
 

 
 

 
 
 
  

 
 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 

                                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  

 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 
 
 

 
Beth Foster 

MD, MSCE, FRCPC 

 

The past 6 months have been challenging at the MCH. Staffing shortages related to 

the pandemic have pushed us all to our limits. Funding and space constraints loom 

ever-present. However, there are also plenty of reasons for optimism and hope. The 

new Régles de gestion des PEMs have allowed for unprecedented renewal of our 

medical teams. Over the past 9 months, 9 physicians were hired or are in the process 

of being hired. In addition, there are active searches ongoing for another 11 physicians 

in 8 divisions. Furthermore, Associates are being hired to complement our full time 

members at such a rate that I can’t keep up with the numbers! Clinical teams continue 

to innovate and new programs have been developed. Notably, the Intermediate-

Complexity Coordination and Navigation (I-CCAN) service was awarded an 

honourable mention at the prestigious Prix d'excellence du réseau de la santé et des 

services sociaux at the provincial level. 

 

Our training programs are very active, with trainees from around the world busy in almost every division. The Program 

Directors of our general peds and subspecialty training programs deserve immense gratitude for the hard work they do 

in ensuring training of the highest quality. The General Pediatrics Residency program is transitioning to new leadership, 

with a brand new distributed model including one Program Director and three Assistant Program Directors. This model 

promises to be more sustainable, and will help our program continue to thrive. I am looking forward to seeing what the 

new team, led by Dr. Najma Ahmed, will accomplish. Drs. Victoria Bizgu, Nadine Korah, and Catherine Nolin will serve 

as Assistant program directors. Dr. Geoff Dougherty will serve as Assistant Program director for a year while Nadine and 

Catherine complete their maternity leaves and to ensure a smooth transition upon their return.  

 

Our department has also seen incredible research success in the past 6 months. All three of those who applied for FRQS 

Chercheur-boursier Senior awards were successful (Ben-Shoshan, Fontela, Nakhla). We also had two young clinician-

scientists successful at the FRQS Chercheur-boursier Junior 1 level (Chapuy, Makri). Our members also had notable 

success at research operating grant competitions. Highlights included the CIHR funding for POPCORN study 

(Papenberg, Fontela, Burstein, Constantin, Li) and phase 2 funding for the SPOR CHILD-BRIGHT (Majnemer). We also had 

success in the spring CIHR operating grants competition, with grants awarded to Loydie Jerome-Majewska, Kolja Eppert, 

Marie Brossard-Racine and Pia Wintermark, and Janusz Rak. 

 

The 2022 Renewal Day was extremely successful, thanks to the hard work of Dr. Laurel Kimoff and the renewal day 

committee. We had about 60 participants and feedback was very positive. Dr. Preetha Krishnamoorthy also deserves 

thanks for her outstanding facilitation skills. A number of concrete suggestions on ways to build community and improve 

our department came out of the renewal day. The Executive committee will be working on implementing these ideas 

over the next 6-12 months. 
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A great deal of time and effort were also devoted to the MSSA budget in the past 6 months. Department members 

engaged in very great numbers at the townhalls and in the voting process, sharing important opinions and ideas. I am 

very pleased that the membership agreed that an increase in the tax rate from 3% to 4% was necessary. The Executive 

committee will continue to work hard to ensure that these funds are fairly distributed and that the management of 

these funds remains accountable and transparent. 

 

I hope you all take some time to rest and recharge over the summer. We all need a break. 

 

Beth 
 

 

Paeds Reads is our weekly e-newsletter that launched on September 6, 

2019.(weblink: https://www.mcgill.ca/peds/about/newsletter) 

Part of our Strategic Departmental Communications Plan initiatives, this e-

newsletter is a virtual collected curated space for Departmental information, 

engagement and networking in support of all aspects of our academic mission; 

clinical service, education, research, innovation, advocacy and personal 

development.   

 

Please submit your content to: pedscoms.med@mcgill.ca Admissible content 

includes news, rounds, events in your service/Division that you would like to share 

with the members of the Department of Pediatrics. 

 

 

 

VIRTUAL SUGGESTION BOX 
Submit your constructive suggestions to our Department through our Virtual Suggestion Box at 

this link: http://freesuggestionbox.com/pub/yxweobj 

Suggestions can include our organization and activities, any academic area in relation to our 

Strategic Plan and are entirely anonymous, unless an individual chooses to sign personally. 

Submissions will be forwarded to the Chair/Chief of Department, (Dr. Foster) for consideration. 

You can find a tab linking to the Suggestion Box on our Departmental website: 

https://www.mcgill.ca/peds/about  

 

  
 

 

 

DEPARTMENT MEMBERS CONTRIBUTED TO UNICEF’S COVID-19 FUND. 
 

Like several other Pediatric Department Chairs across Canada, Dr. Foster decided to host 

a fundraiser in support of UNICEF’s Covid019 Fund. The total raised was $ 3,075. The 

campaign ended February 2022.  
 

As pediatricians and pediatric subspecialists, we know that one of medicine's most effective tools is vaccination. We 

have been fortunate to have access to first, second, and even third doses of the COVID vaccine. Right now, we are 

in a race against time to deliver COVID-19 vaccines to every corner of the globe. The pandemic has exposed and 

amplified global inequalities and vaccine access is just one example of this. We know that the only way through this 

pandemic is together. Global vaccination is an urgent matter of both equity and self-interest.  

 
 

https://www.mcgill.ca/peds/about/newsletter
mailto:pedscoms.med@mcgill.ca
http://freesuggestionbox.com/pub/yxweobj
https://www.mcgill.ca/peds/about
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STAFF UPDATES 
 

The following individuals were appointed as FT-Faculty Lecturer: 

 Dr. Abdallah Boulfani, General Pediatrics (Aug 2021) 

 Dr. Audrey Lafontaine, General Pediatrics (Jan 2022) 
 

The following individuals were appointed as PT-Faculty Lecturer: 

 Dr. Marina Ayrapetyan, Neonatology (Sept 2021) 

 Dr. Gabrielle Bibas, General Pediatrics (Dec 2021) 

 Dr. Ahmed El Domiati, General Pediatrics (Jun 2022) 

 Dr. Sophia Stattmiller, General Pediatrics (Nov 2021) 

 Dr. Xavier Tanguay-Rioux, Emergency Med. (Mar 2022) 
 

 The following individuals were appointed as Associate Professor: 

 Dr. Tiscar Cavallé-Garrido, Cardiology (Mar 2022) 

 Dr. Valérie Langlois, Nephrology (Apr 2022) 
 

The following individuals were appointed as Assistant Professor: 

 Dr. Mallory Downie, Nephrology (Oct 2022) 

 Dr. Kristen Favel, Nephrology (Jul 2022) 

 Dr. Émilie Filion-Ouellet, Neonatology-MCH (Jul 2022) 

 Dr. François Gagnon, Emergency Med. (Jul 2022) 

 Dr. Avigyle Grunbaum, General Pediatrics (Jul 2022) 

 Dr. Cathie-Kim Le, Emergency Med. (Jul 2022) 

 Dr. Anali Maneshi, Emergency Med. (Mar 2022) 

 Dr. Jasmine Vafi, General Pediatrics (Jul 2022) 

 Dr. Zofia Zysman-Colman, Respirology (Feb 2022) 

 

 The following individual was appointed as Program Director of 

the Montreal Children’s Hospital Northern Native Program:  

 Dr. Chi Minh Phi, General Pediatrics (Mar 2022) 

Retirements: 

 Dr. Carl Cummings, Neonatology (Mar 2022) 

 Dr. Apo Papageorgiou, Neonatology-JGH (Dec 

2021) 
 

Resignations: 

 Dr. Audrey Lovett, Dermatology (Apr 2022) has 

resigned from the MCH but maintains a part-

time appointment at McGill University. 

 

AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL!  
 
Dr. Ilana Bank received the Canadian Pediatric Society’s Anna Jarvis Paediatric Emergency Medicine Teaching award 

Dr. Robert Barnes received the National Bank Medical Award of Excellence from the Montreal Children’s Hospital Foundation.   

Dr. Lorraine Bell received the MCH Recognition Award.  

Dr. Farhan Bhanji (Project Supervisor) and his team for winning the 2021 World Restart A Heart campaign was awarded the Bronze 

award in Category 11 – Best Student and/or Young Alumni Initiative, by the 2022 Canadian Council for the Advancement of 

Education Awards of Excellence ceremony. 

Dr. Catherine Henin received the 2021 Transition to Clinical Practice (TCP) Award for her work as an outstanding clinician preceptor.  

Dr. Michael Kramer received the 2022 Prix du chercheur émérite from the Québec Réseau de recherché en santé des populations.  

Dr. Preetha Krishnamoorthy was awarded the 2022 Osler Award for Outstanding Teaching (again!). 

Dr. Loydie Jerome-Majewska was recognized with McGill’s Award for Equity and Community Building (Academic Staff category).  

Dr. Dorothy Moore received the CPS’s Dr. Sam Wong Covid-19 Certificate of Merit. 

