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Overview 

The ultimate goal of the seminar is to achieve some clarity on the degree and ways in which the 

liberal democratic-state ought to regulate the education of children. In particular, we will end up 

focussing on whether the state should allow parents to send their children to religious schools, on 

the ways in which it should regulate the content of the curriculum of such schools, and on 

ancillary questions, such as whether religious schools should be funded by the state. To get there, 

we will have to consider a number of more fundamental, philosophical and ethical questions. For 

example, we will have to identify what the interests and corresponding rights of children are with 

respect to education (and upbringing more generally). We will also have to consider the degree 

to which the adults that have primary responsibility for the upbringing of children (“parents”) 

have interests in the upbringing of children that are in part independent of the interests of 

children. Finally, we will need to reflect on the nature of the relationship of the state toward 

educational institutions. Should the state be “neutral” with respect to the education or children, or 

should it have a perfectionist agenda? These preliminaries will provide us with the philosophical 

tools with which to consider the question of the place of religious schools within the liberal-

democratic state. 

 

Class Organization 

We will divide class time into two distinct chunks. The first part of class will be devoted to class 

discussions of readings. The second part will be devoted to discussion with a guest, most often 

the author of one of the essays or book chapters that we will have read for that day. I will 

encourage our guests to share work-in-progress with us. 

 

Assessment 

Participation and Reaction Essays 25% 

Mid-course critical essay 25% 

Final Essay 50% 

 

Participation and Reaction Essay 

You are expected to participate with regularity in seminar discussions, and in order to prepare 

yourself for discussion, to write a short (1-2 page) “reaction” paper on the readings for each 

week, in which you identify a question, concern, line of critique – whatever – that has emerged 

through your reading of the assigned papers and chapters. I will call on each of you in turn to get 

discussions started on the basis of these short papers. We will get started with the papers at week 

3 (after add/drop) and you will each be allowed to take a week off. 

 

Mid-Course Critical Essay 
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You will each write a more in-depth analysis and critique (roughly 5 pages) of a paper or book 

chapter that we will have identified together. The text that you will analyze will *not* be on the 

reading list, and ideally it should be a text that will help you identify the theme of your final 

paper. The paper will be due in week 8. 

 

Final paper 

You will each write a final paper of somewhere in the vicinity of 6-7000 words. You will 

provide me with a paragraph on the topic that you wish to write about no later than week 9 

(preferably before) and we will e-meet in order to narrow your research question down, and to 

identify pertinent readings. 

 

Readings 

I will provide a final reading list before the New Year, but chapters from the following books 

will be among the central texts. They are all available as e-books from the library. 

 

David Archard, Children: Rights and Childhood 

------------------, The Family: A Liberal Defence 

------------------ and Colin Macleod (eds.), The Moral and Political Status of Children 

Harry Brighouse and Adam Swift, Family Matters: The Ethics of Parent – Child Relationships 

Matthew Clayton, Justice and Legitimacy in Upbringing 

Any Gutmann, Democratic Education 

Cécile Laborde, Liberalism’s Religion 

Meira Levinson, The Demands of Liberal Education 

Ian McMullen, Faith in Schools 

Victor Muniz-Fraticelli, The Structure of Pluralism 

 

We will also be reading articles by Andrée-Anne Cormier, Anca Gheaus, Tamar Schapiro, 

Samantha Brennan, Sarah Hannan, Liam Shields, Daniel Weinstock, and others. 

 

 



 


