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MISSION, VISION & VALUES – McGILL DEPARTMENT OF PEDIATRICS 
(adopted Fall 2012) 
 
Mission: Through excellence and leadership to optimize the health & wellbeing of infants, 
children, and youth within the context of their families.  
 
Vision: Our mission will be accomplished through the following practices: 
 

1. Comprehensive and complex clinical care at the highest level 
 
2. Dynamic education of professionals involved in pediatric health that puts the needs of 

learners first 
 
3. Innovative and transformative research in pediatric health at the bench, at the bedside, 

in the clinics, and in the population at large 
 
4. Effective advocacy on behalf of vulnerable pediatric populations as an engaged partner 

with the communities we serve 
 
5. Commitment to an effective, efficient, transparent, and accountable organization that 

encourages professional growth 
 
 
 

Values: To achieve our mission, we seek to weave the following into all our ongoing 
activities: 

 
1. Compassionate caring that is at all times in partnership with the children and families 

we serve; culturally sensitive in its orientation; and shared between disciplines, 
professions, and allied community-based partners 
 

2. Dedication to knowledge translation that improves pediatric health care practice and 
outcomes, that is evidence-based in its choices, that is innovative, and that provides 
objective rationale for policy makers 
 

3. Professionals who are invariably respectful, honest, tolerant, open to change, 
passionate, transparent, collegial, communicative, inquisitive, and committed to 
excellence 
 

4. Teamwork and partnerships across disciplines and locales as the best model to 
provide comprehensive pediatric health care 

 
5. Processes that we continually seek to improve, valuing all contributions, and rewarding 

excellence and effort  
 
6. Members and leaders who are accountable to each other 
 
7.  Commitment to an ingrained ethos of patient safety and quality improvement 
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Drs. Karen Brown and Guilherme Sant’Anna, in collaboration with principal investigator Dr. 
Robert Kearney of McGill University and colleagues from McGill and Wayne State 
universities, received a grant of $570,760 from the CIHR in support of “Prediction of 
extubation readiness in extreme preterm infants by the automated analysis of 
cardiorespiratory behavior.” 
 
Dr. Kolja Eppert was awarded a Tier 2 Canada Research Chair from the CIHR for a five-
year term. 
 
Dr. Beth Foster received a Senior Chercheur-boursier clinicien career award from the FRQS in 
support of her research entitled “Optimiser l’observance aux medicaments chez les jeunes 
receveurs d’une greffe.”  Dr. Foster’s application for this award was one of two awarded in 
Quebec (the other went to Dr. Caroline Quach also of our Department) in the senior 
chercheur-clinicien clinical and epidemiological category.  
 
Dr. Patricia Fontela received a Career Development Salary Award from the CIHR Canadian 
Child Health Clinician Scientist Program in support of “Procalcitonin: a new test to improve 
the safety of antimicrobial prescription in pediatric intensive care units.”  
 
Dr. Isabelle Gagnon lead an approved team grant from the CIHR and FRSQ entitled 
“Generating innovation through the use of common data: Improving the diagnosis and 
treatment of pediatric and adolescent mild traumatic brain injury in Canada.” Valued at 
$1.37 million over a five-year term, the project comprises 23 investigators from several sites 
in Ontario, Quebec, Alberta and British Colombia. Dr. Gagnon is also co-investigator on a 
newly funded five-year team grant worth $1.27 million, led by Dr. Roger Zemek of the 
Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario. This project is entitled “Predicting persistent 
postconcussive problems in Pediatrics.” As well, she is co-investigator on a CIHR grant of 
$89,646 recently awarded to principal investigator Dr. Bradford James McFadyen of Laval 
University to study mild traumatic brain injury in children. Finally, in collaboration with Dr. 
Debbie Friedman, Dr. Gagnon received a grant of $146,802 from the FRQS in support of 
“Efficacité d’une intervention de réadaptation pour les enfants et adolescents présentant une 
récupération atypique après un traumatisme craniocérébral léger ou commotion cérébrale.”   
 
Dr. Indra Gupta was awarded a grant of $590,440 over a five-year term from the CIHR to 
study “Vesico-ureteric reflux and reflux nephropathy:  from mouse models to childhood 
disease.” In addition, Dr. Gupta also received a five-year grant of $673,530 from the CIHR in 
collaboration with principal investigator Dr. Tomako Takano of McGill University to study 
“Role of PhoGDialpha in the pathogenesis of congenital and childhood nephrotic syndrome”.  
Further,  together with co-investigator, Dr. Aimee Ryan, Dr. Gupta  received a two-year 
grant of $100,000 to study “Claudin function in kidney development and in disease.” 
 