Dr. Catherine Nolin received the annual Paige & Bernard Kaplan Departmental Teaching Award as selected by the McGill University 

post-graduate trainees in the Department of Pediatrics for outstanding teaching. 

Dr. Jesse Papenburg was awarded the McGill University Principal’s Prize for Public Engagement through Media in the category of 

emerging researcher. 

Dr. Saleem Razack received the American Board of Internal Medicine (ABIM) Foundation 2021 John A. Benson Jr., MD Professionalism 

Article Prize for his article “Professionalism revisited during the pandemics of our time: COVID-19 and racism.  

Dr. Rima Rozen was named a Distinguished James McGill Professor by McGill University Provost Office. 

Dr. Samir Shaheen-Hussain received the McGill University Haile T. Debas Prize.  

Dr. Michael Shevell received the Pfizer Research Award of Excellence from the Montreal Children’s Hospital Foundation. 

Dr. Rob Sternszus received the national-level 2022 Association of Faculties of Medicine of Canada Young Educator Award. He was 

also named to the Faculty Honor List for Educational Excellence.  

 

Recruitment Update 
 

The Department has the following recruitment 

opportunities currently (i.e. open non-jumelaged 

PEMs). 

- Adolescent Medicine (1) 

- Critical Care (3) 

- Dermatology (2) 

- General Pediatrics (Palliative Care) (1) 

- Hematology-Oncology (Neuro-oncology) (1) 

 

The recent implementation of the new PEM rules 

have allowed for the following PEM openings this 

year:  

- Cardiology (1) 

- Gastroenterology (1) 

- General Pediatrics (2) 

- Rheumatology (1) 

- Nephrology (2) 
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RESEARCH FUNDING – CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL! 
 

Dr. Marc Beltempo received a grant from the New Directions in Research Competition (MCH Foundation) for his project Find 

My Bed: A Decision Support Algorithm to optimize Perinatal/Neonatal Transfers. ($80,000) 

Dr. Marie Brossard-Racine received a grant from the Fondation des étoiles for her project Myelin abnormalities in survivors of 

neonatal encephalopathy treated with therapeutic hypothermia: a pilot study. ($ 40,000)  

Dr. Marie Brossard-Racine and Dr. Pia Wintermark (co-PIs) received a CIHR grant for their project The long-term 

consequences of neonatal encephalopathy in the era of therapeutic hypothermia: Identifying child and brain 

developmental profiles at 9 years of age. ($1,082,476) 

Dr. Kolja Eppert received a grant from the New Directions in Research Competition (MCH Foundation) for his project 

Development of a model of pre-Leukemic HSC expansion – in silico/in vivo. ($80,000). He also received a CIHR grant for 

project Identification of the mechanisms underlying the early stages of leukemogenesis in human hematopoietic stem cells. 

($898,876) 

Dr. Patricia Fontela, in collaboration with Drs. Dominique Piquette (Sunnybrook, Toronto) and Denise Jaworsky (UBC), 

received a grant from the CIHR Health Research Training Platform for the program Life-Threatening Illness National Group 

(LifTING) Research Training Platform. ($2.4 million) 

Dr. Isabelle Gagnon (co-PI) received a CIHR grant for project Electrophysiological Signature of Pediatric Concussion: 

Contributing Knowledge to Improve Clinical Diagnosis, Prognosis, and Management. ($100,000) 

Dr. Loydie Jerome-Majewska received a CIHR grant for project The role of spliceosome proteins in disease and development 

($749,700) 

Dr. Robert Koenekoop was the recipient of the SGB Kids Equipment Competition Award for his project Zeiss hand-held Retina 

Camera. ($11,267) 

Dr. Annette Majnemer (PI) received the CIHR SPOR Networks Knowledge Mobilization and Implementation Science Grant 

for her project CHILD-BRIGHT moving forward: an inclusive community for equity-driven knowledge mobilization and 

implementation science. ($9.02 million: CIHR 3.75 million, Funding Partners matching funds $5.27 million) 

Dr. Jesse Papenburg (PI) received a grant from the CIHR for a collaborative project to study the impacts of COVID-19 on the 

health and well-being of children and young people, POPCORN project (Pediatric Outcomes 

Improvement through Coordination of Research Networks) ($6.7 million) 

Dr. Janusz Rack received a grant from the New Directions in Research Competition (MCH Foundation) for his project 

Modulating blood vessels exosome pathways to facilitate immunotherapy in pediatric brain tumours. ($80,000). He also 

received a CIHR grant for project Targeting exosomal mediators of vascular pathology in glioblastoma. ($956,250) 

Dr. Aimee Ryan was the recipient of the SGB Kids Equipment Competition Award for her project Zeiss Objectives for spinning 

disk microscope. ($10,865) 

Dr. Wissam Shalish was the recipient of the SGB Kids Equipment Competition Award for his project Root platform. ($13,065) 

New Salary Support Awards: 

- FRQ-S, Chercheur-boursier Clinicien :  

 Dr. Angeliki Makri – Endocrinology – Junior 1 

 Dr. Laurence Chapuy – Gastroenterology – Junior 1 

 Dr. Moshe Ben-Shoshan – Allergy, Immunology & Dermatology – Senior 

 Dr. Patricia Fontela – Pediatric Critical Care Medicine – Senior 

 

    

Congratulations to I-CCAN service for patients with complex needs wins Prix d’excellence honour    
 
 

A ‘concierge’ service for patients with intermediate-complex care needs from 

the Montreal Children’s Hospital (MCH) received an honorable mention at the 

prestigious Prix d'excellence du réseau de la santé et des services sociaux in 

the Intégration des services category. 

The Intermediate-Complexity Coordination and Navigation (I-CCAN) service is 

offered to patients aged 0 to 18 years who require intermediate-complex 

medical care and who are followed on a long-term basis by at least three MCH 

ambulatory services.  

 

 

A care coordinator is responsible for centralizing access to care and resources, and streamlining service planning. Among other things, 

this person arranges appointments according to the family's schedule and verifies that ultrasounds, blood work and other tests are done. 

With the success of Phase 1, the I-CCAN service is already expanding. Phase 2 started in 2022. The creation of a permanent position of 

care coordinator and nurse practitioner who provides medical care makes it possible to handle consultations and medical follow-ups for 

nearly 300 patients. 
 
 

 

https://webapps.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/decisions/p/project_details.html?applId=462097&lang=en
https://webapps.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/decisions/p/project_details.html?applId=462097&lang=en
https://webapps.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/decisions/p/project_details.html?applId=462097&lang=en
https://webapps.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/decisions/p/project_details.html?applId=463108&lang=en
https://webapps.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/decisions/p/project_details.html?applId=465363&lang=en
https://webapps.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/decisions/p/project_details.html?applId=465363&lang=en
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebapps.cihr-irsc.gc.ca%2Fdecisions%2Fp%2Fproject_details.html%3FapplId%3D462378%26lang%3Den&data=05%7C01%7CChairpeds.admin%40MUHC.MCGILL.CA%7Cc4913913a35649fbad8e08da66a16358%7C06e1fe285f8b4075bf6cae24be1a7992%7C0%7C0%7C637935140593757017%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tOP8zSEzlktnXPglFhZQIs92Hssql4clZv%2FBk6i3vqc%3D&reserved=0
https://webapps.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/decisions/p/project_details.html?applId=460571&lang=en
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 Through the Surgical Innovation Program at McGill University, Dr. Ilana Bank (pediatric 

Emergency Medicine) and the McGill experimental surgery department have won the final 

course award to further develop their invention of a device that will help diminish delays in 

preparing medications and medication dosing errors in high-pressure situations. The device is 

currently under review for investigational testing authorization from Health Canada and will be 

piloted at the MCH in the coming months.  

 

 
 

 
 Neonatologists Dr. Wissam Shalish and Dr. Guilherme Sant’Anna used a type of ventilation 

called NIV-NAVA (non-invasive neurally adjusted ventilator assist) in a way that had never been 

done before in Quebec for severe tracheomalacia, sparing their two-month-old patient from 

undergoing open-heart surgery.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Innovative Trauma Education 
 

Congratulations to Dr. Esli Osmanlliu and Dr. Jennifer Turnbull, Co-Directors of the McGill Global 

Child Health Program, and their colleagues in Pediatric Emergency Medicine who created a 

series of Trauma Acute care videos with the goal of helping save lives in Ukraine and other 

conflict zones. The rapidity with which these videos were created is truly impressive. This effort is 

just another example of the outstanding work going on every day in our ED! 

 

 
 

 
Dr. Esli Osmanlliu 

 

 
Dr. Jennifer 

Turnbull 

 

The Pediatric Emergency Department (PED) of the Montreal Children’s Hospital is proud to launch 

Pediatric trauma and acute care videos on the Luma1 platform for use in conflict and disaster zones. 

Inspired by the work of our adult colleagues and on request from members of the Ukrainian community, 

the PED coordinated a team of doctors, nurses and respiratory therapists in the production of short videos, 

including members of the departments of Pediatric Surgery, ENT, and Neonatology. 

