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Abstract: 

For the past few decades, there has been a growing consensus 

that intelligibility, rather than native-like speech, should be the 

goal of second language pronunciation instruction. Guided by 

this paradigm shift, research has now focused on the 

identification of pronunciation features that are important to 

listeners’ successful comprehension of speech to inform teaching. Central to this line of research is 

the long-standing debate on whether instruction with a focus on segmentals (i.e., individual sounds) 

or suprasegmentals (e.g., stress, intonation) would have a greater impact on promoting second 

language learners’ intelligibility. Drawing on empirical evidence and personal insights into the issue, 

this paper argues for an approach that incorporates both types of features. First, the literature does 

not support the primacy of one approach over the other but points to the efficacy of both and that of a 

combined approach. Second, research has shown that categorizing pronunciation errors as either 

segmentals or suprasegmentals can be problematic; therefore, a holistic view that goes beyond the 

dichotomy is required in identifying teaching targets. Third, instruction that focuses on both types of 

features offers learners a more balanced set of skills and knowledge on second language 

pronunciation and can potentially benefit a wider array of learners with different needs and abilities. 

  

Chau Nguyen is a recent graduate from the Applied Linguistics program at Concordia University. Her 

MA research argues for a position on the focus of second language pronunciation instruction. She 

taught EFL in Vietnam for years, and has resumed teaching this year in a high school in Montreal.  
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