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L’ 
The 

Mot du rédacteur en chef  
Bienvenue à ce tout dernier numéro de l’« OR Times ».   

J’ai décidé de publier l’infolettre sur une base annuelle plutôt que deux 
fois par année.  Le but est de vous tenir au courant des activités des 
divisions chirurgicales du Département de chirurgie pédiatrique. 

J’espère que vous prendrez plaisir à lire ce dernier numéro de l’« OR 
Times ».  Si vous avez des suggestions au sujet du contenu, n’hésitez 
surtout pas à communiquer avec moi.    

Je vous souhaite de passer un été des plus agréables et ne manquez pas la 
prochaine édition de l’« OR Times » en juin 2020. 

J’aimerais remercier Josée Lamarre pour son soutien continu à la 
production de l’infolettre. 

Melvin Schloss, MD, FRCSC 
Rédacteur en chef 
 

Word from the Editor 
Welcome to the latest edition of the OR Times. 

I have decided to distribute the newsletter on an annual basis rather than 
twice a year.  The intent is to keep you updated on the activities of the 
surgical divisions in the Department of Pediatric Surgery. 

I hope you enjoy reading the latest edition of the OR Times.  If you have 
any suggestions in regard to content please do not hesitate to contact me. 

I wish you an enjoyable summer and please look for the next issue of the 
OR Times in June, 2020.   

I would like to thank Josée Lamarre for her continuing support in 
producing the newsletter. 

Melvin Schloss, MD, FRCSC 
Editor 
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Chair’s Report 

In the last year the Department has been quite successful with 
several Grand Round presentations, a very successful Visiting 
Professor Program and an excellent 2018 Pediatric Surgical 
Research Day on the occasion of the H.B. Williams Pediatric 
Surgical Research Symposium.  Congratulations to all of the prize 
winners in clinical innovation and in translational research. 

We have 
also held 

our 4th Departmental Retreat on 
the subject of Simulation as a 
mean for surgical education.  I 
must thank doctors Jean 
Ouellet and Lily Nguyen for a 
very thorough preparation and 
thank Dr. Sherif Emil for 
completing the trio to make 
this day very successful.  The 
attendance was excellent and 
we heard from other experts in 
simulation, Dr. Jim Drake and Dr.  George Azzie from Toronto.  We also had the chance 
to introduce all of the simulation models that we have purchased.  I am still hopeful that 
this will lead to a more systematic use of our Simulation Center located that the Shriners 
Hospital for Children of Canada. 

The highlight of our year has to be however our first Academic Department 7 year 
cyclical review.  I would like to thank everybody who submitted their information on time 
and Dr. Daniel and Dr. Emil for helping me put together a pre-survey document which I 
think was of top quality making the visit very straight forward.   

The initial review document has reached my office and I must say it is quite 
complementary.  It will be circulated to all of the membership and we will have to submit 
an action plan in the next 6 weeks to address the few issues that were raised. 
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Our Department has published over 900 peer-reviewed publications since 2012.  There 
have also been 95 book chapters, 4 textbooks, 69 clinical fellows from 20 different 
countries, 70 graduate students, 50 in the Masters degree program and 20 in the 
doctoral program as well as 10 post-doctoral Fellows in our Department.  For our 
Department of approximately 38 full-time members and several more part-time 
members this is a major accomplishment of academic productivity.   

I would like to thank those who have supported me in my role and have expressed this 
to the reviewers.  None of this could have been accomplished without a collaborative 
effort from everybody.  The best compliment that I received in this preliminary report is 
that most departmental members identify this Department as their academic home at 
McGill despite natural and obvious allegiances with the adult divisions in their respective 
specialties. I would like in closing to congratulate the following individuals for the 
awards they received in the last year:  Dr. Sherif Emil (H.T. Debas Award from the 
Faculty), Dr. Pramod Puligandla (Nomination to the American Board of Surgeons), Dr. 
Sam Daniel (2019 Meeting Chairman, American Society for Pediatric Otolaryngology), Dr. 
J. M. Laberge for the MCH Career Award of recognition in May 2019, Dr. Roman Jednak 
(2018-2019 Surgical Teaching Award) and Dr. Dan Poenaru for his FRQS research Award 
for the next four years. 