We wish to thank Tanya Babiuk-Henry, Violaine Vastel, Johanne Boyer, Denise Kudirka, Caroline White, 

Elena Guadagno, Elissa Remmer and Drs. Osmanlliu, Turnbull, El-Tawil, Saint-Louis, Bank, Nguyen, Khalil, 

and Ryan for their efforts. Thank you to the MUHC Simulation Centre for the use of the space and 

preparation of equipment. We also wish to thank Luma1 for their endless hours of pro bono work in 

recording, editing and translating these videos. 

The conflict in Ukraine has highlighted the plight of people both fleeing from and trapped within conflict 

zones everywhere. Initially translated into Ukrainian, translation work on the videos will continue into many 

other languages to equitably support the care of children experiencing trauma worldwide. 

Link to videos in Ukrainian:  https://ptu.luma.one/live 
 

 

     

New McGill AEC9 Associate Director for the Dept. of Pediatrics  
  

I am delighted to announce that Ms. Hala Abdallah (B.A., M.B.A.) has been appointed as the new Associate 

Director effective June 2, 2022. Hala joins AEC9 from the Office of Vice- Dean Academic Affairs –Faculty of 

Medicine and Health Sciences where she was most recently a senior Academic Affairs advisor and a Team 

Leader. Hala is an influential leader who provided training and mentoring to various administrators in the 

faculty and helped managers in various departments at the university and affiliated hospitals on appropriate 

resolutions of academic staff issues resulting from appointments, reappointments, terminations, and  

  

 
Hala Abdallah  

retirement. She brings over 20 years of diversified experience in Educational Institutions. She holds a Master of Business 

Administration degree and joined McGill in 2006. Served as the Business Manager for the Office of the Principal & Vice 

Chancellor / Provost between 2006– 2013. Overseen the financial and personnel administration for these two offices, 

including budget planning and monitoring; funds management; was responsible for good financial management of the  
 

operations in both units, with an emphasis on cost control and compliance, acted as a liaison person between 

the head Office and central Finance and HR departments at the University.  I would also like to take this 

opportunity to thank Ms. Anna-Maria Henderson, who has served as Acting Associate Director of our AEC since 

Jan. 2021. Anna-Maria has been a real godsend to our very busy AEC, ably managing multiple hires and 

personnel reshufflings in addition to multiple other tasks. It is a testament to her professionalism and capacity 

that she kept things afloat in our AEC while simultaneously leading another very busy AEC. Thank you Anna-

Maria!! - Beth Foster 

 
Anna-Maria 

Henderson 

 

 

https://ptu.luma.one/live
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 GENERAL PEDIATRIC RESIDENCY TRAINING PROGRAM NEWS                                 
 

 

 

 

Evelyn Constantin MD CM MSc(Epi) FRCPC 

Associate Professor, Pediatrics, McGill University 

Director, Pediatric Sleep Medicine, Montreal Children’s Hospital 

Senior Clinician-Scientist, RI-MUHC  

Director (Outgoing), Pediatric Residency Program, McGill University 

Associate Member,  Department of Epidemiology, Biostatistics and Occupational 

Health, McGill University 

Associate Member, Institute of Health Sciences Education (IHSE) 

 

 

 

What a roller coaster of a ride this year has been, with the ups and downs and waves of the pandemic, peaks and valleys of successes 

and challenges for our residency program, tragic losses of esteemed and loved clinician educators and colleagues in our department, 

celebrations of happy moments in our program, including several new baby additions to our MCH residency family, many resident 

awards locally and nationally, new program initiatives and committees, including a new EDI committee for our residency program, 

and the penultimate celebration and achievement -  graduation!  Our pediatric residents rode these waves with grace, maturity, and 

perseverance. Our program and residents supported each other through difficult times and celebrated happy moments and 

successes the only way we know how – together!  

 

Some program highlights since our last newsletter in January include (in no particular order!):  

 

1) Welcoming our new PGY1s into our program! And celebrating the achievements of our Graduating residents! 

 

2) Creation of a new Pre-Entry Assessment Period (PEAP) committee (Led by one of our senior residents, Dr. Adnan Al Ali with the 

valuable contributions of Drs. Aisha Al-Shahwani, Nour Alkindi, Awrad Almesafer, Moniah Alyasin, Mohammad Hussain; and with 

support from Dr. Elisa Ruano and I). The committee created structured objectives for the PEAP period and for the orientation week, a 

pediatric-specific information guide and close peer mentorship – huge thank you to all the residents who were involved and who took 

the PEAP trainees under their wing and guided them and mentored them to help transition them smoothly to our residency program.  

 

3) Creation and development of our Residency Equity, Diversity, Inclusion Subcommittee (now approved at the level of the Residency 

Program Committee) and co-chaired by Dr. Mariam Naguib and Dr. Evelyn Constantin.  Stay tuned for more news on this - Mariam is 

an outstanding lead in this initiative and has exceptional ideas on how to integrate EDI themes within our program and hospital.   

 

4) Our first in-person pediatric retreat since the beginning of the pandemic!! On June 13, our program held a half-day retreat outdoors 

and outside of the hospital at a beautiful setting.  The CanMEDS themes for this retreat were Leader and Collaborator.  We had 

excellent team-building activities organized and led by our co-chief resident dynamo, Dr. Kim Wong and an interactive plenary led 

by Dr. Tanya Di Genova on negotiation and leadership – huge thanks go to:  Kim for leading the organization of the retreat, including 

the fantastic venue, the logistics, and the academic curriculum; Tanya for the thought-provoking plenary and activity and to Elisa 

Ruano for her help with the program logistics to make this retreat happen!  It was a special afternoon for all of us to get to know one 

another better, to be together and reflect and share our thoughts about the year and what we were all most proud of or happy 

about.    The program is currently organizing the annual resident retreat so stay tuned! 

 
5) Resident achievements and awards: It was an exceptional year of resident accomplishments. All of our residents take on leadership 

roles in our program and all of these roles are important and meaningful and contribute to our program in so many ways!  A few we 

would like to highlight: Academic Half Day leads: Drs. Jill Ranger and Joey Mancini (PGY1-PGY3 teaching curriculum) and Dr. Wijdan 

Basfar (PGY4 teaching curriculum);  Social Committee members; Resident Leads for a number of academic working groups to help 

enhance the academic mission of our program, in particular Dr. Gabrielle Godin and Dr. Annie Chabot;  All of the Bootcamp resident 

leads including Drs. Marie-Hélène Bourassa, Charles Berdnikoff, Mohammad Hussain, Melanie Babinski and Annie Chabot;  

Graduation Committee: Drs. Gabrielle Godin, Jenny Daccache, and Annie Chabot. A special thanks to Dr. Marie Michele Gaudreault 

Tremblay as faculty organizer as well! Kudos to Drs. Annie Chabot, Jenny Daccache, Gabrielle Godin, as well as Joey Mancini for the 
hilarious and incredible Grad video!!!! Oscar-worthy for acting, screenplay and editing!!); And congratulations for local and national 

awards for our residents: Dr. Melanie Babinski, represented McGill at National Pediatric Resident Research Competition; Dr. Anwar 

Alabdulraheem, represented McGill at the APQ Research Day; Dr. Nehal Shata, for the CanMEDS Communicator Award; Dr. David 

D’Arienzo for multiple awards including CanMEDS Leader Award, the APQ Prix de Reconnaissance Award, and most recently the 

prestigious Royal College Kristen Sivertz award for recognition of leadership and advocacy. Program nominees for the Division of 

General Pediatrics Advocacy award: Dr. Adnan Al Ali, Dr. Lara Berliner and Dr. David D’Arienzo (Prize awarded to David).  This is a 

selected list of accomplishments, there are so many others throughout the year – so congratulations to all of the residents for your 

hard work in your academic achievements and also for all the hard work and dedication in your day-to-day clinical activities, caring 

for patients and families at the MCH.  We appreciate it so much! 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                  /2  
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 GENERAL PEDIATRIC RESIDENCY TRAINING PROGRAM NEWS – cont’d                                
 

 
I would like to say thank you to so many, but there is not enough space to do so!! 

 

Thank you to the residents for the warm welcome in this role and for making this year a rewarding year for me.  It is an honour and a 

privilege for us to be in the PD role with a unique opportunity to guide residents in their journey.  I learned so much this year from all of 

you and for this I thank you with all my heart.   

 

Thanks to the chief residents (outgoing, Drs. Lara Berliner and Florence Gagne) and current chiefs, Drs. Mariam Naguib and Kim Wong 

for your hard work, leadership and advocacy for the program and the residents. Our program and I were so fortunate to have you in 

these leadership roles. You are very impressive!  

 

Thanks to all of our faculty members who help the program tremendously in their day-to-day teachings and clinical supervision (and 

all the EPAs! ); the Rotation Coordinators, ensuring that all of our clinical rotations run smoothly!; all of our the program leads who 

have worked very hard throughout the year:  Dr June Ortenberg and Dr Sophia Stattmiller (STACER); Dr Holly Agostino (OSCE); Dr 

Rislaine Benkelfat (RCC); Dr Pia Wintermark (Research); Dr Matt Donlan  (Mentorship and Career Counselling); Dr. Olivia Tse 

(Mindfulness/Compassion Education Lead); and the Chairs of our Program Committees, including Selection Committee Chair Dr 

Najma Ahmed, and Competence Committee Chair Dr Richard Gosselin; and all the faculty and resident members of our RPC and 

subcommittees, including new resident members of our Selection Committee (Drs Lara Berliner, Florence Gagne, Bashayer Alnuaimi 

and Abdulrahman AlGhamdi). We are so grateful and appreciative for your support and contributions, we could not do this without 

you!! It was truly pleasure and privilege to work together with you.   