Dr. Nada Jabado received a five-year grant of $788,500 from the CIHR in support of “Role 
of chromatin remodeling in the genesis of pediatric and young adult astrocytomas.” In 
addition, she leads a team of investigators across Canada that has received a grant of more 
than $5 million over a four-year term from Genome Canada/Genome Quebec in 
partnership with the CIHR, Canadian Stem cell Consortium, McGill University, the Montreal 



Children’s Hospital Foundation and the Foundation of Stars. This project studies 
“Biomarkers for pediatric glioblastoma through genomics and epigenomics.” 
 
Dr. Patricia Li received a Junior 1 Chercheur-boursier clinicien career award and an 
establishment grant from the FRQS in support of her research program “La qualité des 
services de première ligne chez les enfants au Québec et au Canada : recherche appliquée sur les 
services de santé visant à évaluer l’organisation de la première ligne et à améliorer la prestation des 
soins.”  Furthermore, Dr. Li has received a three-year project grant of $270,000 from the 
FRQS in support of  “Association entre la réforme des services de première ligne, la qualité des 
soins et l’utilisation des services d’urgence chez les enfants vulnérables au Québec, Canada : une 
étude populationnelle.” This study was undertaken in collaboration with Dr. Aurore Côté and 
colleagues from McGill and Laval universities. 
 
Dr. Patricia Li has been awarded $421,044 over a three-year term by the CIHR and FRQS 
to lead a team of policy and decision makers to carry out “A population-based study on the 
effect of primary care reforms on health services utilization and quality of care outcomes 
among vulnerable children in Quebec, Canada.” 
 
Dr. Bruce Mazer has been awarded $1,960,606 by the CIHR for a term of five years to lead 
a group of investigators at McGill and several other Canadian universities to conduct “Get-
facts:  Genetic, environment and therapies:  Food allergy clinical tolerance studies.”  Team 
participants include Drs. Moshe Ben Shoshan and Christine McCusker. 
 
Dr. Maryam Oskoui received a Junior 1 Chercheur-boursier clinicien career award and an 
establishment grant from the FRQS in support of her research program “Prévalence et 
utilisation des soins de santé chez les enfants atteints de paralysie cérébrale au Québec.”   
 
Dr. Annette Majnemer, in collaboration with a former MCH doctoral student, Denise 
Shikako Thomas, has received $19,910 from the CIHR to conduct workshops in Quebec 
and Ontario with the aim of “Partnering to promote healthy living through leisure 
participation for children and youth with physical disabilities:  Child Health Initiatives Limiting 
Disability through leisure – CHILD Leisure-Net.”  In addition, Dr. Majnemer is a co-
investigator on a recently approved CIHR grant awarded to principal investigator Dana 
Anaby of McGill.  Valued at $153,519 over a three-year term, this project is entitled 
“Opening doors to participation of youth with physical disabilities in community activities:  
An intervention study.” 
 
Dr. Caroline Quach received a Senior Chercheur-boursier clinicien career award from the 
FRQS in support of her research program entitled “Prévention des infections : à l’hôpital et 
dans la communauté.”  Further, in collaboration with principal investigator Dr. Arnaud 
Gardeur of the Université de Sherbrooke, Dr. Quach received FRQS project funding of 
$238,175 over three years for “Évaluation d’une intervention de promotion de la vaccination en 
maternité au Québec.”  Finally, she was awarded a three-year grant of $122,812 from the 
Canadian Cystic Fibrosis Foundation for  “Safety of live-attenuated influenza vaccine in 
patients with Cystic Fibrosis.” 
Dr. Saleem Razak, in collaboration with principal investigator Dr. Cynthia Whitehead from 
the University of Toronto and colleagues from the universities of Toronto and Victoria, 
received a three-year grant of $242, 261 from the CIHR in support of “Better education for 
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PEDIATRIC RESIDENCY TRAINING PROGRAM 
   
 