Respectfully submitted by: 

 
Jean-Pierre Farmer, M.D., C.M., F.R.C.S. (C), D.A.B.P.N.S. 
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Divisional Heads’ Reports 
 

Division of Dentistry 
 
De nouveaux visages à la division dentaire 
 

Dr Colette Landry DMD CES in periodontics 

A periodontist specializes in diseases of the supporting tissues of 
the teeth such as bone and soft tissues. Periodontal disease affects 
half of American adults. It is less common in pediatric patients but 
many conditions affect children; from aggressive juvenile 
periodontitis to the complications of neutropenia, diabetes or 

Langerhans cell histiocytosis. Having a periodontist on the team is useful for teaching 
the residents the basics of periodontal treatment as well as offering expertise for these 
specific cases. 

Diplômée de l’Université de Montréal en médecine dentaire en 1991, Dre Landry 
entreprend un certificat en parodontie à l’University of Manitoba, qu’elle complètera en 
1995. Dès lors, elle s’établit en Outaouais et exerce la pratique de la parodontie et de 
l’implantologie.  

Dans le but de faire avancer et de parfaire la profession, ainsi que de partager ses 
connaissances, Dre Landry a participé à l’élaboration de plusieurs cours et conférences 
pour les dentistes et les hygiénistes dentaires des régions de l’Outaouais, de Montréal, 
de Québec, du Saguenay, du lac Saint-Jean et de l’Abitibi. 

Dre Landry vise l’excellence dans tout ce qu’elle entreprend. Le bien-être de ses patients 
est au cœur de ses interventions. Elle désirait depuis longtemps apporter ses 
connaissances à nos jeunes patients et participer à la formation de nos résidents. Depuis 
l’automne 2018, c’est chose faite! 

Dr Carol J Chahine, DMD, MSC, FRCD (C) Oral and maxillo facial 
surgeon 
Before introducing Dr Chahine, let’s answer a question that comes up 
from time to time when discussing with patients but also with people 
working in our hospital. What are oral and maxillo-facial surgeons 
and what do they do? An OMF is a surgeon who specializes in treating 
many diseases, injuries and defects in the head, neck, face, jaws and 
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the hard and soft tissues of the oral and maxillofacial areas. They are really a 
combination of a dentist and a physician and many OMFS have both dental and medical 
degrees. The specific surgical residencies for oral and maxillofacial surgery are usually 
five to six years.  
Dr Chahine recently accepted to join the Children’s team, helping us out during the on 
going “baby boom” affecting our division! She became a dentist back in 2001 and 
completed her general practice residency at the Royal Victoria Hospital in 2002 followed 
by a research fellowship at Mont Sinai Hospital (Toronto) in 2003. She obtained her 
Master of Science at McGill University and Shriner’s Hospital for Children studying the 
healing of extraction sockets in pediatric patients on intravenous pamidronate. She 
completed her Residency in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery in 2007 here at the MUHC and 
a Fellowship in Cleft/Craniofacial Surgery and Trauma at the Charleston Area Medical 
Center (West Virginia) in 2008. 
She also works in private practice and at the Jewish General Hospital. With her strong 
background, but also because of her pleasant and humble attitude, it is a great pleasure 
to welcome her aboard. 
 
By Annie Marleau Chief, Division of Dentistry 
 
Recent publications – Division of Dentistry 
Recently, the Division of Dentistry has recently published two articles in important 
Journals.  The first, “Oral health status of refugee children in Montreal” (Anne-
Marie Moreau, Fatima Hennous, Basma Dabbagh, Beatriz Ferraz dos Santos), was 
published in the Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health. Overall, this study shows that 
refugee children have poorer oral health status than their Canadian counterparts. Thus, 
access to appropriate oral health care for refugee children should be a key priority for 
health care providers and policy makers. It is worth mentioning that the MCH Division of 
Dentistry is the city’s only dental clinic providing free dental care to refugee children, 
independently of Interim Federal Health Program (IFHP) coverage. The second, 
“Pachyonychia Congenita associated with a novel variant of KRT17 presenting unusual 
oral manifestations” (Olivia Cukier, Basma Dabbagh, Fahed Halal, Mehdi Yeganeh, Beatriz 
Ferraz Dos Santos), was accepted for publication in the Journal of Dentistry for Children 
(in press). This important case report results from a collaboration between our Division 
and the MCH Department of Medical Genetics. 
 
