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INTRODUCTION 

The Department of Pediatrics in the Faculty of Medicine at McGill University is a relentlessly academically focused 
clinical Department that prides itself on its dedication to excellence, continual innovation, and service to the 
community; whether that community is local, national or international in scope.  Particularly noteworthy is the 
Department’s longstanding culture of educational excellence at the undergraduate (MDCM), post-graduate (specialty 
and subspecialty physician training in child health and graduate student research supervision), and continuing 
professional development levels of instruction. Also noteworthy is the relatively large number of clinician-
investigators and basic scientists with salary and operational peer-reviewed support across all pillars of health 
research, who seek to improve child health care, outcomes and wellbeing. The Department has long had a particular 
focus on vulnerable segments of the pediatric population, however defined, and thus views as part of its mandate 
evidence-based advocacy and clinical innovation targeting these groups in particular. 
 
The calendar year 2018 was another year of extraordinary success and impact by this collective community that is 
only partly captured in this formal Annual Report. 

SECTION I: RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS 

RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS 

In 2018, we have established the Department of Pediatrics Research Working Group. Its overall mandate includes 
fostering pediatric research in our Department, as well as developing the necessary infrastructure to ensure the 
success of our research efforts. The members of the Research Working group include Patricia Fontela (Associate Chair 
– Research), Patricia Li (representative of clinical researchers), Kolja Eppert (representative of basic science 
researchers), Pia Wintermark (representative of residents and fellows), Emmett Francoeur (representative of 
clinicians), and Indra Gupta (representative of the RI-MUHC). 
 
Based on the feedback provided by the members of our Department during the 2018 Renewal Day, the research 
initiatives developed by the Research Working Group in 2018 included: 

1. Epidemiology and Biostatistics consults: starting in January 2019, Epidemiology consults will be offered to all 
residents and fellows of our Department (4 hours/trainee/calendar year). 

2. Orientation day for new Departmental researchers:  We held in April 2018 the first “Crash Course” for new 
Departmental clinician scientists and PhD researchers. This 1-day activity aims to present to new recruits the 
research infrastructure available to them at the Department of Pediatrics and at the RI-MUHC. 

3. Research awards and bursaries for trainees:  we have standardized the evaluation process used to select the 
recipients of the Alan Ross Academic Bursary and the Dr. Claude Giroud Prize. The Alan Ross Academic 
Bursary is available each year to successful applicants pursuing postgraduate training mainly dedicated to 
research in a pediatric specialty after having completed three years of core training in Pediatrics or the 
equivalent in a sub-specialty. Successful candidates will intend to pursue an academic career as clinician 
scientists upon completion of training. This year’s recipient was Angeliki Makri (Division of Endocrinology; 
supervisor: Constantin Polychronakos). The Dr. Claude Giroud Prize is awarded on the basis of scientific 
merit to the author of a paper suitable for publication in a pediatric journal. The prize is open to medical 
students, residents or fellows in pediatric training. The 2018 Claude Giroud Prize awardee was Fatema Al-
Amrani (Division of Pediatric Neurology; Supervisor - Pia Wintermark). 

4. Department research meetings: based on the feedback provided by clinicians and researchers who 
participated in the 2018 Renewal Day, we are in the process of planning bi-annual meetings where 
Departmental clinicians and researchers (clinical and basic science) will be able to network and develop 
collaborations. The first meeting will happen in Spring 2019. 

 
  



New external operational funding in the Department includes: 

 Marc Beltempo received a CIHR Project Grant for Improving Outcomes for Preterm Infants and their 
Families: A Canadian Collaborative Network ($40,000). 

 Moshe Ben-Shoshan received a grant award from Allergen (NCE) for Guidelines and Educational Programs 
based on an Anaphylaxis Registry ($48,850). 

 Moshe Ben-Shoshan received a grant award from the Allergy Asthma Information Associates for the 
project Cross-Canada Anaphylaxis Registry (C-CARE) ($49,943).  

 Gaëlle Chédeville received a grant from the Arthritis Society via University of Saskatchewan for the project 
The Biologic Basis of Co-existent Uveitis and Arthritis in Children: Towards Early Detection, Targeted 
Treatment, and Prevention ($2,690). 

 Kolja Eppert received a grant from the FRQS via Université de Montréal for the project Vulnerabilité 
thérapeutique dans la leucémie aiguë ($78,000). 

