
October 26, 2018 
 
 
Hi Everyone! 
 
This week’s Departmental Acknowledgement goes to two members of our Department who have made a 
substantive impact in genetics: Nancy Braverman and David Rosenblatt. 
 
Nancy recently received the Montreal Children’s Hospital Foundation Award of Excellence for research. 
Nancy is an acknowledged world expert on peroxisomal biogenesis disorders (PBD). She has done much 
of the work identifying the genes that underlie these disorders, establishing genotype-phenotype 
correlations and mouse models. Her work has been the paradigm of bedside-bench-bedside (the order is 
deliberate folks) work beginning with a clinical challenge, then figuring out the underlying mechanism, 
before returning to the patient with solutions to the original challenge. Indeed Nancy’s work has led the 
way to a much anticipated first clinical trial in PBD using a novel class of compounds. As if her research 
work was not enough, Nancy has dedicated much time and effort working with parental advocacy groups 
in PBD to increase awareness and fashion a community of affected families and children. 
 
David is also in the bedside-bench-bedside mode. David has literally defined the genetics of inherited 
disorders of folate and cobalamin (Vitamin B12) metabolism. Tenaciously and steadily building on his 
creating an international network by providing an available and highly responsive diagnostic service, 
David has elucidated multiple new conditions, each suggesting a novel genetic mechanism that has 
furthered understanding not only of pathogenesis but also normal metabolism. David has a remarkable 
record of external operational funding. In recognition of his substantive contributions he recently received 
the Canadian College of Medical Genetics Founders’ Award. Like Nancy, he regularly gives back as a 
volunteer playing his guitar and singing for the patients in adult palliative care. David is also a  former 
Chair of McGill ‘s Department of Human Genetics and I was privileged to have David as my post-doctoral 
fellowship supervisor. I deeply appreciate that he has remained a valued mentor throughout my academic 
career. 
 
Have a great weekend everyone! 
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