Dr. Beatriz Ferraz dos Santos, Research Director  
Division of Dentistry, 
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Division of Pediatric General and Thoracic Surgery 
 

1. Dr. Jean-Martin Laberge has been awarded the 2019 Montreal Children’s Hospital 
Recognition Award. Formerly called the lifetime achievement award, it represents 
the highest honor given to a physician at the Montreal Children’s Hospital by their 
peers. The award is in recognition of Dr. Laberge’s 35+ years of service to the 
hospital, its patients, and its staff. Dr. Laberge will receive the award in a formal 
ceremony at the MCH Spring Fling in May. 
 

2. On July 1, 2018, Dr. Sherif Emil was appointed the Mirella and Lino Saputo 
Foundation Chair in Pediatric Surgical Education and Patient and Family-Centered 
Care in the Faculty of Medicine. This Chair will be used to launch a new era in 
pediatric surgical education and patient-centered care at the Montreal Children’s, 
including new educational programs for residents and fellows and new clinical 
programs, to include pediatric enhanced recovery after surgery and patient-
reported outcomes.  

 
3. The new Canadian Consortium for Research in Pediatric Surgery (CanCORPS) was 

launched in July, 2018 and is 
currently undergoing the 
final contracting phase 
among the 15 Canadian 
pediatric surgery divisions 
that constitute the 
Consortium. The Consortium 
leadership is anchored at the 
Montreal Children’s with Dr. 
Sherif Emil serving as 
Consortium Chair, Dr. 

Pramod Puligandla serving 
as a Steering Committee member, and Ms. Elena Guadagno (pediatric surgery 
research project manager) serving as National Coordinator.   

 

CanCORPS founding members at the inaugural meeting in July 2018 
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4. In March 2019, Dr. Sherif Emil undertook his 4th pediatric surgery mission to the 
Africa Mercy, the world’s largest civilian hospital ship, currently docked in 
Conakry, Guinea. Dr. Emil was 
accompanied by surgery 
resident, Dr. Kathryn Larusso, 
the current Jean-Martin 
Laberge fellow in global 
pediatric surgery. Their blogs 
were posted on the facebook 
page of the Royal College of 
Physicians and Surgeons of 
Canada. A live video session 
with Dr. Emil and Dr. Larusso was 

broadcast from the 
pediatric ward of the 
Africa Mercy. This video, 
also posted on the Royal 
College site,  was viewed 
by more than 12,000 
people within one week 
of its posting. It can be 
seen here. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TheRoyalCollege/videos/2051828164864513/ 
 

Dr. Emil and his family on the Africa Mercy. 

The Africa Mercy OR staff including Dr. Katie LaRusso and Dr. Sherif 
Emil on their last day on the ship 
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5. The Canadian Association of Paediatric 
Surgeons celebrated its 50th anniversary at its 
September 2018 meeting. As part of the 
celebration, a day was dedicated to CAPS 
Founders. Dr. Frank Guttman, one of the CAPS 
founders (4th from the left front row in the 
picture) was honored in a genuinely moving 
ceremony. Dr. Guttman, past chief of pediatric 
surgery at McGill and the Montreal Children's 
Hospital recently moved to Toronto to be 
closer to family. 
              

6. The Division of Pediatric General and Thoracic Surgery hosted the 2019 Murphy 
Visiting Professor. The program was quite unique with two speakers, Dr. Peter 
Masiakos, a pediatric surgeon at the Massachusetts General Hospital and 
Associate Professor of Surgery at Harvard University and the Honorable Stephen 
Baddour, former Massachusetts State 
Senator. The two speakers presented 
an inspiring talk on the role of 
surgeons in political advocacy for 
children. A half-day trauma 
symposium followed that included 
speakers from five divisions. A 
dinner was hosted later that night by 
Dr. Farmer for the two speakers, as 
well as the fellows and staff 
surgeons of the Division (picture). 