 Kolja Eppert received a grant from the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society of Canada for the project Novel 
Histone Mutations in Leukemia ($75,000). 

 Kolja Eppert (PhD) received a CIHR Project Grant for Novel targeted therapeutics against leukemia stem 
cells. ($665,550) 

 Patricia Fontela (Co-I) received a CIHR grant for the project Rapid Correction of Vitamin D Deficiency in 
Pediatric Critical Illness: A Phase III Multicentre Randomized Controlled Trial ($983,026). 

 Patricia Fontela received a grant from the CCCTG (Canadian Critical Care Trials Group) for the project A 
survey of parental knowledge and perspectives towards antimicrobial use in the pediatric intensive care 
unit ($2,500).  

 Catherine Goudie received a CIHR grant for the project Rationalizing Genetic Referral Practices in Pediatric 
Oncology: An eHealth Decision ($325,124). 

 Cynthia Goodyer received a CIHR Project Grant for Impact of the organophosphate ester flame retardants 
(OPFRs) found in the Canadian environment on the reproductive system. ($956,250) 

 Paul Goodyer received an operating grant for project Novel aminoglycoside read-through therapy for 
nonsense mutations from Genome Québec/Genome Canada GAPP with partners Cystinosis Research 
Foundation and Eloxx Pharmaceuticals. ($2,053,143) 

 Ronald Gottesman (Co-I) received a CIHR grant for the project Stress Hydrocortisone in Pediatric Septic 
Shock (The SHIPSS trial) ($1,101,600). 

 Indra Gupta and Aimee Ryan received a 2018 KFOC (Kidney Foundation of Canada) Biomedical Research 
Grant. ($100,000)  

 Nada Jabado (MD-PhD) received major funding for a LSARP grant from Genome Quebec for   Personalized 
therapy approach to childhood brain cancer. ($12,980,000)  

 Larry Lands received a grant from Cystic Fibrosis Canada for the project Translational Research in 
Respiratory Diseases ($75,000). 

 Ken Myers received a grant from Dravet Canada for the project Can Treatment Reduce SUDEP Risk in 
Dravet Syndrome? ($5,000). 

 Meranda Nakhla received a CIHR grant for Evaluation of a group educations program to improve the 
transition from pediatric to adult care for emerging adults with type 1 diabetes - FRQS-2. ($443,700) 

 Maryam Oskoui and Michael Shevell received funding for Project iCAN: Kids Brain Health Network Proto-
Impact Project award. ($200,000) 

 Constantin Polychronakos received a CIHR grant for the project Precision Diagnostics in Childhood 
Diabetes: Therapeutic Implications ($1,086,301). 

 Janusz Rak received a grant from Genome Quebec for the project Digital Omics of Single exosomes 
($94,003). 

 Janet Rennick (PI), Patricia Fontela (Co-I) and Saleem Razack (Co-I) received a CIHR grant for the project 
When Expertise Collides: Using Experience-Based Co-Design to Enhance Care Experiences for Children with 
Medical Complexity in the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit ($462,824). 

 Adam Shapiro received a grant from the NIH-Secondary Institution for the project Genetic Disorders of 
Mucociliary Clearance ($28,642). 

 Julia von Oettingen received funding by UNICEF for a National Iodine Study in Haiti in collaboration with 
the Haitian Ministry of Health. ($100,000) 

 



External Salary Awards (CIHR, FRSQ, CCHCSP) 

 Geneviève Bernard, CIHR New Investigator Award 

 Marie Brossard-Racine, FRQ-S Chercheur - Junior I 

 Kolja Eppert, Canada Research Chair (Tier II) 

 Isabelle Gagnon, FRQ-S Chercheur ‐ clinicien Senior 

 Catherine Goudie, FRQ-S Chercheur - clinicien Junior I 

 Nada Jabado, FRQ-S Chercheur ‐ Chaire de recherche 

 Patricia Li, FRQ-S Chercheur ‐ clinicien Junior I 

 Mary Ellen MacDonald, FRQ-S Chercheur ‐ Junior II 

 Michael MacKenzie, Canada Research Chair (Tier I) 

 Meranda Nakhla, FRQ-S Chercheur ‐ clinicien Junior II 

 Maryam Oskoui, FRQ-S Chercheur ‐ clinicien Junior II 

 Jesse Papenburg, FRQ-S Chercheur ‐ clinicien Junior I 

 Janet Rennick, FRQ-S Chercheur ‐ clinicien Senior 

 Ernest Seidman, Canada Research Chair (Tier I) 

