-jose-olivarez-about-promises-of-gold/


Summoning the Past Through Words and Images: A 
Conversation with Patricia Smith About “Unshuttered”
Mandana Chaffa | Interview (link)

24

https://chireviewofbooks.com/2023/03/13/unshuttered-patricia-smith/


In conversation with the world: Three poems & an 
interview with Vivek Narayanan
Leeya Mehta | Interview (link)

25

https://plumepoetry.com/in-conversation-with-the-world-three-poems-an-interview-with-vivek-narayanan-by-leeya-mehta/?fbclid=IwAR3Pf7PgOAD5korNSDJE0V3ZpyM_nHPWsehUl0ETuY_JKHMl5lwYIDXUSVs


Pretty Birds Past the Strip Mall
Kathleen Rooney | Essay (link)

26

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/157899/pretty-birds-past-the-strip-mall?fbclid=IwAR0xQky_OuXjMkzV-wneqSLb28PzeMDr5ztH1JzCGXF_9vRf8lqK5RhhfwA


Extending the Image
Shayla Lawz | Essay (link)

27

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/harriet-books/2022/09/extending-the-image?fbclid=IwAR19G2Geq9rd6JfUS_kFL-5mEJ14HQiWeTCaILFViL8iNKWnSTD9AIWD36Q


BLACK HISTORY MONTH
For the 2022 Black History Month in February, the Poetry Matters team 
focused upon sharing works by Black poets or those that engaged with an 
aspect of their resilient and revolutionary history against racism, 
colonialism, and all forms of oppression.



Langston Hughes: “Harlem”
Scott Challener | Essay (link)

29

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/150907/langston-hughes-harlem?fbclid=IwAR0azuXkGq0INJ6uaFKU6iuC1z2nVrSZM73xNgJMoirJ0mmNYRjaRWfFg-E


Incident
Countee Cullen | Poem (link)

30

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/42618/incident-56d2213a45f36?fbclid=IwAR1hSuc6THnKxvwyeTjVLuq4T2qyOEIgNbxEhJb5tOL2N55clmyKOObDD6Y


Consider the Hands that Write this Letter
Aracelis Girmay | Poem (link)

31

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/56802/consider-the-hands-that-write-this-letter?fbclid=IwAR3HKjnsHZmc1GWzUyFxr0WeH6tErCBKN2FmmcFaNKVNHn_lvDnlqM3steM


This Is Not a Small Voice
Sonia Sanchez | Poem (link)

32

https://www.facebook.com/PoetryMattersMcGill/photos/a.143447124124098/471081001360707/


We Real Cool
Gwendolyn Brooks | Poem (link)

33

https://poets.org/poem/we-real-cool?fbclid=IwAR2ld8ChO_0Dq3Rd3_r5NrsR--qWAK1sNeUpqthX9xg8iXJOWsXrpW5qMz8


Black History Month 2022: A Reading List
Curated by Anushree Joshi for Poetry Matters (link)

34

https://www.mcgill.ca/poetrymatters/archive/selections-2022?fbclid=IwAR2yaTL2s9dL8z_EXYjSHbyiF3JeOrwXXXbojgcPdqV5QheuPovuGXDReQM


The Black Poet as Canon-Maker
Elizabeth Alexander | Essay (link)

35

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/68438/the-black-poet-as-canon-maker?fbclid=IwAR3kqiBnXwz3Gpj0vKM7Q1mfBXF6e8xapQ0ZSJtaUfUIwa6QrcVVBXVFVeQ


POLITICS & POETRY
Initiated by Anushree Joshi, this section aims to foreground the 
relationship between politics and the poetic form, tracing how poetry 
affects resistance, solidarity, and expression against various 
marginalizations in the society.



