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Overview 
Ethical theory has tended to focus almost exclusively on how we should act. This restricted focus is in some 
ways puzzling since how we act is only part of our ethical lives. An equally important part concerns our 
mental constitution. Just as we might ask what we should do, we might also ask what we should want, 
think, and feel—what attitudes we should have. This seminar focuses on this latter question. We will 
engage with contemporary debates in the ethics of attitudes. In particular, we will interrogate issues like 
the following: (1) Given the different kinds of control that we have over the two kinds of response, can 
we ethically assess attitudes in the same way(s) that we can ethically assess actions? (2) Assuming attitudes 
are a kind of thing for which there can be reasons, what kinds of considerations can provide reasons for 
attitudes? (3) Are certain attitudes ever required, or are attitudes at most merely permitted? (4) Are the 
norms governing attitudes synchronic or diachronic? (5) Relatedly, given that attitudes are temporally 
extended, are there distinctive norms that determine their appropriate duration? In examining these 
questions, we will be sensitive to whether they should receive different answers depending on the attitude 
at issue. Of particular focus will be the attitudes of belief, anger, preference, grief, regret, and love. 
 

myCourses 
This seminar has a myCourses site. All assigned readings and course documents can be found here. All 
announcements will be posted here, and this is where you’ll turn in your assignments. 
 

Assessment 
Participation  10% 
Reading Responses 15% 
Presentation  20% 
Referee Report  10% 
Final paper  45% 
 

Participation 
You are expected to attend every class, complete all assigned readings, and to participate actively and 
respectfully in each meeting (by raising questions and/or making comments). If you’re unable to attend 
regularly, you must let me know as soon as possible so that appropriate accommodations can be made.  
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Reading Responses 
Starting the week of Tuesday, Jan. 19, you will submit a short response to the readings each week. These 
will be due on Tuesdays by 6:00pm (EDT) and should focus on the readings that we’ll discuss the 
following day. The length of your reading responses should be approx. 350-450 words. They should 
either motivate and raise a thoughtful question about the reading, or develop a critical response to (an 
aspect of) the reading. Your reading responses must be submitted to the appropriate folder under 
‘Assignments’ on myCourses. No late reading responses will be accepted for credit. 
 

Presentation 
In the last week or two of the seminar (depending on enrollment) you will give a 15-minute talk on the 
topic of your final paper. You will create a (short) handout for your talk by the evening prior to the talk, 
which I will distribute to the rest of the class via myCourses. We will meet via Zoom to discuss your 
presentation at least one week before you give it, so that I can provide you with feedback. 
 

Referee Report 
You will exchange rough drafts of your final papers with another student and provide a “referee report” 
on a peer’s draft that gives comments and feedback. As a guide, I will make a sample referee report 
available on the myCourses site. Roughly, the report should summarize the draft and respectfully identify 
its weaknesses and strengths, providing guidance about how the author might improve it. You must 
submit to your partner and me a rough draft of your paper by the start of our last class meeting (Wednesday, 
Apr. 7). You must submit to your partner and me your referee report within the following week. 
 

Final Paper 
Your final paper should be between 6,000 and 8,000 words. You will submit with it a response to your 
“referee” which explains the revisions you made in light of their report. If you decide not to revise in 
light of certain of the referee’s suggestions, you must explain why in your letter. I will make a sample 
letter available on myCourses. Both your paper and your letter must be submitted to the appropriate 
folder under ‘Assignments’ on myCourses. They will be due by Wednesday, Apr. 21. You are strongly 
encouraged to meet with me at least 2-3 times to discuss your paper. I am more than happy to talk with 
you about your topic, give you reading recommendations, and to provide writing guidance. 
 

Late Work Policy 
I’m happy to consider requests for extensions for any assignment (except reading responses), but ask that 
you please make the request at least one business day prior to the due date. If you anticipate that you’ll 
need an extension, notify me as soon as possible so that we can determine an alternative deadline. 
 

Zooming 
Since the seminar will be held on Zoom, I encourage you to review McGill’s tips for Learning with Zoom. 
 

Language Policy 
In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have the right to 
submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded. 

https://www.mcgill.ca/tls/students/remote-learning-resources/learning-zoom


Academic Integrity 
McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the meaning and 
consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code of Student Conduct 
and Disciplinary Procedures (see www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ for further information). 
 

Topics and Schedule of Readings 
 
Coming soon. 
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