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This week’s DA was submitted by Dr. Christine McCusker, who 
deserves to be acknowledged herself for her able management of a 
difficult situation in Dermatology since the summer of 2021. For those 
who are not aware, Dermatology is administratively situated within 
the Division of Allergy and Immunology. Therefore, as Director of the 
division, Chris is also director of Dermatology. Many thanks to Chris for 
all her work in trying to protect and support the dermatologists 
working at the MCH.  But Chris did not submit this DA to highlight 
herself. Rather, she wished to highlight the incredible grace under 
pressure of Dr. Barbara Miedzybrodzki. 
  
Barbara joined the Dermatology division at MCH in 2015.  Dermatology 
has always been a very busy clinical service. When she joined the 
division, there were 3 dermatologists who shared the heavy workload 
between them. When Barbara returned from her second maternity 
leave in June of 2021, it was to cover 1 in 2 call on the Dermatology 
service throughout the summer and early fall, as one of her colleagues 
was on an extended leave.  Since October, she has taken responsibility for the entire service as the sole 
dermatologist here at MCH. Despite having two young children at home, not only has she maintained 
service for urgent care and for the tertiary cases, but she has spent considerable effort in reorganization 
and “déléstage” (which is surely the word of the past 2 years!). Reorganization of the clinic schedules to 
accommodate the patients who need to be seen has been Barbara’s priority.  Furthermore, she has 
maintained her role as physician educator, contributing to the training of a large team of dermatology 
residents.  Most remarkably, throughout it all she has been positive and forward thinking.  Barbara has 
been a model of professionalism and diligence in this difficult period.  I have watched Dr. Miedzybrodzky 
soldier through each new week and the challenges that arise.  
She has shown strength, resilience, and flexibility and most of all she is shining example of the best of us 
--a caring and conscientious health care professional. 
  
So if you see Barbara, make sure to thank her. 
  
Have a great weekend. 
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