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This week’s DA is a little out of the box. Most prior acknowledgements have focused on academic or 
clinical contributions and accomplishments of members of our MCH or McGill community. However, it is 
also important to acknowledge recognition of our faculty members for leadership in the larger 
community. Each year Federation CJA (Combined Jewish Appeal) has an award ceremony for Jewish 
leadership in the Montreal Community. This year, two members of our community received a new 
award named in memory of Dr. Mark Wainberg.  As many are aware, Dr. Wainberg was a world-
renowned researcher in HIV. What many may not know is that Dr. Wainberg also worked at the Virology 
lab at the old MCH before moving on to full time research at the Lady Davis Institute at the JGH. 
  
The inaugural recipients of the Mark Wainberg Legacy award are Drs. Earl Rubin and Mitch 
Shiller.  https://www.federationcja.org/en/awards-2021/bios/ 
  

Earl was recognized for his contributions as camp doctor at Camp B'nai Brith 
Montreal, his role as physician lead of the Montreal Jewish Camp Council for the 
last 10 years, and for his efforts to create protocols and lobby the government to 
ensure that camps were permitted to run during the pandemic. 
  
Mitch was recognized for his contributions to numerous 
community activities over nearly 30 years, including as a 
member of the Board of Jewish Family Services (JFS) for 10 
years before becoming its president. Dr. Shiller was also 

noted to be one of the key driving forces behind the ultimate integration of JFS, 
Jewish Employment Montreal, and Jewish Immigrant Aid Services, effectively 
amalgamating social service delivery under the administration of a single 
agency, Ometz, where he became the founding president. 
  
Congratulations to Earl and Mitch on receiving this award and on their contributions to the community. 
They are wonderful ambassadors for the MCH! 
  
Have a good weekend. 
  
Beth Foster, MD, MSCE, FRCPC 
Professor of Pediatrics 
Chair, Dept. of Pediatrics McGill University 
Pediatrician-in-Chief, Montreal Children’s Hospital of the MUHC 
Harvey Guyda Chair in Pediatrics 
 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federationcja.org%2Fen%2Fawards-2021%2Fbios%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cpeds.admin%40MUHC.MCGILL.CA%7C630dad72175d4cfc938a08d9b6656e1e%7C06e1fe285f8b4075bf6cae24be1a7992%7C0%7C0%7C637741369016091329%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=xPBJ5mT7P0lJC6f%2BoopV%2F0PM1zqr6j%2F9tDdUEnH3IRk%3D&reserved=0