 

Huge thanks to Alessandra Tedeschi for continuing to be the administrative pillar of our program!  Alessandra, it was wonderful to work 

together again with you – you made the transition into this role smooth for me and you were the consistency in our program that 

allowed our program to be stable this year.  I know that you and Vanessa Vescio will be a dynamic team together and will continue 

to be instrumental in the smooth transition to the new program leadership team in July. 
 

A special thank you on behalf of our residency program and from me personally, to our Assistant PD, Dr. Elisa Ruano.  Elisa has been 

our Assistant PD for the last few years as well as our CBME lead.  She ensured that our program was ready for our CBME launch this 

year. When I took on the role as interim PD this year, I was truly looking forward to working with and supporting the program and the 

residents.  And working alongside Elisa in this new role together and truly been an honour for me.  I knew from the first month I met 

Elisa when she was a medical student that she would be a successful and exceptional pediatrician and educator.  Elisa is outstanding 

in every way – she is extremely dedicated, committed to her roles in our program, she is a strong advocate with so much care and 

positive energy towards all of us.  She brought in her graduate training and expertise in medical education into so many of the program 

development activities and educational innovations we have in our program today. She also took the R1 residents under her wing as 

she helped transition them to CBME this year.  We couldn’t have done this without Elisa’s hard work and efforts.  All the while, she is a 

supermom and is expecting a little one on the way.  Elisa, on behalf of our residency program, thank you from all my heart for your 

unwavering support and partnership this year in our residency program.  
 

Congratulations to all the Graduates for your impressive accomplishments! Thanks to Dr Catherine Henin, Elisa Ruano and the chiefs 

and the Committee members for your kind words and sentiments at Graduation – it was truly an emotional and touching day for me.  

And thanks to Beth Foster and the Department Leadership Executive Committee for your support and collaboration during this 

challenging year, in particular for supporting the proposal for a new model of program leadership.  We have now passed the baton 

to a superb team of program leadership.  Dr. Najma Ahmed is the new Program Director for our General Pediatrics residency program 

and I am confident that the program is in excellent hands with Najma at the helm. Her expertise in medical education, her kindness, 

her thoughtfulness and her professionalism are just a few of her incredible qualities!  
 

 

The program is also fortunate to have an outstanding team of Assistant PDs 

(Dr. Victoria Bizgu, Dr. Geoffrey Dougherty, Dr. Catherine Nolin and Dr. Nadine Korah) 

– they all already have demonstrated in a short period of time valuable collaboration 

and commitment to these roles. Congratulations to Catherine Nolin for being 

awarded this year’s McGill University Paige and Bernard Kaplan Pediatric teaching 

award.  

I started the academic year last June 2021 at the PD/Resident welcome meeting and 

orientation day (on Zoom) quoting a song from Green Day, and saying to the new 

residents that residency “is often unpredictable but in the end it’s right, (we) hope you 

have the time of your lives”.  And I will end this PD year with the same quote and same 

wishes for the residents – for many of us, residency was a period of our lives of growth, 

discovery, with fun and special moments ;  a time that was career-defining, and 

where many of us made lifelong close friendships and mentors – we truly did have the 

time of our lives, and I sincerely hope the same for all of our pediatric residents.  

 

Evelyn 

 

 
Left to right : Drs. Gabrielle Godin, Lara Berliner, 

Florence Gagné, Catherine Nolin, Cassandre 

Têtu, Kim Wong. 
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New Pediatric Residency Program Director and Assistant Program Directors 
 

We are excited to introduce the new leadership team for the General Pediatrics Residency Program.   The new, 

distributed leadership model includes a Program Director and three Assistant Program Directors. Together, this group 

brings a wealth of experience in medical education and a proven history of administrative excellence.   Their skills and 

experience, together with their energy and fresh perspectives, will be instrumental in maintaining and enhancing our 

reputable and strong program.  
 

 
Dr. Najma 

Ahmed 

Dr. Najma Ahmed has been appointed as Program Director effective July 1st, 2022.  Dr. Ahmed has 

served as Program Director for the Pediatric Gastroenterology Residency Program since 2017, and 

as Chair of the General Pediatrics Residency Selection Committee and member of the General 

Pediatrics Residency Program Committee since 2017.  Dr. Ahmed has played important role in 

guiding and shaping our training program and we cannot think of a better person to lead this 

program into the future.    

 

 
Dr. Victoria 

Bizgu 

 

 
Dr. Catherine 

Nolin 

 

 
Dr. Nadine 

Korah 

 

 
Dr. Geoff 

Dougherty 

 

 

The Assistant Program Directors represent both the Montreal Children’s Hospital and the Jewish 

General Hospital, bringing vital expertise in both general pediatrics and neonatology to the training 

program.    

Dr. Victoria Bizgu a neonatologist at the JGH since 2007, has been extensively involved with medical 

education. She has been the JGH site director and member of the Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine 

Residency Program Committee since 2017 and a committee member of the Neonatal Nurse 

Practitioner Program since 2015.  Dr. Bizgu will be our first Assistant Program Director from the Jewish 

General Hospital bringing important new perspectives to the table.  She will begin as Assistant 

Program Director July 1, 2022. 

Dr. Catherine Nolin, a general pediatrician at the MCH since 2017, brings educational experience 

as Hospital Pediatrics Fellowship Program Director and Administrative Director for the General 

Pediatrics Fellowships, and leadership experience as Associate Director for the Inpatient Wards. She 

will begin as Assistant Program Director in Jan. 2023 upon return from her maternity leave. 

Dr. Nadine Korah will bring her skills in patient safety and quality improvement to the team, beginning 

as an Assistant Program Director in Jan. 2023, upon return from her maternity leave. Dr. Korah has 

been a general pediatrician at the MCH since 2013 and is the Assistant Program Head for the 

Inpatient Service. She is also currently the Associate Director for French language ASPIRE (Advancing 

Safety for Patients in Residency Education) program at the Royal College of Physicians and 

Surgeons.   

In addition, Dr. Geoff Dougherty has been appointed as an Assistant Program Director for a period 

of 1-year, effective July 1, 2022.  Dr. Dougherty, a tenured Associate professor, will assist Dr. Ahmed 

while Drs. Nolin and Korah are on leave and play a key role in ensuring smooth transition of the 

program leadership upon their return. He brings a wealth of leadership experience as former Division 

Director for General Pediatrics (2002-2020). Geoff has also participated in the training of hundreds 

of students and residents over his decades at the MCH.  

We would like to thank Dr. Evelyn Constantin who served as the interim Program Director for the last 

12 months and Dr. Elisa Ruano who has served as the lead for Competence by Design (CBD) lead 

since 2017 and Assistant Program Director since 2019.  Drs. Constantin and Ruano have shown 

admirable dedication to the success of the program. Their important contributions are greatly 

appreciated.   

 

 

 

Beth Foster, MD, MSCE, FRCPC 

Professor of Pediatrics 

Chair, Dept. of Pediatrics of McGill University 

Pediatrician-in-Chief of the MUHC 

Harvey Guyda Chair in Pediatrics 

Pediatric Nephrologist, Montreal Children’s Hospital – 

MUHC Glen Site 

David Zielinski, MD, FRCPC, FCCP 

Associate Chair, Education, Department of Pediatrics 

Associate Professor, McGill University  

Pediatric Medical Director, Home Ventilation Program 

(Programme National d'assistance ventilatoire à domicile 

(PNAVD) 
Pediatric Respirologist, Montreal Children’s Hospital – MUHC, 
Glen Site 
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Helen Karounis Agora Program (H-KAP) – We now have fifteen H-KAP Fellows who have collectively 

volunteered hundreds of hours of their time to academic activities within the Department of 

Pediatrics and Faculty of Medicine and Health such as OSCEs, Chief of Service participation, 

coaching and mentoring, research support, direct observations, teaching sessions. To read more 

about H-KAP and the H-KAP Fellows, visit https://www.mcgill.ca/peds/education-training/helen-

karounis-agora-program.  
 

A plaque recognizing all the H-KAP Fellows can be found outside the Chair’s office. 

 
 

Founder and Director of the H-Kap Program:  

 

Laurie Plotnick  MDCM, FRCPC 

Division Director, Pediatric Emergency Medicine 

Medical Director, Emergency Department 

Montreal Children’s Hospital, MUHC  
 

Associate Professor, Department of Pediatrics 

Associate Member, Institute of Health Sciences Education 

Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences, McGill University 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

New Pediatric Residency Program Competence Committee Chair 
 

We are pleased to announce the appointment of Dr. Robert Sternszus as the Competency 

Committee Chair for the General Pediatric Residency training program, effective July 1, 2022. Dr. 

