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Abstract:
In Montreal, students attending the French-language school sector
who need help improving their French skills must attend a reception
class. These students go through two moments of classification: one
to enter and another to exit the reception class. A reception protocol

is first set up to assess their language skills to decide whether they need a stay in a reception class.
Then, after the stay in the reception class, they are expected to be redirected to the mainstream
class. This classification is made by the school staff, usually during a meeting between the teacher
of the reception class, an educational advisor, and the school administration. However, these
practices may vary from one school service center to another. In the international and Quebec
literature, several studies take into consideration different models of linguistic integration services
and, more specifically, the reception class. These studies document either 1) the learning process
and teaching practices in the reception class or 2) the educational experience and identity of
newcomer students in relation to their integration, inclusion, and academic success.
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