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Abstract:
This language policy study examines the English
language policy and planning of Bangladesh, a South
Asian country with a long history of British colonization.
: SR Roughly 95 to 99 per cent of Bangladeshis speak
Bangla as their national language but their level of literacy is routinely measured by their English
knowledge. During 200 years of colonial rule, English was legislatively imposed as the language of
schooling. Since gaining independence in 1971, Bangladesh continues to uphold the place of English
in education. This practice produces inequitable access to education. In light of this reality, this
research explores the historical and structural factors that have led to English language policy in
Bangladesh; the systems of inequality that have been sustained through language policy in the
educational institutions of Bangladesh; and the impact of language policy on my life as a student.
Since 1947 in Bangladesh, rapid political changes have constantly influenced language policy.
Schools and universities adapt their own language policy. As a result, | paid the unfair price of
learning English to access education that brought advantages later in my life. | make
recommendations for creating stable English policy and considering the impacts of English language
policy on individual lives in Bangladesh.
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Rubina Khanam is a PhD candidate and sessional lecturer in the Faculty of Education at the
University of Regina. Her doctoral dissertation examines English language policy in Bangladesh.
She teaches pre-service teachers in the areas of multilingualism in schools, second language
pedagogy, cross-cultural teaching strategies, social justice issues, and treaties in classroom.
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