Poetry Is Not A Luxury
Audre Lorde | Essay (link)

37

https://makinglearning.files.wordpress.com/2014/01/poetry-is-not-a-luxury-audre-lorde.pdf?fbclid=IwAR28igZoipIPC9NscSB_N6Pzt9DaN9CfKkx1TM5LhpKVaFlRvtJjiYUq0WY


Why All Poems Are Political
Kathleen Ossip | Essay (link)

38

https://electricliterature.com/why-all-poems-are-political/?fbclid=IwAR2QW7FZBBKFWT2h1G2yDK5SE0aN0innh2MP38UudJxGNH0tCugSNgXhn9U


Revolution is a Poem: Why a Punjabi poet killed by 
Khalistanis is ruffling feathers in contemporary India?
Nirupama Subramanian | Essay (link)

39

https://indianexpress.com/article/lifestyle/books/avtar-singh-sandhu-pash-pash-was-assassinated-in-1988-because-he-spoke-up-against-khalistani-militants-significant-in-resistance-politics-4879677/?fbclid=IwAR1UTUPZHjI4khOhx8livTjx3KYqVdkFej7yepBU1LqggEsuyZnZ5f4cVbA


On Eiléan Ní Chuilleanáin

David Wheatley | Essay (link)

40

https://www.lrb.co.uk/the-paper/v44/n02/david-wheatley/on-eilean-ni-chuilleanain?fbclid=IwAR1fD9s8JT137ihzTsgPlLaPSkkmlGcKoRsTfXoLzYYn75kZ6xVWN1fYwy4


Ilya Kaminsky reads “We Lived Happily During the War"
Ilya Kaminski | Poetry Reading on Ours Poetica (link)

41

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nXCUHctHh0A
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nXCUHctHh0A


Why We Need Revolutionary Poet Faiz Ahmed Faiz 
More Than Ever
Rajat Singh | Essay (link)

42

https://lithub.com/why-we-need-revolutionary-poet-faiz-ahmed-faiz-more-than-ever/


When We Dead Awaken: Writing as Re-Vision

Adrienne Rich | Essay (link)

43

https://doi.org/10.2307/375215


‘America Is a Myth': A Conversation with Natalie Diaz
Natasha Hakimi Zapata | Interview (link)

44

https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/america-is-a-myth-a-conversation-with-natalie-diaz/


Part of Your America

Kevin Okoth | Essay (link)

45

https://www.lrb.co.uk/the-paper/v42/n22/kevin-okoth/part-of-your-america


Billy-Ray Belcourt on Poetry as Protest

Devon Murphy | Interview (link)

46

https://www.banffcentre.ca/articles/billy-ray-belcourt-poetry-protest?fbclid=IwAR2mwmPhi3MEvXdp4W11HscU7fbz13G1WSqLp1oLr_MncLXNCPkSCANCuRU


WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH
A collection of writings by women from a diverse range of races, 
sexualities, ethnicities, classes, and life experiences, who used the medium 
of the poem to interact with and document women’s histories.



Revealing all the Secrets: Julie Enszer on reissuing 
Sapphic classics and lesbian-feminist poetry
Nuria Sheehan | Interview (link)

48

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/70025/revealing-all-the-secrets?fbclid=IwAR2iw4aXNcofjFOLwcH-8OILRGdwpiLc1phdsL1Fwx_hj8_CxHln0hiaNUM


Empress Dowager Boogies
Tina Chang | Poem (link)

49

https://www.facebook.com/PoetryMattersMcGill/photos/a.143447124124098/484575200011287/


Insha'Allah
Danusha Lameris | Poem (link)

50

https://www.facebook.com/PoetryMattersMcGill/photos/a.143447120790765/474533581015449/


Sound of the Axe on Fresh Wood: Eavesdropping on 
Edna St. Vincent Millay’s diaries
Declan Ryan | Interview (link)

51

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/157426/sound-of-the-axe-on-fresh-wood?fbclid=IwAR2ptMJ_dELfTwIQSR9XR3w1iUcGX9sDmhXxApBHfS26UTIZQHpIBj3Vln8


No One Gets Sylvia Plath
Emily Van Duyne | Essay (link)

52

https://lithub.com/no-one-gets-sylvia-plath/?fbclid=IwAR0ViH46UOX6ZNXfcdxV5-iVpNhdNHzjm78qZX0eE3Evl04kBThrZSEelPo


ON THIS DAY
An initiative to mark moments of poetic history and significance, including 
the birth and death anniversaries of poets, as well as tributes to recently 
deceased writers by remembering their work.