 Denise Keiko Shikako Thomas, Canada Research Chair (Tier II) 

 Myriam Srour, FRQ-S Chercheur ‐ clinicien Junior I 

 Julia von Oettingen, FRQ-S Chercheur - clinicien Junior I 

 Pia Wintermark, FRQ-S Chercheur ‐ clinicien Junior II 

PUBLICATIONS 

A list of 2018 publications for the Department is available at: https://www.mcgill.ca/peds/mission/publications  

SECTION II: TEACHING AND LEARNING 

Our Departmental teachers, educators and educational administrators, through dedication and collaboration, have 

been very productive in cross-cutting Departmental educational initiatives over the last year, including the following:  

 Helen Karounis Agora Program (H-KAP) Inauguration - The Helen Karounis Agora Program (H-KAP) was 

designed to engage retired faculty to participate in teaching within the Department. An inaugural Grand 

Rounds event was held in September 2018. To date, 10 H-KAP Fellows have been recruited and have 

participate in a wide range of educational activities which include but are not limited to OSCEs, Chief of 

Service, H & Ps, Direct Observations, ECG rounds. This program was recognized by the RCPSC accreditors as a 

“Leading Practice and Innovation”. For more information: https://www.mcgill.ca/peds/education-

training/helen-karounis-agora-program 

 Pediatric Program Directors’ meetings – To optimize Postgraduate Medical Education-related activities for all 

divisions, Department of Pediatrics Program Directors’ meetings were introduced (chaired by Dr. Plotnick, 

Associate Chair of Education) to enable a formal process for regular bidirectional communication between 

the Department and the Postgraduate Medical Education Office, increased collaboration between the 

pediatric programs, and a forum to highlight opportunities on which programs can capitalize and challenges 

which can be addressed by the Associate Chair of Education. Some innovative outcomes of these meetings 

include: 

o Combined subspecialty rounds, a two-year curriculum for subspecialty residents and fellows related 

to non-medical expert CanMEDS roles (i.e. Health Advocate, Scholar, Leader, Communicator) This 

educational innovation was recognized by the RCPSC accreditors as a “Leading Practice and 

Innovation. 

o Combined “Orientation Bootcamp” for incoming pediatric subspecialty trainees 

o A detailed guide for program directors and division directors related to non-Ministry of Health-

funded trainees 

 Continuing Professional Development (CPD) – Recording and livestreaming of Grand Rounds began in 

September 2018 due to the efforts of Dr. Terry Sigman, Dr. Catherine Millar, Natalie Ross and John Batt. In 

https://www.mcgill.ca/peds/mission/publications
https://www.mcgill.ca/peds/education-training/helen-karounis-agora-program
https://www.mcgill.ca/peds/education-training/helen-karounis-agora-program


addition, Dr. Terry Sigman, Natalie Ross and Gabriella Rosarini, with the support of the Wendy MacDonald 

Fund, are close to finalizing a CPD website which will provide information about Departmental and divisional 

CPD activities as well as healthcare professional resources such as medical protocols, parent education 

pamphlets, and the recordings of Department of Pediatrics Medical Grand Rounds.  

 Institute for Pediatric Simulation – Dr. Ilana Bank, Director of Simulation for the Department of Pediatrics, in 

collaboration with the Pediatric Simulation Team has made great strides in establishing the Institute for 

Pediatric Simulation (IPS), located at the Montreal Children’s Hospital. Funding from the Wendy MacDonald 

Chair Fund has enabled the purchase of specialized equipment and mannequins to provide enhanced 

simulation-in situ. The IPS has also created a consultation service available to departmental members. 

 Formal Process for Recruitment of International Trainees – Development of a centralized strategy to recruit 

international trainees has included compilation of an extensive list of international contacts, standardized 

outreach communications, a revamped Departmental website that is more appealing, comprehensive and 

easier to navigate. 

 The Competency By Design (CBD) steering committee, led by Dr. Elisa Ruano-Cea, developed a faculty and 

trainee development plan for the transition process to the CBD curricular framework. 

 Airway/Respiratory Management Simulation Program (ARMSP) – Dr. Ronald Gottesman, Inaugural Wendy 

MacDonald Chair in Pediatric Medical Education, is launching the ARMSP Simulation Program in 

conjunction with Respiratory Therapy.  The program will build on the already established advanced airway 

skills hands-on simulation and will now include invasive and non-invasive ventilation strategies using a lung 

simulator. The case-based curriculum is geared towards all healthcare professionals working in acute care. 