 
 Sherif Emil, MD,CM, FRCSC, FACS, FAAP 
 
  

CAPS founders at September 2018 meeting  
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Division of Pediatric Neurosurgery 
 
The Division of Pediatric Neurosurgery has continued training Fellows and Residents in 
its state of the art Facility at the Glen.  We have introduced several new interventions in 
our armamentarium including minimally invasive suturectomies for some synostosis 
cases, the development of endoscopic more elaborate procedures with the use of smaller 
rigid scopes for cyst fenestrations and deep seated tumor biopsies as well as for choroid 
plexus cauterization approaches.  The coupling of rigid endoscope with neuronavigation 
really adds to the safety of the procedures done.   We have been more involved in skull 
base surgery and  in particular transphenoidal surgeries.  We continue to be very active 
in our spasticity program and have increased our numbers in epilepsy surgery.  This is 
largely through the use of a multi-modality evaluation of patients which includes MRI, 
telemetry, neuropsychology, PET scan SPECT scan, magnetoencephalography and stereo 
EEG as well as occasionally GRID implantation.   

 

We continue to have a Fellowship even if we were without a Fellow for about 4 months at 
the beginning of the year as a result of the withdrawal of Saudi residents and fellows.  In 
the summer time we are expecting to have a brief period of 4 months of overlap with 
two fellows, Dr. Ayman Bahatheq who will complete his fellowship and the arrival of Dr. 
Raoul Viera, a Mexican graduate who is also a Lieutenant Colonel in the Mexican army.   

Finally we are fortunate to have relatively senior residents from the McGill Residency 
Program and our clinical nurse specialist, Mme Julie Brouillard completes our clinical 
team. I would like to end by congratulating Dr. Dudley for receiving the Award of 
Excellence in Surgical Teaching for 2017-2018. 

Respectfully submitted by: 

Jean-Pierre Farmer, M.D., C.M., F.R.C.S. (C), D.A.B.P.N.S. 
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Division of Pediatric Ophthalmology 
 
Preamble:  

Our disciplines of Paediatric Ophthalmology and Genetics and 
their intersection continue to lead Ophthalmology and 
Medicine in the rapidly emerging, cutting edge, genetic, cell 
and drug treatments for childhood blindness due to inherited 
retinal degenerations. Untreatable diseases are now in-part 
treatable, arrestable or able to be slowed down. Retinal 
imaging and visual function endpoints are also rapidly 
evolving to keep pace with these treatments. At the MCH, we 
are trying to lead, co-lead, innovate and participate in this 
exciting new discipline. 

Clinical updates for paediatric ophthalmology: 
 
At the TCC, we saw ~4000 patients. Most patients were 
primary care, which illustrates the need for this facility. Complex cases were 
immediately sent/referred to MCH/Glen. 

Innovations: We are implementing a primary eye care clinic. We recently started 
performing short eye surgeries under local anaesthesia, to decrease the waiting list of 
the Glen OR. Also recently, we started resident-, medical school- and fellow- 
teaching and supervisions at the TCC, as a McGill-affiliate institution. Finally, we 
developed a new walk-in clinic, without appointments. 

At Kateri in Kahnawake, we saw 450 Mohawk, mostly children for primary care. 

Innovations: We are making a new eye clinic at Kateri Memorial hospital with an 
emphasis on primary care kids ophthalmology. 

 
At the Glen we saw ~9000 patients, mostly emergencies, tertiary care, and surgical 
care, and performed 540 surgeries. 

Innovations: We received increased orthoptics support and nursing support. The cases 
are getting more complex and there is still a waiting list. We are teaching more 
medical students, pre medical students and orthoptics students. 

Subretinal surgery depositing 
the REP-1 gene in a patient 
with Choroideremia 
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Community service: 
 
Dr. Khan has created and developed a new surgical and clinical eye hospital in Pakistan. 
She visits Pakistan to teach there and reach out to patients, several times per year. 