Strenszus is well-known to members of the Department of Pediatrics and to our residents, and 

brings a wealth of experience in medical education, having served as Residency Program 

Director from 2017-2021. He was appointed in 2015 as Assistant Professor of Pediatrics and is also 

a core member of the Institute of Health Sciences Education.  

Dr. Sternszus has a Master’s Degree in Educational Psychology with a concentration in the Health 

Professions. He is a leader in medical education in the Department, the FMHS, and nationally. His 

outstanding skills in medical education have been recognized with multiple awards, including the 

Paige and Bernard Kaplan award for excellence in clinical teaching, the Canadian Association 

of Medical Education Certificate of Merit, the Faculty Honour List for Educational Excellent, and 

the Association of Faculties of Medicine of Canada Young Educators Award. We are confident 

that Dr. Sternszus will do an excellent job in this role.   

 

We would like to thank Dr. Richard Gosselin for his work as Promotions Committee Chair and then 

Competency Committee Chair since 2015. His hard work and commitment to supporting the 

pediatric residency training program was greatly appreciated. 

 

 

 
Dr. Rob 

Sternszus 

 

 
Dr. Richard 

Gosselin 

Beth Foster, MD, MSCE, FRCPC 

Professor of Pediatrics 

Chair, Dept. of Pediatrics of McGill University 

Pediatrician-in-Chief of the MUHC 

Harvey Guyda Chair in Pediatrics 

Pediatric Nephrologist, Montreal Children’s 

Hospital – MUHC Glen Site 

David Zielinski, MD, FRCPC, FCCP 

Associate Chair, Education, Department of Pediatrics 

Associate Professor, McGill University  

Pediatric Medical Director, Home Ventilation Program 

(Programme National d'assistance ventilatoire à domicile 

(PNAVD) 
Pediatric Respirologist, Montreal Children’s Hospital – MUHC, 
Glen Site 

 

 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mcgill.ca%2Fpeds%2Feducation-training%2Fhelen-karounis-agora-program&data=05%7C01%7CChairpeds.admin%40MUHC.MCGILL.CA%7Cf7af8a1ee423472b77d208da5dbeef63%7C06e1fe285f8b4075bf6cae24be1a7992%7C0%7C0%7C637925371880999488%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ofXc09pNVKfP9KlECIoU64hcjhEuNIaeQsMFGiP0juw%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mcgill.ca%2Fpeds%2Feducation-training%2Fhelen-karounis-agora-program&data=05%7C01%7CChairpeds.admin%40MUHC.MCGILL.CA%7Cf7af8a1ee423472b77d208da5dbeef63%7C06e1fe285f8b4075bf6cae24be1a7992%7C0%7C0%7C637925371880999488%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ofXc09pNVKfP9KlECIoU64hcjhEuNIaeQsMFGiP0juw%3D&reserved=0


 

Page 10 DEPARTMENT OF PEDIATRICS NEWSLETTER | SUMMER 2022 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Continuing 
Professional 
Development 

 

                CPD ACTIVITIES 

 

Our virtual PPP course 2022 was very successful thanks to Holly Agostino, Sarah Long Gagne and John Yaremko. 

Holly and Sarah have passed on the reigns of the PPP course to Helena Evangeliou and Chip Phi who along with 

John, have wonderful ideas for the 2023 course.  
 

The CPD website under the Health Professional section of the MCH website is continuously updated 

(https://www.thechildren.com/health-professionals/continuing-professional-development). Department members 

and our partners in the community have access to schedules of our rounds in addition to videos of Pediatric Grand 

Rounds and Evidence Based Rounds, for which they can receive section 2 credits if they missed the rounds. Our 

resource page with algorithms for clinical care is also available on this site. We are in the process of developing an 

activity for section 3 credits.  
 

There is also a set of PowerPoint slides that have been created with our Department of Pediatrics CPD branding that 

is available to all Department members to use when giving talks. Please reach out to Terry Sigman or Natalie Ross 

(natalie.ross@muhc.mcgill.ca) if you would like the slide templates. 
 

If any Department members are planning conferences or symposiums, please let us know so that we can advertise 

and disseminate the information to other members and our community partners.  Moreover, if you have rounds you 

would like us to advertise, please reach out to Terry Sigman at  Peds.CPD@muhc.mcgill.ca  or 

terry.sigman.med@ssss.gouv.qc.ca.  
 

Please reach out with any CPD ideas and we would be happy to work with you to develop them. 
 

Stay tuned for our Fall CPD email blast! 
 

 

Terry Sigman MD FRCP(C) 

Division Director 

Division of Pediatric Gastroenterology & Nutrition 

Montreal Children's Hospital, McGill University Health Center 
 

Director of Continuing Professional Development 

Department of Pediatrics 

Montreal Children's Hospital 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CPD – Indigenous Child Health 
 

In March 2022, the CPD launched a four-module seminar series offered 

exclusively to Department members and led by Dr. Aisling O’Gorman 

with Indigenous community partner, Tealey Normandin.  

 

This Royal College MOC accredited curriculum, spearheaded by Dr. Kent 

Saylor, is endorsed by the Canadian Pediatrics Society and National 

Collaborating Center on Indigenous Health. The curriculum guided 

participants in reflecting on the historical, colonial, and social determinants 

impacting the health of Indigenous children and helped offer more culturally 

safe care in your practice. This was essential learning for any clinician 

providing care to Indigenous children. 

March 9|Demographics, Data & Federal Government Relations 

March 23|History, Colonization & Social Determinants of Health 

April 6|Common Medical Conditions  

April 27|Providing Culturally Safe Care 
 

 

 
Dr. Kent 

Saylor 

 

 
Dr. Aisling 

O’Gorman 

 

 

Tealey 

Ka’senni:saks 

Normandin 

 

https://www.thechildren.com/health-professionals/continuing-professional-development
mailto:natalie.ross@muhc.mcgill.ca
mailto:Peds.CPD@muhc.mcgill.ca
mailto:terry.sigman.med@ssss.gouv.qc.ca


 

DEPARTMENT OF PEDIATRICS NEWSLETTER | SUMMER 2022 

 

Page 11 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

New Chief Residents (Department of Pediatrics) 
 
 

We are pleased to announce that the incoming chief residents for our General 

Pediatrics Residency Program are Dr. Kimberly Wong and Dr. Mariam Naguib! On 

March 14, 2022, they will take the baton (just needed to add an Olympics 

reference! :) from our amazing chief residents, Dr. Florence Gagne and Dr. Lara 

Berliner. We would also like to take this opportunity to extend a huge thank you 

to Florence and Lara for their exceptional  
   

leadership, their outstanding management of several program crises, as well as for their advocacy on behalf of the 

residents and the program at large. They put their heart and soul and tremendous hard work into this leadership role 

and for this, we thank you on behalf of the entire program! 

  

Kim and Mariam will soon embark in this new leadership role – they already recently began the transfer process with 

Florence and Lara, who we know will be a great support to them as well! Kim and Mariam have already stood out 

as natural leaders pre-residency and their contributions have continued during their residency as well. We are thrilled 

that they will continue to lead our program and advocate for our residents in their new capacity as Co-Chief 

Residents! 
 

Congratulations again to Kim and Mariam on this important role as co-chief residents in our General Pediatrics 

Residency Program! Please join us in welcoming them in this role and in thanking Florence and Lara as well for their 

leadership this past year! 

  

Evelyn and Elisa 
 

Evelyn Constantin MD CM MSc(Epi) FRCPC 

Associate Professor, Pediatrics, McGill University 

Director, Pediatric Sleep Medicine, Montreal Children’s 

Hospital 

Senior Clinician-Scientist, RI-MUHC  

Director (Interim), Pediatric Residency Program, McGill 

University 

Associate Member,  Department of Epidemiology, Biostatistics 

and Occupational Health, McGill University 

Associate Member, Institute of Health Sciences Education 

(IHSE)  

Elisa Ruano Cea MDCM, MHPE, FRCPC 

Assistant Professor, Pediatrics 

Assistant Director and CBME Lead, Pediatrics 

Residency Program  

Associate Member, Institute of Health Sciences 

Education 

McGill University 

 

 

 

 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN CHALLENGE 

We have now raised $399,193 towards our Capital Campaign Challenge goal of 

$500,000. Please consider joining us in this effort: 

https://fondationduchildren.com/en/fundraising/children-s-challenge Remember all 

pledges raised up to a total of $250,000 will be matched by us. 

The health care professionals working at the Montreal Children’s Hospital embody the 

values of dedication, excellence, innovation and compassionate care to improve the 

health and well-being of children and their families.  

 

Annette Majnemer & 

 Michael Shevell 

Philanthropic support is essential in order for the hospital to be a leader in improving care. That is why we are excited 

and pleased to be avid supporters of the hospital’s first stand-alone Capital Campaign in 30 years. Entitled 

Unexpected Ways to Heal, the campaign aims to raise $200 million dollars over the next 7 years. These funds will make 

a substantial difference in how we provide care over the next few decades. We will all directly benefit from the 

wonderful changes and advancements that this campaign will enable. 

