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PHIL 680: Problems of Philosophy  
Topic for Winter Semester, 2021: Philosophy of Psychiatry 

Course description 
Psychiatry raises a number of questions in the philosophy of science, the philosophy of 
mind, and ethics. Among the most contentious in contemporary psychiatry concerns the 
style of explanation that psychiatric theory should (eventually) be able to offer. This seminar 
will explore various aspects of this theme. Topics to be discussed include the nature of 
mental disorder; the “medical model” of psychopathology; neuroscientific reductionism; and 
the social determinants of mental disorder. 

Objectives 
On successful completion of this unit, students will have an understanding of some of the 
fundamental questions concerning scientific explanation in psychiatry. 

Assessment 
The work for the course includes a presentation worth 25% of the final grade and an essay 
of about 3,500 words worth 75% of the final grade. 

Format 
We will have a weekly meeting on zoom that will run from 10:05–11:25. Small group work 
will be scheduled at the beginning of the term.  

Instructor Contact Details 
Ian Gold 
ian.gold@mcgill.ca 
Office hours TBA 

Ana Gómez-Carillo 
ana.gomezcarrillo@mcgill.ca 
Office hours TBA 

 

 

Inclusivity 
As the instructors of this course we endeavor to provide an inclusive learning environment. 
However, if you experience barriers to learning in this course, do not hesitate to discuss 
them with me and the Office for Students with Disabilities, 514-398-6009. 

Academic Integrity 
McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the 
meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the 
Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (see www.mcgill.ca/students 
/srr/honest/students/for more information). 

L’université McGill attache une haute importance à l’honnêteté académique. Il incombe par 
conséquent à tous les étudiants de comprendre ce que l’on entend par tricherie, plagiat et 
autres infractions académiques, ainsi que les conséquences que peuvent avoir de telles 
actions, selon le Code de conduite de l’étudiant et des procédures disciplinaires (pour de plus 
amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ 
students/). 
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In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the University’s control, the content 
and/or evaluation scheme in this course is subject to change. 

In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have 
the right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded. 

 