The Pediatric Residency Training Program has a superb group of residents and teaching 
faculty, working well together to achieve their goals.  In addition to an average number of 
about 45 Pediatric Residents distributed over a 4 year program, the Department is 
responsible for the Pediatric training of some 300 and more residents from other disciplines 
including Dermatology, Anesthesia, Family Medicine, Emergency Medicine, Family Medicine-
Emergency Medicine, Radiology, Psychiatry, as well as Pediatric residents from other 
programs attracted to McGill University for electives who come for short cycle rotations. 
On June 1st, 2014, the directorship will be undergoing a transition, with the appointment of 
Drs Catherine Henin and Evelyn Constantin, who will be taking over from Dr Richard 
Gosselin, who has been in this position since June 2008.  The program has undergone 
successfully an accreditation survey in March 2013; a regular internal review will take place 
in 2016, in order to prepare for the next regular survey planned in the spring of 2018. 
 

The last year has been a consolidation year for the program, during which we addressed the 
weakness identified by the survey team last spring, which is the universal implementation of 
rotation specific evaluations.  The program has also revised its post call policy for Pediatric 
residents, to address and correct the issue of residents occasionally working 20 days in a 
row.  A new rotation has been developed for R1s, a two week rotation in the “normal” 
newborn nursery, in order to better meet our specialty’s training requirements.  The Annual 
Pediatric Resident Retreat, which was this year on the theme of “Residents as Learners”, 
and the Annual Pediatric Resident Research Day, held collaboratively with Ste-Justine, have 
once again been  highly successful and very well attended.  
 

A significant challenge which has emerged in the recent few years, with the growth of the 
resident body, and more recently became an alarming issue in the last 12 months, has been 
the administrative support to the residency program.  There is currently only 1 FTE 
administrative support offering support to our program, comprised of an average of 45 
residents.  This position is under the MUHC and a recent transition in the summer of 2013 
has illustrated the difficulties inherent to this situation, as opposed to having a McGill based 
position, in terms of personnel qualifications and quality of interactions with the PGME 
office.  There have been numerous representations at the Faculty and the MUHC in the last 
18 months, in order to improve the support to the program and we are hopeful that 
concrete help and changes will be taking place in the coming months. 
 

The number of RAMQ funded positions has come down significantly, going from 8 to 6 
CaRMS positions for the incoming cohort in July 2014.  This reduced number, in addition to 
competing duties and resident responsibilities such as participation in Protected Teaching 
activities and Residents Continuity Clinics, an increased number of off-site rotations, as well 
as significant changes in residents’ contractual duty hour regulations, has required inpatient 
and acute care services to rethink the organization of clinical work and the distribution of 
clinical responsibilities, including on call night coverage.  Each area, NICU, PICU and wards, 
have initiated plans to redistribute clinical responsibilities to alternate resources, including 
nurse practitioners, advances trainees, clinical assistants and attending.  
 

Following an unfortunate incident in June 2013, involving a resident being physically hurt by 
an aggressive patient, the program has collaborated with the MUHC and the PGME office in 
order to develop a policy which would specifically address the prevention and management 



of patient inflicted physical injuries of residents.  The policy will be incorporated into a larger 
MUHC document, addressing “Respect and Civility”, which is expected to be soon released. 
 

The quality of the learning environment remained at topic of concern in the program, in 
particular at the MCH NICU (aka 9C).  Following two annual reviews in 2011 and 2012, 
which had identified, among other issues, serious concerns with the learning environment 
within this NICU, a number of recommendations were made by the Department’s 
Associate-Chair for Education, in order to remediate to the situation.  An external review 
was organized, at the request of the RTC, through the Department Chair.  The report on 
the review, which took place in April 2014, was recently received.  A working committee 
has been created that is expected to be meeting soon in order to implement the specific 
recommendations provided by the external reviewer. 
 

Lastly, the relocation of the MCH and RVH sites at the Glen will undoubtedly bring a 
number of great challenges, as well as opportunities, to the program in the year(s) to come.  
Among other issues which will need to be addressed is the relocation of some of the 
outpatient and ambulatory pediatric activities in various specialties and clinics outside of the 
Glen, with regards to maintaining and adapting clinical training of our residents.  The 
relocation will offer opportunities for a more consolidated comprehensive exposure to 
perinatal and neonatal medicine, as well as to interdisciplinary collaboration with family 
medicine and adult specialties.  
 