Emily Dickinson’s Singular Scrap Poetry
Dan Chiasson | Essay (link)

54

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2016/12/05/emily-dickinsons-singular-scrap-poetry?fbclid=IwAR3vK5FUiacLh0H_B74rPzmH35PdRRGaOAxDv6UCoh9wdBwW0czyAAB4cBI


Appalachian Elegy (Sections 1-6)
bell hooks | Poem (link) 

55

https://www.facebook.com/PoetryMattersMcGill/photos/a.143447120790765/431418095326998/


Joan Didion, The Art of Fiction No. 71
Linda Kuehl | Interview (link)

56

https://www.facebook.com/PoetryMattersMcGill/photos/a.143447124124098/435379154930892/


Don't Ask Me, Sweetheart
Faiz Ahmad Faiz | Poem (link)

57

https://www.facebook.com/PoetryMattersMcGill/photos/a.143447120790765/469070204895120/


Tonight
Agha Shahid Ali | Poem (link)

58

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/51652/tonight-56d22f898fcd7?fbclid=IwAR3GrDeGkpOIjmPU4FfQT37DN-6AMZRRC7tdL1vE-6z0eB57704hPtLos5o


EVENTS
A repository of posters and publicity material designed and developed for 
the 2021-2022 workshops and other sessions organized by Poetry Matters.



Ekphrastic Attention

60



Acts of Attention: In-person poetry reading with Klara 
du Plessis, Patrick O'Reilly, and Sonya Smith

61



A New English Grammar, and Other Poems

62



Articulating the Body: Ekphrasis in the Maude Abbott 
Medical Museum

63



Attending to Sound: Ekphrasis and Music

64



Windows on the Future

65



How Objects Speak: A Poetry Workshop

66



How Objects Speak: A Poetry Workshop
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How Objects Speak: A Poetry Workshop

68



OTHER FOCI
A collection of poems, interviews, reviews, essays, poetry readings, 
announcements, and red-letter day writings shared by Poetry Matters on its 
Facebook and website platforms.



An Introduction
Kamala Das | Poem (link)

70

https://www.facebook.com/PoetryMattersMcGill/photos/pcb.414942393641235/414942306974577/


Crying Online Like a Normal Person
BD McClay | Essay (link)

71

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/156278/crying-online-like-a-normal-person


A Desertful of Roses: the Urdu Ghazals of Mirza 
Asadullah Khan "GHALIB"
Frances W. Pritchett | Digital Project (link)

72

http://www.columbia.edu/itc/mealac/pritchett/00ghalib/?fbclid=IwAR06bStEP-Xn_pxQLuQ7Ir5c7h-kXmyYlDSk2Eypzh8h4fA6upOSfxiwf9k


‘I don’t always recognise the border between prose and poetry’
Prathyush Parasuraman | Interview (link)

73

https://www.thehindu.com/books/i-dont-always-recognise-the-border-between-prose-and-poetry-abdulrazak-gurnah/article38077267.ece?fbclid=IwAR0ZB1p7rHlPsTTTDopU8tlXC8VEAwj_1i4emcPDmeD7LwSynXT3aOytjyc


Agha Shahid Ali Reading From The Country Without A 
Post Office (1992)
Agha Shahid Ali | Poetry Reading on With Kashmir (link)

74

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pUJB2-C1xk8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pUJB2-C1xk8


Craig Santos Perez’s from unincorporated territory
Timothy Otte | Review (link)

75

https://www.2009-2019.poetryproject.org/articles/craig-santos-perezs-from-unincorporated-territory-review-by-timothy-otte/?fbclid=IwAR1N5lNfMmHrdXGSs6qMQ2lDgp5WyfKGXtBrbh63wB3gd9iL9V1xt7wL778


Prac Crit Interview of Jeff Dolven
Sarah Howe | Interview (link)

76

http://www.praccrit.com/poems/were-going-to-get-married/?fbclid=IwAR28igZoipIPC9NscSB_N6Pzt9DaN9CfKkx1TM5LhpKVaFlRvtJjiYUq0WY#tabs-2