We have decided to structure our Capital Campaign pledge as a challenge. We have pledged to personally donate 

up to $250,000, matching each dollar raised as part of our personal outreach efforts. By simply donating to the 

“Children’s Challenge” the dollar value of your pledge will be matched by our contribution thus doubling it. 

Our donations will be instrumental in advancing care and keeping the Montreal Children’s Hospital at the forefront of 

academic pediatric healthcare. We do hope you will consider joining us in this collective effort. 

 
 

 

https://fondationduchildren.com/en/fundraising/children-s-challenge
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    PEDIATRIC MEDICAL GRAND ROUNDS 
 

January 2022 

12 Vaccine acceptance in 2021: what did we learn and what do we still need 

to do. Dr. Noni MacDonald (Dalhousie U). 

19 Chief Residents Jeopardy. Dr. Lara Berliner and Dr. Florence Gagné (McGill 

U). 

26 Family Literacy Day: A Method for Reducing Screen Time: Encouraging 

Parents to Spoil their Children. Dr. Meghan Owenz (Penn State U). 

February 2022 

02 Sudden Unexplained Death in Childhood. Dr. Dahlia Guttman (Yale School 

of Medicine). 

09 Department of Pediatrics Townhall Meeting (Dr. Beth Foster, McGill U)  

16 From cohort study to precision medicine: Lessons learned from the Chronic 

Kidney Disease in Children Study. Dr. Susan Furth (Children’s Hospital of 

Philadelphia). 

23 Schwartz Centre Rounds: An Epidemic within a Pandemic, The Pediatric 

Experience. Dr. Stephen Liben (McGill U), Maryse Dagenais (MUHC), Lise 

Gagnon (MUHC).  

March 2022 

09 Alice Chan-Yip Lectureship: Social perinatal care, to break away from 

intervention silos: the Maison Bleue case. Dr. Vania Jimenez (McGill U), Dr. 

Hannah Shenker (McGill U).  

16 Health Equity Rounds: A Case-Based Conference to address Bias and 

Structural Racism. Dr. Heather Hsu (Boston U).  

23 Charlotte Laplante Branchaud Perinatal Endocrinology Lecture – Handle 

me with care: An approach to perinatal bone disorders. Dr. Marie-Eve 

Robinson (U of Ottawa). 

30 Vineberg Lecture: Cancer predisposition syndromes in young people: A 

simple question, a surprising journey! Dr. Catherine Goudie (McGill U).  

April 2022 

06 Kidney Disease in the Era of Genomic Medicine. Dr. Thomas Kitzler (McGill 

U). 

13 Adolescent substance use in 2022: an update on best practices and 

emerging trends. Dr. Nicholas Chadi (Hôpital Ste-Justine/U de Montréal). 

20 Climate Change and Human Health: What Responsibility for Pediatricians? 

Dr. Claudel Pétrin-Desrosiers (U de Montréal). 

27 Breaking Bias: Microaggressions in the Clinical Learning Environment? Dr. 

Saleem Razack (McGill U) and Dr. Javeed Sukhera (Yale U). 

May 2022 

04 A Fine Development: Celebrating the Contributions of T. Emmett Francoeur 

in the Child Development Program. Drs. Shuvo Ghosh (McGill U), Ronald 

Barr (U of British Columbia), Charles Larson (McGill U) and Shirley Blaichman 

(McGill U). 

11 Department of Pediatrics Townhall with the Dean Eidelman. 

18 SPOT Lecture: Assessing and interacting with behaviorally unresponsive 

children. Dr. Stephanie Blain-Moraes (McGill U). 

25 Donald and Elizabeth Hillman Global Child Health Lecture: Towards solving 

the problem of idiopathic meningitis in low-resource settings and breaking 

barriers. Dr. Senjuti Saha (U of Toronto). 

June 2022 

01 ROP from Bench to Bedside. Drs. Pierre Lachapelle, Daniela Toffoli, Marcele 

Falcao (McGill U). 

08 Frank M. Guttman Visiting Professorship – Patient Driven Change: Lessons in 

the Future of Medicine Learned from the Multidisciplinary Care of Children 

with Colorectal Problems. Dr. March Levitt (Children’s National Hospital, 

USA). 

15 52nd Annual Alton Goldbloom Lecture: Determinants of Indigenous People’s 

Health. Dr. Margo Greenwood (U of Northern British Columbia). 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Departmental 
 

Acknowledgements 
 

January 2022 
  07 Brian Greenfield and the ER  
            mental health team  
  17 Dr. Adrian Dancea 
  21 Dr. Barbara Miedzybrodzki 
  28 Dorothy Moore 
February 2022 
  04 Dr. Robert Sternszus 
  11 Dr. Mylène Dandavino 
  18 Dr. Catherine Henin 
  25 Residents 
March 2022 
  04 Dr. Elisa Ruano-Cea 
  11 Dr. Tiscar Cavallé-Garrido 
  18 Drs. Hema Patel, Ana  
            Sant’Anna, Laurel Chauvin- 
            Kimoff, Carl Cummings 
  25 Michael Kramer 
April 2022 
  01 Dr. Sasleem Razack 
  08 Dr. Jesse Papenberg 
  14 Dr. Patricia Fontela 
  22 Pharmacists 
  29 Ilana Bank 
May 2022 
  06 Dr. Christine McCusker 
  13 Nurses week 
  20 Dr. Loydie Jerome-Majewska 
  27 Drs. Robert Sternszus, Preetha  
            Krishnamoorthy 
June 2022 
  03 Aurore Côté 
  10 FRQS Jr 1 recipients: Drs. Angeliki  
            Makri, Laurence Chapuy 
  17 Lorraine Bell 
 
Detailed acknowledgements:   
www.mcgill.ca/peds/mission/acknowledgements 

  

 

http://www.mcgill.ca/peds/mission/acknowledgements
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Executive Associate Chair Report 
 

Laurel Chauvin-Kimoff, MDCM, FRCPC, FAAP 

Executive Associate Chair,  

Department of Pediatrics 

Associate Professor, McGill University,  Director, Child Protection Program 

Chair, Renewal Day Planning Committee 

Pediatrician, Montreal Children's Hospital MUHC Glen Site 

 

Renewal Day 2022 - ‘The Road to Excellence: 2023-2028’ 

Held virtually May 12, 2022 
 

Our Renewal Day program was designed to enable members of the Department to reflect on and discuss what 

defines excellence in an academic health centre, how we benchmark these priorities and what we can do to enable 

achieving these goals.  This topic was in part selected to inform the upcoming review of the Strategic Plan for the 

Department of Pediatrics for 2023-2028. 

Our morning began with our Keynote Speaker, Sebastien Sasseville; an athlete, change management and leadership 

expert and author.  His many endurance accomplishments provided the backdrop for discussing the importance of 

a shared vision, teamwork, openness to change and commitment.  His personal experiences in climbing Mount 

Everest, crossing the Sahara Desert and running across Canada, while managing Type-1 diabetes were truly inspiring.   

This was followed by reviewing the results from a pre-event survey circulated to Department members in December 

2021, facilitated open-floor discussions and small group consideration of a variety of scenarios.  The vignettes were 

based in either clinical practice, teaching or research, with reporting back to the large group and discussion of what 

could be done to enable excellence in such situations.   Overall, there was great interaction and high audience 

participation and the skillful manner of Dr. Preetha Krishnamoorthy as our facilitator was greatly appreciated.   

At the end of the morning program, the audience participated in a poll to identify their prioritized suggestions for 

actionable change for excellence in our Department.  This list will inform the direction and next steps the Executive 

Committee will undertake.   

While we were required to shift this activity to a virtual format two-weeks prior to the event, it ran smoothly thanks to 

technical support from Evangelia Ozek, John Batt & Natalie Ross.  

And while several suggestions for our next Renewal Day were provided by attendees, please share any ideas you 

may have with me anytime before this fall. 

 

 

 

Associate Chair of Finance Report 
 

Adrian Dancea, MD, MBA, FRCPC Associate Chair, Finance, 

Department of Pediatrics 

Associate Professor, McGill University 

Division Director, Cardiology & Pediatric Cardiologist, Montreal 

Children’s Hospital – MUHC Glen Site 

 

 
The last few months were dedicated towards drafting the budget for the next academic year. The Ex-Co has analyzed 

in detail last year’s budget and, looking ahead, has reflected on the priorities for our department. After analysis, it was 

clear that the current level of spending was not sustainable in the medium term and an increase in tax rate would be 

necessary in order to continue the support for our academic mission.  

Two departmental town hall meetings were dedicated to information and open discussions regarding the upcoming 

budget. Several scenarios were proposed that included changes intending to make the budget more equitable and 

transparent. In each scenario, the level of support was scaled according to the corresponding tax rate, aiming for a 

neutral balance. Following this consultation, the MSSA membership voted for a 4% base taxation rate for the upcoming 

academic year, effective July 1st, 2022.  

The Ex-Co finalized the budget draft, which was then discussed and approved by the Budget Sub-Committee and 

Departmental Leadership Committee. Following the final presentation at the annual MSSA meeting, the budget will be 

submitted to a vote before implementation. 

