
Isla Galeta
Mangrove Tours

The Pescadores Unidos de la Playita 
(United Fishermen of  La Playita) 
represents members of  the artisan 
fishing community of  La Playita in the 
city of  Colon.  While the community 
has traditionally been reliant on fishing, 
the decline in marine resources in the 
area due to pollution from Canal 
transit, a recent oil spill, and mangrove 
deforestation has prompted the 
community to explore 
environmentally-friendly alternatives.  
Members of  the community will be 
happy to guide you through the 
mangrove estuaries  with their in-depth 
knowledge of  coastal ecosystems.

Looking forward to seeing you in the 
mangroves!

 -the Pescadores Unidos de La 
Playita

Pescadores Unidos 

de La Playita



Situated at the 
interface of  sea 

and land, 
mangrove forests  represent a unique  
and very rich ecosystem.      The saline 
conditions and the water saturated soils 
required incredibly well adapted tree 
species.  Mangrove trees deal with high 
salinity through diverse mechanisms 
including secretion and  or reverse 
osmosis and some have a root 
system called pneumatophores that 
allow them to breath from under 
water, like snorkels

Mangroves

Mangrove forests are sadly a 
heavily threatened habitats.  
Mangroves are cut for 
they wood for 
construction or charcoal 
production.  More 
devastating yet, mangrove 
forests are being cleared 
and land-filled around the 
world for development 
projects.  In Isla Galeta, the 
mangroves are threatened by the 
expansion of  shipping of  the 
infrastructure of  Colón (ports, 
container yards, airport, etc.)

The mangrove ecosystem has 
double the fauna richness of  most 
ecosystems as it hosts both truly 
terrestrial organisms and truly 
aquatic organisms.

Up in the trees, with a keen 
eye, one can often spot a 

three-toed sloth(Bradypus 
variegatis) or a howler 

monkey (Alouatta 
palliata).

A caiman crocodile 
(C. crocodilus)  can be 

seen sunning on a log.

A huge spectrum of  birds 
can be identified in the 
mangroves.  King fishers of  
many species, a variety of  
egrets and a diversity of  
hawks are common sights.  Do 
not forget that the early bird 

gets the worm!

Under the boats, the shadowy 
form sting rays (Dasyatis 
americana) and other reef  fish 
can slide by.

Close to 98 crab species can be 
seen on the mangrove roots, 
branches and leafs or digging 
holes in the ground.

Fauna

Setting out from a historic 
artillery base that served for 
the defense of  the Canal, the 
tour will bring you through a 

meandering creek in the 
mangroves to a shallow 
lagoon, where the silence 
will only be broken by 
the sound of  the waves 
and the cries of  the 
birds.  Tides permitting, 
a second estuary will lead 
you to the shore where the 

species-rich intertidal zone will 
astonish you.  The tour can take  
45 minutes to two hours at 
your convenience.

The Tour

Mangroves provide a number of  
ecological services to our society.  
Namely, they serve as erosion  and 
siltation barriers and are the hatching 
grounds for many of  the commercially 
important fish.