 
FELLOWSHIP TRAINING PROGRAMS  
 

Given our mandate to train academic pediatricians with specialized expertise, the 
Fellowship Training Programs within each specialty are very important. In 2013, the MCH 
Research Institute had a total of 17 externally funded scholars and 18 Post-Doctoral 
Fellows. The total number of fellowship trainees in Pediatric Medicine has been 
decreasing over the past several years and we continue to have difficulties 
accommodating out of province fellowship candidates as funding for them via the RAMQ 
is contingent upon quotas (Canadian Transfer Quota). These constraints, plus 
government restrictions related to the number of approved staff positions for each 
hospital centre, contribute to a lack of growth in fellowship trainees. The trend over the 
past years has been a diminution in Quebec students doing specialty training, and a 
dramatic increase in International Medical Graduates (IMG’s) that utilise non-Provincial 
funding sources.  
 
The Department was proud to have 2 of our senior residents Drs. Robert Sternszus and 
Elisa Ruano-Cea each starting a fellowship in Academic Pediatrics at the MCH, coupled 
with a Masters in Health Sciences Education. Furthermore, Drs. Ahlam Mazi and Majed Al 
Abdulhafid entered a specialty program at McGill, respectively in Pediatric Respirology 
and in Pediatric Critical Care.   
 

Our international commitment to the training of first-rate academic candidates is 
evidenced by the Alan Ross Academic Fellowships supported through an endowment 
held for the Department of Pediatrics at McGill, which provides support for two fellows 
annually. The Clinical Fellowship program is supported by donations from clinical earnings 
of all members of the Department and supports on average three fellows per year. In 
2013, there were four Clinical Fellowships funded to international medical graduates as 
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Dr. Johanne Morel marked an extraordinary milestone representing 25 years of service at 
the MUHC.  
 

Dr. Augustin O’Gorman marked an extraordinary milestone representing 40 years of 
service at the MUHC. 
 
Dr. Apostolos Papageorgiou was appointed to the Education Committee on the world 
Association of Perinatal Medicine at the World Congress of Perinatology in Moscow.  Dr. 
Papageorgiou was also awarded the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond  Jubilee Medal. 
 

Dr. Gary Pekeles was one of the recipients of this year’s CPS Life Membership Award in 
recognition of his long-time service to the CPS.  In addition, Dr. Pekeles has represented the 
CPS at a Decision Meeting (the city of choice by the International Congress of Pediatrics 
members for hosting the 2016 ICP Congress).   
 

Dr. Barry Pless was awarded a Lifetime Achievement Award by the CIPSPC co-hosts, 
Parachute Foundation and Canadian Red Cross, for his extraordinary contributions to the 
field of injury prevention – across Canada and globally. 
 

Dr. Janet Rennick was selected to receive a 2011-2012 Ingram School of Nursing Award for 
Excellence in Preceptorship/Advising. 
 

Dr. Celia Rodd was selected as this year's recipient of the Paige and Bernard Kaplan Award 
given by the pediatric residents annually to a staff member for teaching excellence. 
 

Dr. Rima Rozen was awarded the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal. Sylvie Sahyoun 
marked an extraordinary milestone representing 25 years of service at the MUHC.  
 

Dr. Ernest Seidman was honored with the renewal of his Tier 1 Canada Research Chair in 
Immune Mediated Gastrointestinal Disorders.   
 

Dr. Michael Shevell was the Laval University's CP Chair Lecturer of the Year for 2013. Dr. 
Shevell was also awarded the Hower Award for 2014 from the Child Neurology Society 
(CNS).   
 

Dr. Sam Shemie was invited to participate as a panelist in a four-part series titled 
“Rethinking Mortality: Exploring the Boundaries between Life and Death”, by the New York 
Academy of Sciences, the Nour Foundation, and Wisconsin Public Radio’s Program.   
 

Dr. Stephen Treherne marked an extraordinary milestone representing 25 years of service 
at the MUHC.  
 

Dr. Davinia Withington celebrated her 20 years of service in the McGill Anesthesia 
Department.  
 

Dr. Blair Whittemore for his extraordinary work done with many others in making the 
implementation of the transfusion consent form across the MUHC and the restriction of 
Point of Care testing (to a few areas only) possible. 
 
Dr. Betty Zylbergold-Shonfeld marked an extraordinary milestone representing 30 years of 
service at the MUHC. 
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