We continue to service the Mohawk communities of Quebec, monthly. 

New instruments in the OR and clinic: 
 
We received $300,000.00 CDN and purchased instruments for electro diagnostics, 
microperimetry and in vivo retinal microscopy. We obtained a new cataract machine. 

Research: 
 
We are participating in six 
human clinical trials, one for 
retinal safety, and five for 
treatment studies in childhood 
blindness (coPIs. Drs Toffoli, 
Khan, PI. Dr. Koenekoop). 

 
Latest studies: We are starting a 
novel treatment study to 
evaluate gene editing by intra- 
vitreal injection of a small 
molecule RNA made of 
antisense oligo-nucleotide 
(ASO) for childhood blindness 
due to LCA, RP and Usher 
Syndrome. The ASO splices out the disease-causing mutation, allowing a normal protein 
to be expressed, leading to increased retinal function and vision. 

Recruitment: 
 
We are currently mentoring several residents and fellows towards paediatric ophthalmology 
and retinal surgery. 
We want to recruit a full time Paediatric Ophthalmologist. 
We want to recruit a part-time retinal surgeon/specialist (PEM elsewhere). 
We are recruiting a part time paediatric ophthalmologist trained at Mayo clinic, currently 
(PEM elsewhere). 

Various routes of drug/gene/cell administration into the eye, 
including intra-vitreal injection 
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We want to recruit an orbital, plastic, reconstructive fellow (McGill grad) at MD Anderson Cancer 
Center, (PEM in Nunavut), for part time at 
MCH. Projection is July 2019 
We want to appoint a retinal researcher 
to collaborate with us on the gene-
editing in childhood blindness studies, 
trained at Moorfields, University College, 
London, UK. 
 
Awards: 
 

1. NIH grant (National Eye Institute). 
R01 “Antisense therapy for the 
treatment of visual loss in Usher 
syndrome. Drs. Lentz and 
Koenekoop. USD $1.5 million. 

2. Fellow of the Association of Research 
for Vision and Ophthalmology (FARVO)(RKK)  

3. MCH Foundation research award (RKK). 
 
  

 
Respectfully submitted by Robert Koenekoop MD, PhD, FARVO, February 4, 2019 

 

Division of Pediatric Orthopedic Surgery 
 
Dr. Thierry Benaroch was promoted to Associate Professor in the Department of Pediatric Surgery of 
the Faculty of Medicine on July 1, 2018. 
 

Nomination of Dr. Thierry Pauyo: 
We are pleased to welcome back Dr. Thierry Pauyo to our orthopaedic team.  Dr. 
Pauyo is an Orthopaedic Surgeon at the Shriners Hospital for Children®- Canada, 
Montreal Children`s Hospital and the Montreal General Hospital of the McGill 
University Health Center; as well as an Assistant Professor of the Department of 
Surgery and Pediatric Surgery at McGill University. 
 
Dr. Pauyo completed his Pediatric Orthopedic Fellowship at the Boston`s Children’s 

Hospital in Boston, MA, USA; as well as, a Sports Medicine Fellowship at the University of Pittsburg 
Medical Center in Pittsburg, PA, USA.  He is also involved with Partners in Health (PIH) in Haiti where 
he is involved with capacity building in orthopedic care in Cange and at l’Hôpital Universitaire de 

The Eye Team (missing Drs. Daniela Toffoli and Ayesha Khan) 
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Mirebalais.  Dr. Pauyo was the recipient of the Herodicus Travelling Fellowship Award for the 
American Orthopedic Society of Sports Medicine in 2017. 
 
Dr. Pauyo’s clinical interests are Pediatric Orthopedic Surgery, Sports Medicine, Adolescent and Adult 
Hip Arthroscopy, Cartilage Repair and Restoration, Osteochondral Lesion, Knee Arthroscopy and 
Complex Knee Injuries, and Shoulder Instability.  His research interests are Stem Cell and 
Osteochondral Lesion, Athletic Overuse Injury, and Young Athletic Hip Impingement and Instability. 
 