Guggenheim Launches First-Ever Poet-In-Residence Program 
in Collaboration with the Academy of American Poets
Poets.org | Announcement (link)

77

https://poets.org/guggenheim-launches-first-ever-poet-residence-program-collaboration-academy-american-poets?fbclid=IwAR2XIikJkQcDkyPxezEuiPDRRno-CAoOMj_NWCma-n-49sRO-FDmUpHFqKc


Beyond Language: Joy Harjo on writing her life in poetry
Layli Long Soldier | Interview (link)

78

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/141949/beyond-language?fbclid=IwAR1eJoGoavMlOchpm5BYmwgPgfPU8IIi1-oqVHeCaVRbIs_W3D1cvi7fX4I


Learning Image and Description
Rachel Richardson | Essay (link)

79

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/70212/learning-image-and-description?fbclid=IwAR3z5oxzUTmYkr7aWuucmYwoRCtH9lSqu5N74RjHopDP6EVjLfxxEdUiFj0


Teething: A Story told in Verse
Megha Rao | Currently Reading (link)

80

https://www.facebook.com/PoetryMattersMcGill/photos/a.143447120790765/454885366313604/


Descend in Daughters
Sandra Simonds | Essay (link)

81

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/157157/descend-in-daughters?fbclid=IwAR1qIN4JEatrVj6O5m_0Z_4xiN-1qOeIFH0me5l_SlxdK_p6H7Ew5omx2B0


The Purpose of Time is to Prevent Everything from 
Happening at Once
XJ Kennedy | Poem (link)

82

https://www.facebook.com/PoetryMattersMcGill/photos/a.143447120790765/460910832377724/


The Rhetoric of Blood
Rob Halpern | Essay (link)

83

https://www.chicagoreview.org/the-rhetoric-of-blood/?fbclid=IwAR1p1fpqmgRnfhhDbfXn-sds-PnoSCM6KGyy5Wwtpc6jeD2u_cb02gC2R5g


Stationery
Agha Shahid Ali | Poem (link)

84

https://www.facebook.com/PoetryMattersMcGill/photos/a.143447120790765/475838397551634/


Good Bones
Maggie Smith | Poem (link)

85

https://www.facebook.com/PoetryMattersMcGill/photos/a.143447120790765/493183779150429/


He Stood Alone
Tausif Noor | Essay (link)

86

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/156683/no-one-comes-out-clean?fbclid=IwAR1p1fpqmgRnfhhDbfXn-sds-PnoSCM6KGyy5Wwtpc6jeD2u_cb02gC2R5g


The Patience of Ordinary Things
Pat Schneider | Poem (link)

87

https://www.facebook.com/PoetryMattersMcGill/photos/a.143447124124098/511436723991801/


The Needs of Humans

Sarah Wolfson | Poem (link)

88

https://thewalrus.ca/the-needs-of-humans/?fbclid=IwAR3K-9qJW10vEBmO0Ipn3ise0MmlDG7lyt_TUImvbBBp0YpgbIWQrmEcP-M


Nothing to Hide Under All This Sun
Paul Mendez | Review essay (link)

89

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/157878/nothing-to-hide-under-all-this-sun?fbclid=IwAR2yaTL2s9dL8z_EXYjSHbyiF3JeOrwXXXbojgcPdqV5QheuPovuGXDReQM


Super-Close Reading: On Marjorie Perloff’s “Infrathin: 
An Experiment in Micropoetics”
Tal Goldfajn | Essay review (link)

90

https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/super-close-reading-on-marjorie-perloffs-infrathin-an-experiment-in-micropoetics/


A Poem (and a Painting) About the Suffering That 
Hides in Plain Sight
Elisa Gabbert | Essay (link)

91

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2022/03/06/books/auden-musee-des-beaux-arts.html?referringSource=articleShar&fbclid=IwAR1Ni8oBjMkfro7GcyqFSAEaTaz9s0jNc9uqXi6k8iKmSmjBY69ALDnV_d0
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