
December 11, 2020 

 

Hi Everyone. 

 

Continuing this month’s theme of highlighting enduring excellence, this 

time in the leadership domain, I would like to single out David Mitchell. 

 

I am now in my tenth year of doing these weekly call outs (that adds up to 

over 400 folks) and I can’t believe we have gone this long without my 

singing the praises of David. This is my oversight which I will offer a mea 

culpa up front. 

 

David is fellow Wagar High School grad who did his medical school at McGill 

followed by a rotating internship (you have to be over 55 to truly 

understand the meaning of that term) before coming back to Montreal and 

the MCH and McGill for his residency in pediatrics. David then went to 

Seattle and the University of Washington and the world leading Fred Hutchinson Cancer Center for his 

sub-specialty training in Hematology-Oncology where he became proficient in the then new intervention 

of Stem Cell Transplantation. 

 

David was recruited back to Montreal and the MCH in 1998 as an attending in our Division of Pediatric 

Hematology-Oncology. He then, together with Sharon Abish, did yeoman and indeed truly heroic work 

during a time of extreme staffing shortages (Sharon and David were it for too long a while) to maintain 

service to these challenging and complexly ill children. Under the tutelage of Blair Whittemore, brought 

in from the MGH, the Division was steadily and robustly rebuilt and David took the reins of Divisional 

leadership in 2014. 

 

David is master clinician. He has an enormous knowledge, appreciation and recall of the medical 

literature relevant to his patients. He is steadfastly dedicated and from my habit of roaming about the 

hospital I can personally attest that he is among our most hard-working staff, often here long after 

corridors are quiet. He is also a relentless advocate on behalf of the patients and staff of his Division 

(which is among the best measure that I use of a leader). He is not shy to make issues known to 

leadership, doing so in a respectful way that often comes packaged with potential implementable 

solutions and some colourful choice language not for consumption of children.  His advocacy is driven by 

his passion for better care and better outcomes. He can see the big picture and has been a huge 

supporter of clinical innovation, education, and research. Last year David was recognized for Clinical 

Excellence by the MCHF.  

 

On a personal note David forms a small circle of MCH hockey fans that have an informed knowledge of 

the game that I truly enjoy shooting the breeze with. 

 



Please join me in thanking David for his enduring excellence within our Department now in its third 

decade. 

 

Have a great weekend everyone! 
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