UNDERGRADUATE MEDICAL EDUCATION 

The pediatric undergraduate courses have had yet another successful year.  A huge thank you to everyone involved in 
teaching medical students, staff and residents alike, as well as community preceptors who have taken on students in 
their community clinics. 

We are currently working on a simulation session to be incorporated into 2019-2020 Introduction to Pediatrics 
(Transition to Clinical Practice) course.  This will also serve as a research project and is led by Drs. Preetha 
Krishnamoorthy, Ilana Bank, Jennifer Ladd and Sarah Zahabi. 

The Pediatric Emergency Medicine Division will be taking on pediatric clerkship students starting in July 2019.  The 
students are absolutely thrilled to be getting this experience. 

RESIDENCY AND FELLOWSHIP TRAINING 

The Department continues its commitment to support the training of international and Canadian first-rate candidates 
who wish to pursue postgraduate training (research or clinical) in a pediatric specialty. 

In 2018, the Department funded a total of fourteen international medical graduates and Canadian residents from 11 
countries (Brazil, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, India, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Mexico, Saudi Arabia, and Zambia). The Alan 
Ross Academic Bursary Award funded two candidates in the subspecialties of Allergy, Immunology, and Dermatology 
and Pediatric Infectious Diseases. The Clinical Bursary Award in Pediatrics funded four candidates in the subspecialties 
of Pediatric Infectious Diseases Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine, Pediatric Nephrology, and Pediatric Critical Care. The 
Department funded eight candidates in the subspecialties of Pediatric Cardiology, Pediatric Endocrinology, Neonatal-
Perinatal Medicine, and Pediatric Critical Care. 

PEDIATRIC MEDICAL GRAND ROUNDS 

The Pediatric Medical Grand Rounds is an accredited group learning activity as defined by the Maintenance of 
Certification program of The Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada. Grand Rounds take place 
Wednesday mornings from September to June, for physician staff, residents and rotating medical students, who are 
requested to attend. 

https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&rlz=1C1GGRV_enCA790CA790&q=mannequins&spell=1&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj-gfyE9LHiAhVLdt8KHflwBpYQkeECCCsoAA


In 2018 the Department held 19 lectureships, including the 48th Annual Alton Goldbloom Lecture, 13th Annual Charles 
R. Scriver Lectureship, 20th Annual Alan Ross Lecture, and the 15th Annual Kenny Vineberg Pediatric Lectureship in 
Hematology-Oncology. The 2018 roster included 20 visiting speakers, and 19 local speakers. 

Beginning in the Fall 2018, Pediatric Medical Grand Rounds are now streamed on twitter (@GrandRoundsPeds). 
 
A list of Pediatric Medical Grand Rounds may be viewed on the following link: 
http://www.mcgill.ca/peds/grandrounds.  

SECTION III: INVOLVEMENT IN THE GLOBAL AND LOCAL COMMUNITY 

Involvement in the Global Community 

Advanced Curriculum in Pediatric Global Health 2018-2019 Academic Year 

 The Department of Pediatrics Global Child Health Program (GCHP) are currently in the 6th year of this 
monthly evening seminar series course. This year, the GCHP have approximately 50 participants: pediatric 
residents, family medicine residents, fellows, nurses, and a pharmacist. Participants are healthcare 
professionals and residents from the McGill University Health Center network, and from Hospital Sainte 
Justine, and teleconferencing with pediatric residents at Children's Hospital of Eastern Ontario in Ottawa.  

 In 2018, the GCHP has incorporated a group advocacy project.  Montreal participants have chosen to 
advocate for the reinstatement of subsidized daycare for refugee claimants in Quebec. We have written 
petitions and letters, partnered with a community organization, and met with government officials on this 
issue.  

Partnership with Centre hospitalier universitaire de Kigali (CHUK) in Rwanda 

 In September 2018, the second two week MicroResearch workshop for healthcare professionals at CHUK was 
held. This workshop provides basic training in how to carry out quantitative and qualitative research projects 
for healthcare professionals in low and middle income settings. It also provides small research grants to 
support research initiatives developed during the workshop. There were 30 multidisciplinary participants 
from CHUK who attended this course and who subsequently have submitted four research proposals. 

