
December 13, 2019 

 

Hi Everyone, 
 
For more times than I can now remember, this week’s Departmental 
Acknowledgment goes yet again to Nada Jabado on the occasion of her 
receiving last week the 2019 Pediatric Chairs of Canada Clinician-Researcher 
Leadership Award. 
 
I have attached my nominating letter for Nada. Written almost a year ago, not 
surprisingly the numbers listed are all out of date now. 
 
Nada joins Charles Scriver, Michael Kramer and Constantin Polychronakos as 
previous members of the Department who received this particular Award. In 
the category of Clinician-Educator, the late Wendy Macdonald, Ron Gottesman, 
Saleem Razack and Farhan Bhanji have received an Award from the PCC and 
Emmett Francoeur notched one for Clinician-Practitioner. 
 
I am a numbers guy and can’t help noting (kvelling is the wonderful Yiddish word-look it up) that though 
we are but one of sixteen pediatric academic centres in Canada (6.25%), in the 13 years of the Awards, 
McGill and the MCH has garnered 9 of 39 accolades (23%) and 6 of 24 (25%) in my 8 years as Chair. While 
these are individual awards and are given to truly remarkable individuals, it’s a reflection on our 
community and our dedication to our academic mission. On any metric, including this one, we really do 
punch well above our weight. 
 
This will be the last DA before the Winter hiatus and we will resume the week of January 6th. 
 
To all of you, all the best for the holiday season and may the New Year and 2020 be one of health and 
happiness for you and all whom you care about. 
 
Michael 
 
Michael Shevell, MDCM, FRCPC, FCAHS 
Chairman, Department of Pediatrics 
Professor (with Tenure) 
Departments of Pediatrics and Neurology/Neurosurgery  
McGill University 
 
Guyda Chair in Pediatrics 
 
Pediatrician-in-Chief 
Montreal Children's Hospital/ 
McGill University Health Centre (MUHC) 
 
Follow Me on Twitter: @McGillPeds 
 
To read past Departmental Acknowledgements please follow this link: 
https://www.mcgill.ca/peds/about/acknowledgements. 

https://www.mcgill.ca/peds/about/acknowledgements
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February 5, 2019 
 
 
PCC Awards Committee 
Paediatric Chairs of Canada 
Suite 104, 2141 Thurston Drive 
Ottawa, ON, K1G 6C9 
 
 
Subject:   PCC’s 2019 Clinician Investigator Leadership Award  
 Dr. Nada Jabado  
 
 
Dear PCC Awards Committee, 
 
It is my great pleasure to nominate Dr. Nada Jabado to the Paediatric Chairs of Canada Awards 
Committee to be considered for the 2018 Clinician Investigator Leadership Award. Though ‘mid-
career’, Nada’s trajectory and accomplishments to date certainly merit her serious 
consideration, and hopefully receipt, of this prestigious Award. 
 
A paediatric oncologist by training, Nada has focused her clinical and research career on 
working diligently to improve the survival of children affected with a now predominantly fatal 
disorder.  Nada directs her considerable efforts, intelligence and creativity towards paediatric 
brain tumors, specifically astrocytomas and medulloblastomas. Through her work featuring the 
application of cutting edge molecular and genetic technologies directly to clinical samples, she 
has revolutionized our basic understanding of these tumors. She has demonstrated that these 
tumors in the paediatric age group are distinct at a genetic and molecular level from the same 
tumors encountered in the adult population. This has been a widely-recognized paradigm 
shifter that mandates an alteration in post-surgical chemotherapy and radiotherapy approaches 
to minimize toxicity and improve patient survival. Of particular note is her Senior Authored 
2012 groundbreaking paper in Nature that identifies mutations in a histone binding gene (H3) 
as the molecular mechanism responsible for close to half of these tumors and a major 
explanation for their stubborn resistance to currently utilized chemotherapeutic agents.  With 
this insight, more targeted and effective interventions can be anticipated that will lead to 
improved outcomes.  
 
In 2016, the World Health organization (WHO), the leading authority worldwide in brain 
tumour classification, revised its classification of Central Nervous System Tumors to include 
K27M H3 and ATRX mutations as needed diagnostic tests for subtyping deadly High-Grade 
Gliomas. This was a direct result from the efforts and findings of Nada’s research program. 
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Nada was appointed as Assistant Professor at McGill in 2003 subsequent to her MD, PhD, clinical 
specialty and post-doctoral training at which point she began her career as an independent 
investigator. She achieved tenure and promotion to Full Professor here at McGill in a 
remarkably short interval (11 years). Her research productivity is nothing short of stupendous. 
As an independent investigator, she has published over 160 papers to date, almost half of which 
as Senior or Co-Senior Author. As measured by the Impact Factor of the journals her papers are 
published in, she has published 37 papers in the past 5 years (2013-present) in journals with an 
Impact Factor greater than 20!  These journals include Nature, Nature Genetics, Science, Cancer 
Cell, Nature Review Cancer, NEJM and Lancet Oncology. Fifteen of these publications are as 
Senior Author or Co-Senior Author. An investigator would be happy with 2-3 such publications 
over an entire career, let alone 36 in five years. 
 
