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Abstract: 

In the realm of bilingual education, Canada is known as a leading voice 

through the establishment of French immersion. This integrative 

literature review breaks down the barriers to sustainability of French 

Immersion in Canadian dual-track schools. It synthesizes empirical literature, and identifies recurrent 

themes in extant studies, as well as several areas of research that are, to date, under-studied. It 

discusses implications of the findings for policy and practice. Four main themes emerged from the 

literature: dominant monolingual ideologies; lack of support for special education students; limited 

exposure to French language and culture; and educational leaders’ understanding of bilingualism. 

Scant literature points to the need for further Canadian research examining best practices for French 

immersion special education students, the relationship between English and French groups in dual-

track schools, and the shortage of qualified French teachers. It identifies the addition of culturally and 

linguistically diverse students to French immersion programs as a facet worthy of examination.  

 

  

Roula Daher is a French immersion teacher with the Calgary Board of Education. She taught in Francophone 

and French immersion settings. Roula completed a Master of Education with a focus on Instructional 

Leadership and Inclusive Education and holds a Bachelor of Education from the University of Calgary and a 

Licentiate in French Language and Culture from Saint Joseph University in Lebanon.  Roula’s research inquiry 

was solicited by her personal observations and experience in the field, as well as her desire to contribute to the 

advancement of French immersion education. 
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