COURSE OUTLINE/ PHIL 355 ARISTOTLE
Winter term 2012: T TH 11:30-13:00, EDUC 627

PROFESSOR M. DESLAURIERS

Office: LEA 943

Phone: 514-398-4Y400 2094749
Philosophy Main Office: Leacock 908
e-mail: marquerite.deslauriers@mcaqill.ca
Office Hours: TH 14:30-16:30

IMPORTANT NOTE ON PEDAGOGY: This course is taught in one of McGill’s interactive
classrooms. Students should expect to interact, with the instructor and with one another, during
class time. This will require preparation in advance, and active participation during classes.

This course is intended to give students a sense of the diversity of Aristotle’s philosophical
interests, together with some idea of how those interests are related. We will be concerned with
two topics in particular; substance, and the nature of human character. We will begin with
Aristotle’s Physics, Categories, On Generation and Corruption, and Generation of Animals, all of
which tell us something about substance: what it is, what it is not, how it comes into being and
how it changes. On the Soul, a work concerned with questions in biology and psychology as well
as epistemology, will serve as a bridge between the investigation of substance and Aristotle’s
moral and political philosophy. We will then turn to the Nicomachean Ethics, which takes up
explicitly the question of moral character and its development. Finally, we will read the first book
of Aristotle’s Politics, and consider the importance of conceptions of nature and political life with
respect to moral character. Among other issues and problems we will investigate are: the
categories and the theory of predication; form and matter; change; causation and explanation;
perception and cognition; the role of choice in action and virtue; inequality and its justification.

TEXT: A New Aristotle Reader, ed. J. L. Ackrill, and a Coursepack, will be available at the Word
Bookstore, 469 Milton Street. The Word accepts cash and personal cheques in payment.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: Participation, as evidenced by (a) attendance, (b) submission of
discussion questions, and (c) interventions in class (10%); 4 quizzes (5% each, for a total of
20%); one assignment (30%); one take-home exam (40%). All work must be submitted in hard
copy on the date and at the time indicated in order to avoid penalties. Students are advised to
save electronic versions of all their work (including discussion questions). You are expected to
have read the assigned material before each class.

GRADING CRITERIA: To do excellent work in this course, you need to be able to do more than
reiterate what Aristotle says (or seems to say), or what was said in class. An “A” indicates that
you not only understand the material, but that you have also thought critically about it, grasping at
least some of its subtleties and implications. A “B” reflects an above-average understanding of
the material without any major errors; “B” work does not capture the complexity of the issues. A
“C” suggests a struggle with the material that results in basic comprehension but is flawed by
some significant misunderstandings or errors. A “D” indicates only a rudimentary comprehension
of part of the material with most of the material being misunderstood. An “F” indicates no
understanding either of the assignment or of the material.

POLICY ON EXTENSIONS: No extensions will be granted without an appropriate medical note.
Late work will be penalized at the rate of a third of a grade per calendar day past the due date.
For example, an assignment that is evaluated as a B, if one day late, will be assigned a grade of
B-; the same assignment, if two days late, would receive a C+.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore all students
must understand the meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic
offences under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (see
www.mcgill.ca/integrity for more information).

LANGUAGE: In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this
course have the right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded.