Dr. Hamdy recipient of the Richard L. Cruess Award for Academic Achievement May 3, 2018   
     
The division of Orthopedic Surgery of McGill University 
honored Dr. Reggie Hamdy with the first "Richard L. 
Cruess  Award for Academic Excellence" .  
This new award was established in honor of Dr. Cruess, 

orthopedic surgeon, 
who played a leading 
role at McGill 
University as Dean of 
the Faculty of 
Medicine, researcher 
and Professor.  Dr. Cruess was our chief surgeon from 1970 to 
1982.    

It is extremely telling that Dr. Hamdy was chosen to receive this high honor unanimously by his 
peers (adult and pediatric orthopedic surgeons). Dr. Hamdy 
credits Dr. Cruess for mentoring him and shaping the 
surgeon and teacher he is today.  Dr. Hamdy equally 
recognized and thanked the Shriners organization and its 
members for their invaluable support.  Please join us in 
congratulating Dr. Hamdy who like his predecessor, is 
building his own unique legacy of knowledge, research and 
innovation that will inspire and challenge generations of 
students and surgeons to come. 

 
The Pediatric Orthopaedic Division was pleased to welcome Dr. Michelle James as its 33rd Annual 
Eugene Rogala Visiting Professor on Thursday November 8th, 2018. Dr. Michelle James is currently a 
Professor and the Chief of Pediatric Orthopedic Surgery at University of California Davis School of 
Medicine. She is the Chief of Staff of Orthopaedic Surgery of the Shriner’s Hospitals for Children, 
Northern California. Dr. James is well known for her outstanding academic career, and her work in 
promoting women surgeons. She is a world expert in treating pediatric hand and upper extremity 
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conditions. She received multiple awards 
for her charity and education work, 
including the Golden Apple Award of 
Health Volunteers Overseas (HVO) 
organization. 
Shortly after arriving in Montreal, Dr. 
James “broke the ice” with an informal 
Resident-only dinner. The following day, 
Dr. James commenced the academic 
presentations with Orthopaedic Surgical 
Grand Rounds at the Shriners Hospital 
on, “Pediatric Hand Surgery in a 
Resource Poor Environment”.  
The day continued with many pediatric upper extremity case presentations and discussions, 
including upper limb trauma, congenital conditions, brachial plexus injuries and deformities of the 
hand and upper limb. This was followed by the Annual Pediatric Orthopaedic Division Dinner at the 
Crowley Arts Center. The events concluded following the dinner. The entire Division was left with 
plenty of food for thought and was honored to have Dr. James visit our institution and share her 
wisdom.  
 
François Fassier, M.D., MSc, F.R.C.S. (C) and Chief of Staff Emeritus of Shriners Hospitals for Children 
- Canada : Recipient of a Distinction from the Governor General of Canada  
On February 14, 2019, François Fassier, M.D., MSc, 
F.R.C.S. (C) and Chief of Staff Emeritus of Shriners 
Hospitals for Children - Canada was awarded the 
Honorary Recipient of the Meritorious Service Cross 
(Civil Division) from The Governor General of Canada, 
for the development, with Dr. Duval, of the Fassier-
Duval Telescoping IM System. The Fassier-Duval 
Telescopic Intramedullary System is a self-extending 
rod designed for patients suffering from 
Osteogenesis Imperfecta (OI), skeletal dysplasia and 
other bone deformities. Created to prevent or 

stabilize fractures, or correct deformity of long bones 
whilst growth occurs.bones whilst growth occurs.  
 
  

Dr. Fassier (right) and Dr. Duval (left) receiving the 
Meritorious Service Cross with Her Excellency The Right 
Honorable Julie Payette, Governor General of Canada 
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Ms. Rania Iliyan, administrator of the 
Orthopaedic Residency Program, won the McGill 
2017-2018 Principal’s Awards for Administrative 
and Support Staff. 
 