 In November 2018, a two week Neonatal Resuscitation Program (NRP) workshop and change implementation 
training with colleagues at CHUK and other hospital centres in Rwanda was held. There were approximately 
100 participants: staff physicians, residents, nurses, midwives and anesthesia assistants. 

 The GCHP has helped organize a one year International Neonatology Fellowship at the Montreal Children’s 
Hospital for Dr. Jocelyne Bukeyeneza, who completed her pediatric residency at CHUK, and who has been 
here since October 2018.  

Global Child Health Related Pediatric Medical Grand Rounds 2019 

 GCHP have highlighted the global pediatric work of our colleagues at the Montreal Children’s Hospital and 
with an external speaker by organizing two Grand Rounds in 2019: 

o Global Child Health Program Grand Rounds – March 13, 2019: Dr. Thérèse Perreault and Dr.  
Jocelyne Bukeyeneza “Partnership with Rwanda: Successes and Challenges” 

o Hillman Lectureship on Global Health – Dr. Jorge Vidaurre, May 1, 2019: “Global Health and Pediatric 
Neurology” 

Involvement in the Local Community 

Vulnerable pediatric populations, whether this vulnerability is medical, social, economic or historical in origin, are the 
focus of the Department’s local efforts in clinical innovation. These efforts are driven by the Department’s recognition 
of disparities in health with a disproportionate burden of illness being borne by these vulnerable groups. To this 
recognition, the following novel Departmental efforts should be highlighted: 

 The #ahand2hold social media campaign (Samir Shaeen-Hussain, Saleem Razack) that sought, with eventual 
success, to change policy so that children being transferred from remote Northern regions 
(disproportionately Indigenous in heritage) be accompanied by a caregiver rather than undertaking the 
journey alone, lacking comfort and the attention of a familiar person 

https://twitter.com/grandroundspeds
http://www.mcgill.ca/peds/grandrounds


 Minnie’s Hope, a social pediatrics clinic, was established in a remote Inuit-Cree community (Kuujjuarapik-
Whapmagoostui-Grande Baleine-Great Whale), bringing for the first time to an Indigenous population, a 
proven model of effective, comprehensive, and holistic care. Our long established Northern & Native Health 
Program (Johanne Morel) led this effort. 

 Morbid obesity is an increasingly prevalent condition that predisposes to substantial longterm health risks 
that is highly resistant to effective intervention. Julius Erdstein and Laurent Legault led the way to 
implement an adolescent bariatric surgery program (a first for Quebec) that featured extensive multi-
disciplinary cooperation. 

 Our Complex Care service is internationally recognized for its innovation and is frequently used as a model of 
effective health service provision to medically fragile children. Recognizing that children with an intermediate 
level of complexity often fell through the cracks, Hema Patel and her team drafted a novel service model for 
these children that will hopefully find resonance with funders that provide the financial support for this care. 

 Socio-economic vulnerability may preclude the ability to attend preventive and secondary level points of 
care. Working with potential philanthropic supports and local and provincial health network partners, 
Rislaine Benkelfat is well along in realizing a mobile clinical care platform that brings care on a regular basis 
to disadvantaged sectors of Montreal. 

 Many health determinants (eg housing, income security, immigration status) are susceptible to legal means 
of remediation. Working with Pro-Bono Quebec, Michael Shevell had implemented with the Department of 
Social Work, Quebec’s first medical-legal Pro-Bono service that provides families access to effective legal 
services. 

 Molecular therapy has shifted the paradigm of care and outcomes for children with spinal muscular atrophy, 
a devastating genetically determined pediatric neuromuscular disorder. Maryam Oskoui and Robert Barnes 
have worked tirelessly, first at the level of province-wide evidence-based policy change and then with 
multiple Departmental and Faculty partners, to provide this novel therapy to these affected children. Their 
efforts will serve as a pathway to future genetically based interventions. 