Nada’s scientific impact can also be measured by her h index of 68, her i10 index of 150 and  
17,238 citations (13,624 since 2013). Nada’s extra-ordinary success and excellence as a scientist 
is well-recognized by her peer community.  She has received the full cycle of external salary 
support Awards from our provincial granting agency the FRQ-S. Indeed, she holds one of two 
provincial Chaires de Recherche of the FRQ-S. She is presently being put forth by the Faculty for 
a CRC Tier I Award. She currently holds seven external operating grants (NIH, CIHR, Genome 
Canada/Quebec, CIHR Foundation Grant) totaling roughly $15 million dollars (CDN) in total 
funding. Indeed, her Genome Canada/Quebec grant was at its time the single highest dollar 
value external operating grant ever received by a McGill Faculty member!  The fact that she was 
just awarded the same amount of funding from the Large-Scale Applied Research Project 
Competition from Genome Canada in Genomics and Precision Health is a truly spectacular 
accomplishment. This project entitled “Tackling childhood brain cancer at the root to improve 
survival and quality of life”, which is in collaboration with SickKids Hospital in Toronto, 
promises to have a significant impact on the treatment of pediatric brain tumors in the next 5 
years. Nada has also received over 140 invitations as a plenary or keynote speaker to present 
her work at international meetings in such diverse locales as the US, UK, South Africa, France, 
Lebanon, Singapore, Italy, Barbados, Germany, Hungary, Japan, Taiwan, India and Mexico, as 
well as at international meetings held here in Canada. 
 
Nada has also already been the recipient of some noteworthy Awards and honours. In 2015, she 
was inducted into the Royal Society of Canada, joining fellow Department members Charles 
Scriver, Michael Kramer and Constantin Polychronakos, all of whom have previously received 
the PCC Clinician-Investigator Leadership Award. She also received in 2014 the Atena Prize 
from the Fondazione Atena Onlus for excellence in research in the neurosciences. In 2012, she 
received the McGill Faculty of Medicine Maude Abbott Award given annually to an outstanding 
female Faculty member who has excelled in education, research and administration. In 2018, 
she was honored by the Israel Cancer Research Fund.  
 
Nada has assumed a leadership role in science and care on both national and international 
levels. She serves presently on three provincial, five national and nine international Grant 
Review Panels. She is an Associate Editor of four peer-review journals (Acta Neuropathologica, 
Journal of Medical Genetics, BMC Cancer, NPJ Precision Oncology). Her array of local, national 
and international leadership roles includes 1) Lead Principal Investigator of the Canadian 
Pediatric Cancer Sequencing Program, 2) Member of the Steering Committee of the C17 Cancer 
network, 3) Member of the Steering Committee of the High-Grade Glioma grouping of the 
Children’s Oncology Group [COG], 4) Axis Leader of the McGill University Health Centre’s 
Genetics and Genomics Group. On the national level, she was bestowed a Fellowship to The 
Royal Society of Canada, Academy of Science, Life Sciences Division. More recently, she was 
appointed to the CIHR Governing Council as one of six investigator representatives is a true 
testament to the far-reaching impact that Nada’s contribution will continue to have on the 
national level. In this role she is the only representative from the broad field of Child Health. 
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On the international level, Nada is implicated with organizing and chairing various symposia, 
most notably she was co-chair of the AACR (American Association of Cancer Research) special 
conference on pediatric cancers in December 2017 in Atlanta, GA, alongside Peter Adamson 
(Chair, Children Oncology Group) and Charles Roberts (Director, St-Jude Research). 
Additionally, she is one of the organizing co-chairs of the 2018 annual AACR meeting and one of 
the three organizing co-chairs of the educational session that precedes this meeting, which is the 
largest known meeting in Cancer and is attended by more than 23,000 clinicians and 
investigators across fields. She is also one of the two chairs who organized the pediatric SNO 
(Society of Neuro-Oncology) 2018 annual meeting. These are internationally recognized 
conferences with very high attendance and attest to Nada’s leadership role and recognition, not 
only in the field of pediatric neuro-oncology, but cancer in general.  
 
One aspect of Nada that is difficult to truly convey in a nominating letter is her passion for her 
work that is a product of the care she feels for the children and families afflicted by the 
devastating disorders that are the focus of her work. To hear Nada speak about her science in 
front of fellow scientists, health professionals, potential donors, learners or affected families is a 
very special experience. Her entire being appears imbued by an energy and drive for her work 
that is infectious to those in the room. While she has already made a substantial difference, she 
knows that there is more work to do and she will not rest until she has done everything that she 
can do. She is indeed a pearl in my Department that I do hope the Committee sees fit to select for 
this Award. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 
 

Michael Shevell, MDCM, FRCPC, FCAHS 
Chairman, Department of Pediatrics 
Professor (with Tenure) 
Departments of Pediatrics and Neurology/Neurosurgery  
McGill University 
 
Guyda Chair in Pediatrics 
 
Pediatrician-in-Chief 
Montreal Children's Hospital/ 
McGill University Health Centre (MUHC) 
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