
“It has been said that ‘in patience ye shall win your souls,’ and what is this patience but 
an equanimity which enables you to rise superior to the trials of life?” 
         - Sir William Osler 
 
 
Hi Everyone 
 
This week's Departmental Acknowledgement goes to a colleague in pediatric neurology Lisa Anne 
Rasmussen and is tinged with some regret as the timing is prompted by her incipient departure from our 
attending staff. 
 
Sometimes you just get lucky and in October 2007 there was an open seat beside me at a dinner in my 
honour in Vancouver after I gave the local Henry Dunn lecture at BC Children's Hospital. It seems like no 
one wanted to sit next to the "guest of honour" until Lisa Anne plucked herself down. She was then a 
second year resident clearly not intimidated by the visiting Professor, dressed in jeans with hands caked 
in climbing talc as she had just come from an indoor rock climbing session. That was the initial 
introduction and we would see each other at neurology meetings in the years after. 
 
The second bit of luck came when Lisa Anne got in touch with me during her final year of residency 
asking if we had any upcoming locums in our Division of Pediatric Neurology. She was unsure of what 
subspecialty path to follow after completing her Royal College exams and wanted to keep her options 
open while she came to a decision. After being raised on the Prairies (Lumsden, Saskatchewan) and 
schooled in Regina and Saskatoon for university and medical school, she was eager to come East after 
Lotus-Land and experience the big city joys of Montreal. We did indeed have a whole series of parental 
leaves coming up and in October 2011 Lisa Anne joined as a locum the attending staff at the MCH. 
 
Though an outsider joining a Division populated by individuals who have all trained at McGill, Lisa Anne 
quickly integrated both into the Division and hospital environment. Her remarkable clinical acumen, 
tremendous inter-personal skills and a mystical Zen-like quality that lets her rise above stress and chaos 
rapidly became apparent. What also became evident are her natural teaching skills. The house staff just 
adored her and indeed in her second year she received the Teaching Award in the Department of 
Neurology/Neurosurgery.  
 
There is one example of Lisa Anne that I would like to share that says it all to me. I had sent to her a very 
special patient with a post-concussion syndrome and headaches. When I asked this patient how the 
encounter with Lisa Anne went, she said the following and I quote. "All doctors should be like Lisa Anne. 
They should really listen to their patients". Her listening went a long way to putting this patient on the road 
to recovery and is an example of Lisa Anne's physicianship and professionalism. 
 
While here amongst us, Lisa Anne's future career path crystallized for her. She has undertaken a Masters 
in Bioethics which she will complete in the next semester. Beginning in July she will commence a 
palliative care fellowship here at McGill. Honestly I can’t think of a more perfect fit for her nor a more 
pressing need in child health. Indeed I have heard from multiple sources within the Department how I 
must figure out a way to keep her here when she finishes the fellowship training. I guess that is why they 
pay me the big bucks. In this case I hope to indeed keep her here. 
 
Please join me in wishing Lisa Anne all the best on the next stage in her career path and let’s hope that 
path leads back to our Department and hospital. 
 
Have a great weekend everyone 
 
Michael 