*************************** 
 

McGill Scoliosis & Spinal Fellowship Reunion, 
June 7-10, 2018, Shriners Hospital for Children-
Canada 

 
 
 

Division of Pediatric Otolaryngology Head and Neck Surgery 
 
We would like to welcome Dr. Joshua Gurberg to our division at the Montreal Children’s Hospital.  He 
will be starting in his new position in August 2019.  His Otolaryngology residency was from July 
2013 – June 2018 at the University of British Columbia.  He is presently completing a fellowship in 
Pediatric Otolaryngology at the Boston Children’s Hospital, Harvard University.  He has a special 
interest in Eustachian tuboplasty and pediatric otology.  He will be an excellent addition to the 
Cochlear implant team at the MCH.   

 
Drs Carol Nhan and Sarah Bouhabel have recently been 
appointed as associate staff at the Montreal Children’s 
Hospital.  Their interest is the Pediatric Voice.  A new voice 
clinic will soon be established within the division. 
 
The 16th Annual Melvin D. Schloss Lectureship and 13th 
Annual International Pediatric Otolaryngology Update will be 
held on June 13, 2019.  The guest lecturers will be Dr. Karen 
Zur from the Children’s Hospital of Pennsylvania and Dr. 
Christopher Hartnick from the Boston Children’s Hospital.   
 
The Auditory Science Laboratory under the direction of Dr. 
Sam Daniel continues to be the forerunner in Pediatric 
auditory research in the world.  Dr. Daniel was recently 
presented with the Hugh Hallward Research Chair.  His 
personal research projects involve hearing loss associated 

with Ototoxicity.  Dr. Daniel was appointed this year as Scientific Program Chairman of the American 
Society of Pediatric Otolaryngology.   
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Since our last report, our division has been extremely active clinically working hard at clearing our 
surgical waiting list.  This was made possible by the injection of additional operative time by our 
department in order to allow us to reach and maintain targets.  We have been pro-active prior to the 
move at diverting primary care to associates in the community.  The challenge has been with an 
increase in our tertiary and quaternary care volume with airway cases, difficult otology cases, velo-
pharyngeal deficiency (VPD), sinus pathology, dysphagia, drooling, skull base and neck masses.  Our 
specialty multi-disciplinary clinic of airway, otology, drooling.  Reflux, dysphagia, and vertigo have 
also seen an increase in the referral base that is mismatched with our support, which brings 
challenges that we are working hard on addressing.   
 
Our physicians remain productive in education, particularly simulation-based and CPD.  Our division 
is also active in basic-science teaching and clinical research.   

Respectfully submitted by Sam J. Daniel, MDCM, FRCSC 

Division of Pediatric Plastic Surgery 

The Division of Plastic Surgery at the Montreal Children’s Hospital has had another productive year. 
Our clinical volume has remained very busy, with a focus on tertiary care reconstruction. As such, we 
continue to see large numbers of referrals from across the province for our specialized services in 
craniofacial and cleft diagnoses, pediatric burn care, vascular malformations, ear reconstruction and 
complex hand and brachial plexus surgery.  
 
The H.B. Williams Craniofacial and Cleft Surgery Unit at the MCH has grown in volume as well, 
continuing to provide state-of-the-art, multidisciplinary care for our patients. Both Drs. Gilardino 
(Director) and Cugno provide the majority of plastic surgery services for the cleft and craniofacial 
team, complemented by Dr. Lessard.  A true multidisciplinary team - Plastic Surgery, ICU, 
Respirology, ENT, Ophthalmology, SLP, Orthodontics, Oral surgery, Dentistry, Pediatrics, 
Neurosurgery and others-  come together to improve the quality of life for children born with 
complex facial anomalies. The unit is fortunate to have incredible staff that aim to provide support 
to families and patients undergoing complex reconstructions. Our team members include Mr. 
Frederic Lacroix (craniofacial team nurse specialist), Ms. Linda Dehbi (coordinator) and Ms. Gabrielle 
Laderoute (surgical booking team leader). We have recently expanded our orthodontic team with the 
addition of Dr. Claudia Giambattistini who joins our orthodontic services director, Dr. Broula Jamal 
to form one of the most experienced craniofacial orthodontic centres in the country. Last but not 
least, we are fortunate to have the strong support of our MCH Foundation and the donors in our 
community who continue to provide us with the funding necessary to provide top-notch care to all 
of our patients. 
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From a research perspective, MCH plastic surgery continues to highly productive. Dr. Gilardino 
received a major five-year CIHR grant with his collaborator Dr. Barralet investigating technology to 
improve bone healing and reconstruction in young patients. Our continued collaboration with 
respirology (Dr. Cote) has allowed us to refine the use of home oximetry in the diagnosis of 
obstructive airway conditions – research that has been presented internationally and will result in an 
MSc degree for our previous research fellow Dr. Rafael Galli.  
 