According to the recent (draft from) audit the association remains on strong financial footing with short-term investments 

of just over a million dollars and members equity evaluated at about $1.3 million on March 31, 2022. We had a deficit of 

about 100K for the last financial year. The 2022-23 budget was approved by the membership at the end of June.  

Enjoy the summer and please get some well deserved rest! 
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Associate Chair of Research Report 
 

Meranda Nakhla, MD, MSc (Epi), FRCPC 

Associate Chair, Research, Department of Pediatrics 

Associate Professor, Clinician Scientist, McGill University 

Associate Member – Dept. of Epidemiology, Biostatics and Occupational Health, MUHC 

Pediatric Endocrinologist, Montreal Children’s Hospital – MUHC Glen Site 

 

With the consultation and input of the Department of Pediatrics Research Working Group, our department continues to foster 

research and support research excellence in child health research through several new and existing initiatives.  The members 

of the Research Working group include Dr. Meranda Nakhla (Associate Chair – Research), Dr. Patricia Li (clinical researcher 

representative), Dr. Kolja Eppert (basic science researcher representative), Dr. Pia Wintermark (Trainees respresentive), Dr. 

Laurel Kimoff (Clinical representative), and Dr. Indra Gupta (RI-MUHC Associate Director of Child Health Research). 
 

The Department of Pediatrics Research Working Group will continue to work to support and advance child health research in 

our department.  The infrastructure and support available to members of our department and trainees include the following: 
 

1. Annual Pilot Study Competition: After being on hold due to the pandemic, the pilot study competition will restart in the fall 

2022. The objective of the competition is to support members in obtaining pilot data that can be used towards strengthening 

their applications for external grant funding. To promote and foster research collaborations between clinicians and 

researchers, the 2022 pilot competition will call for applications in which PI roles will be shared between a researcher and a 

clinician.  This year one $40,000 grant will be awarded.  
 

2. Research bursaries for trainees: We continue to offer the Alan Ross Academic Bursary to our trainees on an annual basis. 

The Alan Ross Academic Bursary is available to successful applicants pursuing postgraduate training mainly dedicated to 

research in a pediatric specialty after having completed three years of core training in Pediatrics, or equivalent. Successful 

candidates intend to pursue an academic career as clinician scientists upon completion of training. Stay tuned this summer 

for more details regarding the application process and deadlines.  
 

3. Orientation day for new departmental researchers: We held a 2-part “Crash Course” for new departmental clinician 

scientists and PhD researchers in the winter 2021 and spring 2022. This 2 half-days activity aimed to introduce junior 

researchers to the FRQS Chercheur-Boursier application process as well as the services and infrastructure available to 

researchers at the Department of Pediatrics and at the RI-MUHC. We will be holding another set of crash courses for the 

2022/23 year.  
 

4. Epidemiology and statistical consultations provided by Dr. Emmanouil Rampakakis will continue in 2022 and 2023 for all 

residents and fellows to help progress their scholarly activities (4 hours/trainee/academic year are paid for by the 

department). Please email emmanouil.rampakakis@mail.mcgill.ca for further information. 
 

5. Mentorship Program: The Department of Pediatrics and the Child Health and Human Development Program are developing 

a mentorship program for all child health researchers, irrespective of their career stage. Your perspectives and needs 

around mentorship will help inform the development of this program. In the spring, we sent out a survey to all child health 

researchers to inform the development of the research program. The mentorship program will involve peer mentorship 

groups, each facilitated by two faculty members (one senior and mid-career or junior investigator). Groups will be matched 

based on complementary areas of expertise and differing career stages. Many thanks for those that have already 

completed the survey. For those that haven’t yet and are interested please use the following link to complete the survey:  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeYDq_vIAfkaOMI_qWa7Gyfdt4Bbo_jsXCm9bqi5QSC4zLc0A/viewform?usp=sf_link  
 

6. Development of a Research Stipend Task Force: Finally, the Research Working Group would like to congratulate the recent 

recipients of the FRQS salary awards.  Receiving an external salary award is an important recognition of a scientist’s work 

by their peers and is also critical to providing scientists the protected time needed to maintain their research programs. This 

year’s FRQS recipients include Laurence Chapuy (Gastroenterology, FRQS Chercheur Boursier Clinicien Jr 1), Angeliki Makri 

(Endocrinology, FRQS Chercheur Boursier Clinicien Jr 1), Moshe Moshe Ben-Shoshan (Allergy-Immunology, FRQS Chercheur 

Boursier Clinicien Sr) Patricia Fontela (PICU, FRQS Chercheur Boursier Clinicien Sr) and Meranda Nakhla (Endocrinology, FRQS 

Chercheur Boursier Clinicien Sr).  

 

Have a wonderful summer!  

mailto:emmanouil.rampakakis@mail.mcgill.ca
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeYDq_vIAfkaOMI_qWa7Gyfdt4Bbo_jsXCm9bqi5QSC4zLc0A/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Associate Chair of Education Report 
 

David Zielinski, MD, FRCPC, FCCP 

Associate Chair, Education, Department of Pediatrics 

Associate Professor, McGill University  

Pediatric Medical Director, Home Ventilation Program (Programme National d'assistance ventilatoire 

à domicile (PNAVD) 

Pediatric Respirologist, Montreal Children’s Hospital – MUHC, Glen Site 

 

Postgraduate Education in the Department of Pediatrics.    
 

  Most of us will agree on the importance having strong and vibrant residency programs in our department.  Not only do 

residents and fellows help us run our services, help with our research and with teaching and supervision, they also help build 

the overall community of our Department, always keep us on our toes and challenging us to be our best.  With this in mind, as 

the Department of Pediatrics, we need to be proud of the strides and commitments we have taken over the last 5 years.  

During this time, we have seen an overall growth in the number of residents and fellows despite decreasing government 

funding and training card availability.  

  Everyone involved has been playing an important role in this success including all of the Program Directors, Competency 

Committee Chairs, Residency Program Committee members, the AEC Administrators and all of the faculty in the department.  

The overarching success can be traced back to the last strategic planning exercise in 2017 and the initiation of the Shevell 

Scholar Program (previously known as the Pediatric Trainee Contribution Fund, or the “1% trainees”) allowing for each 

Division/Program to have trainees supported by the Department.  In 2022-2023 we have 19 residents supported by the MSSA 

through this program and another 19 residents supported by the generosity of undirected donations to the Montreal Children’s 

Hospital Foundation.  

  With respect to residents in our General Pediatrics Program and Pediatric Subspecialty Residency Programs, we have grown 

from 72 residents (58% of whom were in General Pediatrics) in 2017-2018 to 88 residents (43% in general pediatrics) this last 

academic year.  Further, a significant concern with the reduction in training cards was that we would have programs lying 

dormant with no trainees for years at a time.  In 2020-2021, all 15 of our residency programs had an active resident and this 

last year 14 out of 15 programs had at least one resident (and the one program without has 2 residents starting this academic 

year).  The health of our programs has never been better.    

  It is also great to see the growth in fellowship programs (1- or 2-year non-Royal College “extra training” programs) during this 

time.  In 2017-2018 we had a total of 4 fellows and this last academic year we were up to 21.  Fellowship programs allow us to 

train individuals in more specific skills that our Department and Hospital excels at and in the long run also helps with our national 

and international reputation and stature.    

  Natalie Ross, Project Manager for the MSSA, has also been playing an important role with outreach to institutions around the 

world to help recruit applicants to our programs with mailings in the summer months before the application period.  We receive 

over 100 international applicants a year to our pediatric subspecialty programs.  Many of these contacts were initially made 

through department members.  If there are international centres from which you feel we should be more actively recruiting 

and for which you have a contact, please reach out to Natalie at: natalie.ross@muhc.mcgill.ca.  In addition, our department 

website is the first landing spot for prospective trainees (and faculty recruits), so it is important to keep our program information 

and resident and fellow pages as updated as possible.  Please check your page often 

(https://www.mcgill.ca/peds/education-training). 

  There are challenges ahead.  As more cohorts enter Competence by Design, our administrative and direct observational 

work may increase.  To date, however, the overall feedback has been positive.  This approach seems to help better identify 

strengths and areas for the trainees to focus on at earlier stages in their training.  Recent re-assignment of administrative 

assistance should better match the workloads and time each programs needs moving forward.  The growth of the Shevell 

Scholars, while an undoubted success, has also come with increasing costs and is not sustainable to continue to grow with our 

current MSSA tax levels.  As such a taskforce, led by Dr. Holly Agostino and myself, is looking at how to limit the cost of this 

program by establishing a fair and equitable way for our programs to access these funds for a restricted number of trainees.  

Keep an eye out for announcements on changes to this program this summer.    

