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Course description 
 
Phenomenology is probably the most important philosophical movement of 20th Century European philosophy. 
Founded by Edmund Husserl, phenomenology has gained adherents around the globe and in dozens of disciplines 
after its first expression in Husserl’s Logical Investigations (first published in 1900/01). The most well-known 
phenomenologists are Martin Heidegger, Maurice Merleau-Ponty, Emmanuel Levinas, Jean-Paul Sartre, Michel 
Henry, Jacques Derrida and Jean-Luc Marion. As an introduction to phenomenology, this course aims to clarify the 
specificity of the phenomenological method and the particularity of its approach to some classical philosophical 
problems. The guiding thread of our investigation will be Husserl’s phenomenology of perception. Concretely, we 
will begin by looking at Husserl’s analysis of perception in the Logical Investigation and then follow the 
transformations it underwent until Husserl’s magnus opus Ideas 1 (published in 1913). Accordingly, the course will 
be divided into 5 modules: 
Module 1: Introduction to the phenomenological method  
Module 2: Husserl’s phenomenology of perception in the Logical Investigations 
Module 3: The so-called ‘transcendental turn’ in Husserl’s phenomenology 
Module 4: The problem of perception in the 1907 lecture-course Thing and Space 
Module 5: Overview of Husserl’s transcendental analysis of perception in Ideas 1 
 
 
Required Reading  
 

• Edmund Husserl, Logical Investigations, Vol.2, Routledge (Trans. by Findlay, Ed. by Moran). 
 
*This book will be available at the bookstore The Word (on Milton). It is also on reserve at the library.  

 
• Edmund Husserl, Thing and Space: Lecture 1907 

 
*This book can only be ordered through Amazon. I put it on reserve at the library as well. 

 
Other brief readings will be added; photocopies (or pdf-documents) for these texts are going to be provided by the 
instructor in class at the relevant time.  
 
 
Recommended Reading 
 
These texts are among the best introductory texts to phenomenology. Those of you that aren’t familiar with 
phenomenology should read one of these during the first month of the term. Most of them are on reserve. 
 
Bernet/Kern/Marbach,  An Introduction to Husserlian Phenomenology, Northwestern University  

Press 1995 (English translation of: Edmund Husserl. Darstellung seines Denkens). (not easy). 
 
Dastur, Françoise, Husserl. Des mathématiques à l’histoire. P.U.F. 1995. (just excellent!) 
 



 
Held, K., “Husserl’s Phenomenological Method”, in D. Welton (Ed.): The New Husserl, Indiana University Press  

2003.  
 
Moran, D., Introduction to Phenomenology, Routledge 2001. (Overview of the phenomenological  

movement – not limited to Husserl).  
 
Sokolowski, R., Introduction to Phenomenology, Cambridge University Press 2000. (clear and easy to read). 
 
Zahavi, Husserl’s Phenomenology, Stanford 2003. (Excellent!) 
 
Zahavi / Gallagher, The Phenomenological Mind (Routledge 2008. (Especially good for those familiar  

with or interested in cognitive sciences). 
 
 
Method of Evaluation  
 
15% One midterm exam. There will be two essay questions on the midterm on the material seen in class so far, and 
you will be asked to answer to one question in a 750-word essay. Date: Oct. 14th. 
 
25% One final exam. There will be three essay questions on the final exam covering the material discussed in class 
since the midterm and you will be asked to answer to two of them in two 500-word essays (one essay for each 
question). Date: During the examination period (Dec. 6th – Dec. 22nd). Exact date decided centrally (so: TBA). 
 
60% Final essay on any topic discussed in class (10-12 pages)*. Topic must be discussed in advance with the 
instructor during his office hours on an individual basis. Papers are due Thursday, Dec. 9th at noon.  
 
*So as to prepare for their final paper and get some feedback, students may do a short (15-20 minutes) class 
presentation on the topic of their paper or some related question. Topic of the presentation must be discussed in 
advance with the instructor.  
 
All essays and exams are graded on your understanding of the material you have been assigned to read, your 
understanding of the lectures, on your ability to draw on further material where relevant.  Your ability to write in a 
clear and thoughtful manner is also an important aspect of the grading. In accord with McGill University’s Charter 
of Students’ Rights, students in this course have the right to submit in English or in French any written work that is 
to be graded (German is fine too). 
 
 

*** 
McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore all students must understand the meaning and consequences 
of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary 
Procedures (see http://www.mcgill.ca/integrity for more information). 
 

*** 
“In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the University’s control, the content and/or evaluation scheme 
in this course is subject to change.”   
 

*** 
Instructors who may adopt the use of text-matching software to verify the originality of students' written course 
work must register for use of the software with Educational Technologies (Email) and must inform their students 
before the drop/add deadline, in writing, of the use of text-matching software in a course.

http://www.mcgill.ca/global/php/securemail.php?d=10bf8ea5e6ad82bac686a96c3db6ee69

