
Hi Everyone 
 
First a Happy New Year to all. 
 
This week's Departmental Acknowledgements goes to Karen Watanabe (Duffy) and Giuseppina 
(Giosi) Di Meglio and is motivated by the Faculty of Medicine's Promotions Committee recent 
endorsement of their promotion to Associate Professor, which is now before the University for 
final approval. 
 
From Ontario, Karen received a university degree in nursing before medical school. She did a 
residency in internal medicine followed by a fellowship in rheumatology and she has been a 
member of our Division of Rheumatology since 1993. An Osler Fellow, Karen has been a 
dedicated teacher at both the undergraduate and postgraduate levels, and indeed was the 
residency program Director from 2007-2011 for pediatric rheumatology. She has also served on a 
number of national committees related to rheumatology. A dedicated clinician, she has also 
managed to involve herself in research activities primarily directed at quality of life, measurement, 
and natural history studies related to rheumatological disorders. Unfortunately, Karen will be 
leaving our Department and hospital shortly as she will be joining her husband Ciaran Duffy who 
is now Chair of Pediatrics at the University of Ottawa and Pediatrician-in-Chief at CHEO. We 
congratulate Karen on her accomplishment and wish her the best on her future journey upriver. 
 
Like Karen, Giosi is recognized as a superb physician educator. A specialist in adolescent 
medicine, with a particular interest in gynecology, Giosi frequently gives talks to teens and health 
professionals regarding health issues affecting this population that are frequently difficult to talk 
about publicly. She is a trusted clinician and valued mentor to many young physicians on our 
staff. Fortunately, I am not aware of any plans on Giosi's part to leave Montreal any time soon. 
 
The above promotions are indicative that excellence in all the domains of the academic mission is 
recognized at the University level. I encourage all of you to take a look at your CV and discuss 
with your Division Director the possibility of being considered for promotion in the future. 
 
Have a great weekend everyone 
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