SECTION IV: MILESTONES 

APPOINTMENTS 

Adjunct Professors 

Anie Lapointe, Neonatology (April  2018) 
Matthieu Vincent, Emergency Medicine (July 2018) 

 

Faculty Lecturers 

Hlwelekazi Bomela, General Pediatrics (March 2018) 
Lyne-Noelle Chiniara, General Pediatrics (March 2018) 
Agnes Frank, General Pediatrics (March 2018) 
Samuel Freeman, General Pediatrics (September 2018) 
Geneviève Gaëtan, General Pediatrics (September 2018) 
Marie-Pier Guilbault, General Pediatrics (December 2018) 
Jérôme Ouellet, General Pediatrics (March 2018) 
Marcel Sévère, General Pediatrics (December 2018) 

 

Assistant Professors 

Rhislaine Benkelfat, Pediatrics (September 2018) 
Marie-Michèle Gaudreault-Tremblay, Nephrology (September 2018) 
Catherine Goudie, Hematology-Oncology (July 2018) 
Wadi Mawad, Cardiology (September 2018) 

 
Emeritus Professors 

Robert Brouillette, Neonatology (October 2017) 
Feige Kaplan, General Pediatrics (September 2017) 

 



Helen Karounis Agora Progam (H-KAP) Fellows 

Claudette Bardin, Neonatology (October 2018) 
Marie-Josée Béland, Cardiology (October 2018) 
Manon Boutin, Emergency Medicine (October 2018) 
Robert Brouillette, Neonatology (October 2018) 
Patricia Forbes, Pediatrics (October 2018) 
Dorothy Moore, Pediatric Infectious Diseases (October 2018) 
Patricia Riley, Neonatology (October 2018) 
Bernard Rosenblatt, Neurology (October 2018)  

 
 In Fall 2018, Shirley Blaichman, Richard Haber and Diane Munz were designated Goldbloom Fellows, an 

honour conferred upon select community-based pediatricians who choose to provide ongoing training to one 
or more pediatric residents in their offices. 

 In January 2018, Larry Lands was re-appointed as Director of the Division of Pediatric Respirology. 
 In January 2018, Raphaël Paquin was appointed Pediatric Emergency Medicine Program Director. 
 In January 2018, Kent Saylor was appointed the Director of Indigenous Health Professions Program in the 

Faculty of Medicine. 
 In March 2018, Earl Rubin, was appointed Director of the Division of Pediatric Infectious Diseases. 
 In April 2018, Claire LeBlanc was re-appointed as Director of the Division of Pediatric Rheumatology. 
 In May 2018, Bethany Foster was appointed Director of the Division of Pediatric Nephrology. 
 In July 2018, Najma Ahmed was appointed Pediatric Gastroenterology Program Director. 
 In July 2018, Sarah Campillo was appointed Pediatric Rheumatology Program Director. 
 In July 2018, Genevieve Legault and Elisabeth Simard-Tremblay were appointed co-Program Directors for 

Pediatric Neurology. 
 In July 2018, John Mitchell was re-appointed as Division Director of Pediatric Endocrinology (2-year term). 
 In July 2018, Surahbi Rawal was appointed Pediatric Hematology-Oncology Program Director. 
 In August 2018, Preetha Krishnamoorthy was appointed Interim Pediatric Endocrinology Program Director. 
 In September 2018, Indra Gupta was appointed Interim Director of Child Health Research and Interim Deputy 

Scientific Director of the RI-MUHC.  
 In September 2018, Jane McDonald was appointed Pediatric Infectious Diseases Program Director. 

PROMOTIONS 

The following individuals were promoted to the rank of Full Professor: 
Bethany Foster, Nephrology (July 2018) 

 
The following individuals were promoted to the rank of Associate Professor: 

Ilana Bank, Emergency Medicine (January 2018) 
Moshe Ben-Shoshan, Allergy & Immunology (January 2018) 
Sasha Dubrovsky, Emergency Medicine (January 2018) 
Maryam Oskoui, Neurology (January 2018)  
David Zielinski, Respirology (January 2018) 

SECTION V: HONOURS, AWARDS, AND PRIZES 

Faculty members and learners* in the Department of Pediatrics received a number of awards and honours throughout 
2018, including: 

 Marie Béland was named “Cardiologue Émérite” by the Association des cardiologues du Québec, a 
distinction given every one or two years to a Québec cardiologist by the ACQ.   

 Marie Béland received a “Lifetime Achievement Award” from the Council of Physicians, Dentists, and 
Physicians at the Montreal Children’s Hospital.  

 Nancy Braverman received the -Montreal Children’s Hospital Foundation-Award of Excellence (Research). 
 Alice Chan-Yip received a McGill University Honorary Doctorate. 
 *Alex Déragon, General Pediatrics, was awarded Best Poster Presentation (R1-R3) for the 2018 Pediatric 

Resident Research Day, McGill University/CHU Sainte-Justine. 



