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Abstract:
Laz is an endangered South Caucasian language mainly spoken
by the Laz community in the northeast of Turkey. Laz is used in
family contexts and most Laz speakers today are elderly people.
Although Laz is the heritage language of the Laz community,

most Laz people speak Standard Turkish or Laz Turkish (LT), the latter being a second language
variety of Turkish. The numbers of Laz speakers and LT speakers are declining since there is a
language shift towards Standard Turkish. This talk will discuss the Laz community’s language
attitudes towards Laz, LT, and Laz identity based on sociolinguistic interviews. This talk will also
provide insights about how these attitudes impact the status of Laz and LT today. The attitude
towards Laz is generally positive within the Laz community, however Laz is not successfully passed
down to younger generations. This is mainly due to Laz lacking a formal presence in institutional and
educational settings. Regarding the attitudes about LT, many Laz people believe that LT represents
solidarity however they also believe that LT is unsuitable in formal contexts. For non-Laz people, LT
represents a ‘broken’ Turkish often associated with funny anecdotes. In general, there are positive
attitudes towards Laz identity in the Laz community, but young members do not have much
awareness of their heritage language and culture until adulthood.

 

Neşe Demir is a PhD candidate in the Linguistics Department at UC San Diego.  Her research focuses on
vowel harmony in non-standard Turkish varieties in the northeast of Turkey, especially the one spoken by the
Laz community (Laz Turkish). Laz speech community has been experiencing a language shift from the
endangered Laz language (South Caucasian) to Turkish (Turkic) as well as from Laz Turkish to Standard
Turkish.  Neşe works with individuals from the Laz community to investigate how language contact, L2
acquisition, and language attitudes impact the Turkish varieties spoken by minority groups. Nese has her
master's degree in Linguistics from Syracuse University, NY, and B.A. in English Language Teaching from
Middle East Technical University, Turkey.
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