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Many of you have heard me say, “We are all connected”. I’m sure I will say it many more times. Not only 
do the actions and work of one of us affect all of us, but when one of us is in trouble, we all feel it in one 
way or another. Fortunately, this connectedness also supports us and keeps us going. This week’s DA 
was sent by Dr. Stephen Liben in recognition of the vital support of his colleagues in Pediatric Palliative 
Care. 
  

"Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much" -- Helen Keller 
  
Our long trusted and dependable Dr. Mary Decell together with our "new" recruit to the MCH 
palliative care team, Dr. Naomi Goloff, have both quietly but steadfastly been holding up the 
palliative care service through our current tough times (resonant with dermatology and 
radiology's current struggles) and this departmental acknowledgement is to both of them. 
  
Louis Beaumier died suddenly this summer and the pain is still very fresh. Our PACT nurse is now 
on sick leave and our 1/2 time secretary is currently also on sick leave. When my youngest sister 
then also died unexpectedly on Oct 5th it became unthinkable for me to give care to parents who 
are themselves in such pain over the potential loss of their child. It was at this point that Mary 
and Naomi came to the rescue, assuring me that I could take time off the service and that they 
would cover until I was ready to come back. Naomi is new to the MCH community and it has 
been particularly challenging for her as she joined our group during COVID which only made it 
more difficult for her to establish the all important interpersonal relationships that make this job 
both possible and enjoyable. Mary has been a reliable and quietly hard working partner of mine 
on the team for years and has, once again, stepped up to the plate when needed. With deepest 
gratitude to Mary and Naomi and to all of you reading this for your understanding and support.” 

  
- Stephen Liben 

  
I echo Stephen’s message of gratitude for all that you are all doing to support those going through tough 
times. 
  
Have a good weekend. 
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