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Action Research amidst a global pandemic — is my
research on the right trajectory?

Sarah Ni Dhuinnin
Mary Immaculate College

Abstract:

The researcher is conducting doctoral research on the
promotion of accurate use of the Irish language in the
Home Economics classroom, in Gaeltacht post-primary schools in Ireland. This research is
underpinned by the action research model and the transformative paradigm, focusing on bringing
about change in understandings, beliefs and practices in relation to content and language integrated
learning. However, due to an unforeseen global pandemic and thus lack of reference to such in
research method literature, the researcher has adapted the research approach for data collection
predominantly based on informal professional dialogue and perceived practicality (these ongoing
adaptations will be outlined in the presentation).That said, the researcher is conscious that such
informalities, without a strong literature basis, could potentially impact the validity and credibility of the
research project. The researcher would welcome the opportunity to discuss these concerns with other
researchers and peers.

My name is Sarah Ni Dhuinnin and | am a currently in year 3 of my PhD research under the
supervision of Dr. TJ O Ceallaigh in Mary Immaculate College (MIC), Limerick. | am a Home
Economics and Irish language teacher, | have an MA in Nua-Ghaeilge from NUIG Galway and
currently work as a language lecturer on the M.Oid. san Oideachas Lan-Ghaeilge agus Gaeltachta in
MIC, Limerick.
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