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Peperomia Leaf Cuttings  
Objectives and evaluations: 

• Leaf cutting size and effect of location on the propagation success of 
Peperomia argyreia (first picture) and P. obtusifolia (second picture). 

• The evaluation was made through propagation percentage success, root 
biomass grading and maximum root length for 
each treatment consisting of entire leaves, or 
halved leaves (bottoms and tops). 
 
Species used: 

Peperomia argyreia and P. obtusifolia. 

         Plants Characteristics: 

The Peperomia genus contains more than 1000 species, mostly living in the wild. 
Most of them are evergreen and perennials although there are also some annual 
species. The Peperomia plants are small, succulent, 
herbaceous plants that are widely distributed in their original 
habitat, the south tropics, and in the subtropics. Peperomia’s 
are mostly grown indoors for their good looking virtues like 
its attractive rosette type of leaves with dark green color at 
the margin and silvery-gray patches at the center. 
Peperomia’s are heat and light loving plants, they don’t thrive 
in saturated soil which is why they growth better in light 
textured soil with neutral pH. 

 

Propagation technique: 

The leaf blade or a section of a leaf 
blade was used to grow new plants. 
Adventitious shoots and roots formed at 
the base of the leaves, along the midrib 
or through woody tissues. These cut 
leaves or leaf sections act as energy 
storage for the new organs, and are not 
part of the new plant.  
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Result: 

The top portion of the leaves propagate easily and had the largest root biomass 
(a greater average value) (Table 1&2). In contrast, the bottom portion of the 
leaves had fewer roots. However, his experiment demonstrated that a propagator 
could increase his/her number of propagules by halving the leaves since the 
combination of the bottom and top portions generated more rooted propagules 
than the amount of cuttings provided by whole leaves.   

Table 1: Each individual leaf cutting was evaluated on a scale from 0 to 3 (0 
being that there were no roots while 3 indicates a complex root system on the 
leaf cutting). In fact, a higher average number, closer to 3, indicates better roots 
system 

 Table 2: Illustration of the percentage rooting per rows 
(out of 10 cuttings) was made in this table. For example, 
in the first replicate, 9 leaves cutting out of 10 had roots 
for the top of the leaf cutting.  

  

 References and reading materials: 

 

R.W. Henley. L.S. Osborne and A.R. Chase, Published in 1993, Peperomia 

production guidehttp://mrec.ifas.ufl.edu/foliage/folnotes/pep.htm, Accessed on 

January 23th 2017 

Treatments %
Whole 60
Top 90
Bottom 55
Whole 30
Top 60
Bottom 30
Whole 45
Top 75
Bottom 43

% propagation
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