
"I'm lucky. Usually you're dead to get your own museum, but I'm still alive to see mine" 
Yogi Berra 

 
Hi Everyone, 
 
When I say to lay people that I am a pediatric neurologist, they often ask if I do brain surgery. My standard reply 
is that I have too much respect for the brain to operate on it and my surgical skills are only worthy of carving a 
roast beef. Fortunately for me, there are neurosurgeons (ie brain surgeons) who do not fear opening the cranial 
vault or spinal column and venturing inside. This week's Departmental Acknowledgment goes to one of our 
neurosurgeons, Jean-Pierre Farmer, on his being awarded the 2016  Prix d’Excellence from the Collège des 
Médecins du Québec (CMQ). 
 
Jean-Pierre (JP to most of us) is a graduate of McGill and completed his neurosurgical residency at McGill with 
stints at the MNH, MCH and MGH. This was followed by a fellowship in pediatric neurosurgery at NYU under the 
tutelage of a true pioneer and legend in the field, Fred Epstein. JP returned to the MCH to join Jose Montes 
(another legend in the field). JP brought back to Montreal a then novel therapeutic technique of selective dorsal 
rhizotomy (the key is selection in both cases and the dorsal spinal roots severed) to lessen spasticity in children 
with cerebral palsy. He also brought his mentor's tactical approach to tumors in the posterior fossa that were 
previously considered inoperable. 
 
JP and I go way back as we are of the same vintage. Indeed, we were Chief Residents at the MNH for our 
respective fields at the same time, which was probably unique for pediatric-oriented subspecialists in an adult 
hospital. We have co-managed more cases than we care to admit over the years and many of my patients with 
epilepsy have benefitted from his surgical intervention under the expert guidance of our neurophysiologists and 
imagers. As a clinician, I have always been impressed by JP's soft spoken manner and easy approach. He takes 
the time to both speak in an understandable way to kids and their families and teach learners at all levels from 
all disciplines. 
 
JP has also done a staggering amount of administrative leadership. He was an Associate Dean for Post 
Graduate Medical Education in the Deanery, responsible for over 60 training programs at McGill. He drove the 
establishment of a Department of Pediatric Surgery that was established in 2011 which grouped together 
pediatric surgical sub-specialists across disciplines, He is the founding and current Chair of this Department and 
my confrere as Surgeon-in-Chief of the MCH. A full Professor in both Pediatric Surgery and 
Neurology/Neurosurgery, he holds the Bruce and Dorothy Williams Chair in Pediatric Surgery currently. 
 
The CMQ's Award honours JP's contributions across the spectrum of medical practice and academic 
endeavours. It is no doubt particularly prompted by his work in creating a provincial network for brain tumors (still 
the most common solid tumor in pediatrics) that has concentrated care here at the MCH. This concentration, and 
JP's willingness to collaborate with research colleagues, has led to some novel ground breaking discoveries that 
have been published in high impact journals, received considerable public media coverage locally and nationally 
and most importantly, improved outcomes and provided much needed hope to afflicted families. 
 
Please join me in congratulating JP on this most prestigious and well deserved honour. 
 
Have a great weekend everyone! 
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