  Finally, as we all know, we all need to play role in the success of all our training programs.  This includes contributions to our 

individual programs in our own Divisions, as well as collective support for our General Pediatrics Program which is critical for its 

continued success.  We are looking forward to welcoming our new leadership team to this program and ask that you all keep 

an eye out for opportunities to get involved.  A department wide educational role we are currently looking to fill is for the 

organizer of the resident and fellow graduation.  This year we had a wonderful graduation ceremony for the Department of 

Pediatrics on June 17th, 2022, led by Dr. Marie-Michele Gaudreault-Tremblay and her organizing committee.  This has been a 

highly appreciated annual event to say goodbye to residents and fellows who enriched us over the previous years.  If you 

have interest in taking this on, please reach out to me as soon as possible.    

 

Looking forward to another successful academic year for all of our programs, trainees and faculty! 

 

 

mailto:natalie.ross@muhc.mcgill.ca
https://www.mcgill.ca/peds/education-training
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Associate Chair of Clinical Mission Report   
 

Tanya Di Genova, MDCM FRCPC, MBA 
Associate Chair, Clinical Mission, Department of Pediatrics 

Assistant-Professor, McGill University 

PICU Resident Coordinator, Medical Lead of Pediatric Nurse Practitioner Program,  

Medical Director of Patient Flow, Montreal Children Hospital – MUHC, Glen Site 
 

 
Despite the challenges that pandemic has brought, the Department of Pediatrics of the Montreal Children’s Hospital (MCH) 

continues to provide high quality care to our patients and continue to build on our 4 pillars: partnerships, innovation, quality, 

and resources.  

 

Partnerships.  

 Pediatric Nurse Practitioner Program: We continue to build partnerships with our pediatric nurse practitioners. The McGill 

University Pediatric Nurse Practitioner Program is in search for a new Medical Director as of August 2022. If you are 

interested, please reach out to Irene Sarasua irene.sarasua@mcgill.ca. The program has successfully graduated over 

10 PNPS since inception.   

 

 Interhospital Transport Program: It is with great pride we share with you the news that the MCH Pediatric Interhospital 

Transport Team project has received formal confirmation of funding from the MSSS. On May 27th, M. Christian Dubé, 

the provincial minister for Health and Social services, and M. Lionel Carmant, minister delegate, have confirmed 4 million 

dollars will be earmarked for the maintenance of teams based in Laval, Sherbrooke, HSJ and The Children's, in addition 

to providing funding for non-recurring start-up costs. Our team will be working hand-in-hand with the team from HSJ, as 

a joint service, "Équipe Montréal”, to provide specialized transport accompaniment to critically ill patients from regional 

hospitals of our combined RUIS requiring transfer to a tertiary center. This unique collaborative initiative, involving health 

care professionals from nursing, respiratory therapy, PICU, PEM, pharmacy, biomedical engineering, and Urgences 

Santé will allow The Children's to continue its mission to provide compassionate, patient and family-centered expert 

care to some of our most vulnerable patients. We thank the leadership of our hospital for their continued support 

throughout the evolution of this project. A big thank you to Dr. Anne-Marie Gosselin, Jeniene Birks & the interdisciplinary 

MCH transport team for leading this important initiative.  

 

Innovation.  

Since 2016, the MSSA has funded a total of 20 Innovation Projects. Our yearly MSSA Innovation Competition will happen in 

October 2022 – more details to follow.  

 

Quality. 

 MCH Patient Safety Committee: The department of pediatrics alongside, the Montreal Children’s Hospital executive has 

prioritized developing an organizational approach to safety and elimination of preventable harm.  As a result, a 

governing structure for safety has been created with a Medical Director of Patient Safety (Dr. Samara Zavalkoff and 

interim Dr. Jeff Yeung), a Safety co-lead (Alexandra Black) and an interdisciplinary Patient Safety Committee. The 

purpose of this committee is to oversee the quality and safety of care provided at the MCH.  The committee works to 

identify and resolve patient and staff safety issues.  More specifically, it reviews all serious safety events and ensures the 

implementation of recommendations, develops a safety culture and safety education, identifies safety 

objectives, key metrics, and action plans, and escalates unresolved or recurring safety issues.  

 

 Understanding local safety structures 

As part of building a hospital-wide safety program, the safety co-leads would like to first understand what local safety 

structures already exist. This can be anything from a QUIPS committee, M&M committee, adhoc safety event review 

and others. Please have one person from each division complete the following brief survey to help us better understand 

what structures are 

ongoing: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFJmzqwE9b3IdBQeHXfoJZeD8UniYThm09hsl61_NzoRzlIA/viewf

orm?usp=sf_link 

 

 Stay Tuned: Reporting safety issues/events 

Many people have shared that they don't always know where and to who to report safety issues.  This can be confusing 

depending on the nature and type of safety issue.  We are in the process of validating two tools that will help guide the 

leadership on when, how and to who to report a safety issue, as well as how to follow up on them, and will be able to 

share this in upcoming weeks.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:irene.sarasua@mcgill.ca
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSeFJmzqwE9b3IdBQeHXfoJZeD8UniYThm09hsl61_NzoRzlIA%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Dsf_link&data=05%7C01%7CTanya.Digenova.med%40ssss.gouv.qc.ca%7Cb043bc7ee10f4c05e8c008da58418cfa%7C06e1fe285f8b4075bf6cae24be1a7992%7C0%7C0%7C637919335794629993%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8gi8PEh%2Fcp2VJEFXCEkgptvF8QEaaOvpyy4jwxq0Xc4%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSeFJmzqwE9b3IdBQeHXfoJZeD8UniYThm09hsl61_NzoRzlIA%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Dsf_link&data=05%7C01%7CTanya.Digenova.med%40ssss.gouv.qc.ca%7Cb043bc7ee10f4c05e8c008da58418cfa%7C06e1fe285f8b4075bf6cae24be1a7992%7C0%7C0%7C637919335794629993%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8gi8PEh%2Fcp2VJEFXCEkgptvF8QEaaOvpyy4jwxq0Xc4%3D&reserved=0
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  Associate Chair of Clinical Mission Report - cont’d 
 

 A New Important Quality Improvement Project: The MCH Rapid Response System: The Pediatric Early Warning Score 

(PEWS) Pilot Project, with the Critical Care Response Team (CCRT) was launched on the B09 pediatric inpatient unit on 

June 6, 2022.  
 

Expected Benefits: 
 

Improve recognition and response to deteriorating patients. 

 Enhance individual and team situational awareness 

 Identify patients at risk for deterioration early with the use of an objective Pediatric Early Warning Score (PEWS)  

 Empower every member of the healthcare team to speak up and escalate care 

 Use a clear escalation pathway, including the activation of a Critical Care Response Team to get appropriate and timely 

resources to the patient’s bedside 

 Offer an earlier opportunity to rescue  
 

The team is collecting real-time data during the pilot project for continuous improvement prior to hospital-wide 

implementation. They welcome your feedback!  
 

The PEWS Project Team 

Dr. Catherine Rich, Dr. Nadine Korah, Andrée-Anne Matte, Eren Alexander, Stephanie Lepage, Dr. Josh Feder, Sarah Shea, 

Marisa Leone, Magalie Poirier Emond, Dr. Stanley Hum, Maryse Dagenais, Vanessa Sam, Dr. Saleem Razack, Dr. Samara 

Zavalkoff, Catherine Bouchard, Saskia Weber 
 

 

 
 

Resource.  

 Evaluating human resource capacity: One of our upcoming priorities is to evaluate resources, our needs and identify 

contingency plans moving forward. The pandemic did highlight that we are only human, we do get sick, and our divisions 

do have personnel shortages. We are creating a Departmental human resource dashboard that will help identify 

shortages and help implement solutions.  
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The Department of Pediatrics Newsletter is published by the Office of the Chair. 

Please submit your news and photos to: chairpeds.admin@muhc.mcgill.ca   

 CONDOLENCES  

 
 

Dr. Ronald Gottesman passed away suddenly on April 8 while travelling.  There is a gaping hole in 

our community and in our hearts. Ron was a mentor to all of us and a force within the specialty 

of pediatric critical care medicine in Canada and internationally. He was a gentle and wise 

physician who brought a sense of calm to all around him-- patients, families, and staff -- in the 

most stressful situations. There are people all across the world who counted Ron as a trusted 

teacher and mentor. Ron worked tirelessly to improve education within the PICU and throughout 

the hospital through his passion for interdisciplinary simulation and health professions education 

scholarship and practice. His impact on health professions education is both broad and deep. 

He will be deeply missed.   
 

 

 

 

Renowned pediatric neurologist Dr. Gordon Watters passed away peacefully on April 5 just shy of 

his 94th birthday. He is a former department member who retired in 2007 as Professor Emeritus. 

He was the recipient of a Lifetime Achievement Award from both the Child Neurology Society 

(2008) and the Canadian Association of Child Neurology (2019). His clinical service at the MCH 

included a multi-decade involvement in the Northern and Native Program. As a Neurology 

Division and Program Director for a quarter of a century (until 1994) Gordon focused on 

establishing a rigorous prodigious training program that emphasized academic excellence.  He 

was a productive and influential researcher whose basic observations still influence child 

neurology, and he left an indelible mark on his patients, trainees and colleagues at the MCH. 
 

 

Our condolences also go out to:  

Dr. Margaret Berry for the loss of 

her mother on May 5. 

mailto:chairpeds.admin@muhc.mcgill.ca