 Mylene Dandavino was nominated Secretary of the Canadian Association for Medical Education Foundation. 
 Richard Gosselin received the 2018 CPPD Clinician Educator Award, an annual national award that recognizes 

pediatric educators across Canada.  
 *Marie-Pier Guilbault, General Pediatrics, received the Association de Pédiatres de Québec (APQ) Resident 

Award. 
 Lily Hechtman and Nada Jabado were inducted into the CAHS (Canadian Academy of Health Sciences) as 

2018 Fellows of the Academy.  
 In September 2018, Nadine Korah was nominated Associate Director for the RCPSC’s ASPIRE program (French 

language).  
 *Kristen Lambrinakos-Raymond, Pediatric Emergency Medicine, was awarded Best Oral Presentation (R4 

and Fellows) for the 2018 Pediatric Resident Research Day, McGill University/CHU Sainte-Justine. 
 Larry Lands received the Cystic Fibrosis Canada Above & Beyond Award. 
 Matthew Magyar, General Pediatrics, received the Canadian College of Microbiologists Poster Award. 
 Bruce Mazer and Larry Lands were each recipients of the Montreal Children’s Hospital Foundation 

Sessenwein Award. 
 *John Molloy, Pediatric Allergy and Immunology, was awarded Best Poster Presentation (R4) for the 2018 

Pediatric Resident Research Day, McGill University/CHU Sainte-Justine. 
 Johanne Morel received the Canadian Pediatrics Society Social Pediatrics Interest Group/Janusz Korczak 

Association of Canada Award for Advancing Richer Interprofessional & Intersectoral partnerships. 
 *Norah Nahhas, General Pediatrics, was awarded Best Oral Presentation (R1-R3) for the 2018 Pediatric 

Resident Research Day, McGill University/CHU Sainte-Justine. 
 *Maria Psihogios, General Pediatrics, received the Dr. Ezra Lozinski Prize in Clinical Medicine in recognition of 

a McGill Medical Resident who displays outstanding qualities of compassion, understanding, and acceptance 
of ongoing care. 

 Pramod Puligandla became the first Canadian pediatric surgeon ever to be elected to the Pediatric Surgery 
Board of the American Board of Surgery.  

 Saleem Razack and Preetha Krishnamoorthy successfully completed the 2018 edition of the McGill 
Leadership Development Program. 

 David Rosenblatt received the Canadian College of Medical Genetics Founders’ Award for Career 
Achievement. 

 Elisa Ruano Cea received the Emerging Scholar in Medical Education Award. 
 Marcel Severe, General Pediatrics, received the Association de Pédiatres de Québec (APQ) Resident Award. 
 Adam Shapiro was awarded the Department of Pediatrics Paige & Bernard Kaplan Residents Teaching Award. 
 Nicholas Steinmetz was the recipient of the Order of Quebec honor. 
 Robert Sternszus received the Award for the top “What Works in Residency Education” abstract at the ICRE.  
 Two MDCM medical students, *Shawn Stochmanski and *Jarred Slimovitch, received an annual scholarship 

for a medical student who excels during their pediatric rotation.  
 Pia Wintermark received the Emerging Leader in Neonatology Award from the Canadian Pediatric Society. 
 David Zielinski received a Distinguished Chest Educator (DCE) designation from the American College of 

Chest Physicians for his contributions in 2015-2017. 
 
The Department of Pediatrics Medical Service Staff Association (MSSA) Innovation Fund Awards are an annual 
$100,000 opportunity to provide support for small projects targeting efforts in clinical innovation. The 2018-2019 
recipients are: 

 Moshe Ben-Shoshan, Anaphylaxis in the Emergency Room: Are we treating it poorly? 
 Patricia Fontela, Reducing unnecessary use of antibiotics in critically ill infants with viral bronchiolitis 
 Patricia Li, Transforming care for the most vulnerable children: piloting and evaluating a Newcomer Navigator 

for the Montreal Children’s Hospital Multicultural Clinic 
 Pramod Puligandla, The Congenital Diaphragmatic Hernia Collaborative: Strategy for the Implementation of 

Evidence and Consensus-Based Clinical Management Guidelines 
 Samara Zavalkoff, PAD your ICU (Phase Two) 
 Tanya Di Genova, Quality Improvement Initiative: Implementation of a Surge and Overcapacity Plan at the 

Montreal Children’s Hospital 
 



Other awards and honours for Faculty members are listed on the Department of Pediatrics website: 
www.mcgill.ca/peds/mission/awards  

http://www.mcgill.ca/peds/mission/awards