Our division has published and presented plenty this year as well. Dr. Cugno was honoured this past 
year with an invitation to be the co-editor of a major internationally authored pediatric plastic 
surgery textbook – which should be published in the coming year. Our current fellow (Dr. Hanan 
AlHusainan) and Dr. Gilardino authored a chapter on complex facial clefts in this upcoming 
textbook. Drs. Lessard, Gilardino and Zammit (R3) co-authored a chapter on craniosynostosis for a 
textbook designed for medical students. As a division, we published over 10 pediatric papers in 
high-ranked, peer reviewed plastic surgery journals. Notably, Dr. Gilardino was invited to write a 
CME article on the current management concepts for Non-Syndromic Craniosynostoses, as well as 
an invited review paper on the management of Treacher Collins Syndrome (co-authored by Dr. 
Albaraa Algerian, R3). Our unique, combined experience (neurosurgery and plastic surgery) with 
managing craniosynostosis in a non-ICU setting was also published, demonstrating a more cost-
effective strategy for in-patient care that also liberates ICU beds. Dr. Gilardino was also named an 
Associate Editor for our specialty’s landmark journal – Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery. 
 
From a teaching standpoint, Dr. Lessard has taken on the role of chair of education for the 
International Society of Plastic Surgery (ICOPLAST) – a colossal responsibility. Dr. Gilardino was 
honoured with the McGill Faculty of Medicine Honour List for Educational Excellence Award for 
teaching. He continues to be active in surgical education research and currently supervises two MSc 
candidates (Drs. Zammit and Jabheri) who both were awarded CIHR grants in surgical education 
research.  
 
Lastly, we underwent a leadership change in early 2019. After 10 years of hard work at the helm, Dr. 
Lessard stepped down but will continue to be active clinically and academically. We thank her for her 
tireless effort and leadership! The search committee appointed Dr. Gilardino as the new Chief of 
Plastic Surgery for both the Montreal Children’s Hospital as well as at McGill University/McGill 
University Health Centre. 
 
Our Division looks forward to growing in 2019 and our continued contribution to the Department of 
Pediatric Surgery at the MCH! 
 
Respectfully submitted by Mirko S. Gilardino, MD, MSc, FRCSC, FACS 
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Division of Pediatric Urology 

The year 2018 was notable for Dr Roman Jednak stepping down as director of our division after 
successfully completing a third 5 year term.  During his 15 year tenure the division doubled  in staff 
with the recruitment of both Drs Capolicchio and El-Sherbiny.  Testament to Dr Jednak’s fair and 
honest leadership, the division has been stable with 3.5 FTE attendings, the largest service in the 
province and one of the most academically productive in the country. We are grateful for his tireless 
contributions to service within the 
hospital and university, having been 
on innumerable committees within 
the MCH, the Urology residency 
program, the Royal College of 
Surgeons of Canada and the Pediatric 
Urology fellowship program.  
Dr El-Sherbiny, program director for 
McGill Urology residents, embarked 
on the daunting task of re-inventing 
Urology residency training evaluation 
with the competency by design revolution mandated by the RCPSC.  Dr. Alex Brzezinski  entered his 
39th year of dedicated service to children, sharing his time and widely recognized expertise in 
urethral reconstruction with the Jewish General Hospital. 
Dr J-P Capolicchio completed a 6 year mandate as Associate Chair for Peri-Operative Services in the 
Department of Pediatric Surgery.  He was lead author on the Canadian Urological Association-
Pediatric Urologists of Canada guideline on the investigation and management of antenatally 
detected hydronephrosis. 
 
The Division hosted Professor Alaa El Ghoneimi from  Hôpital universitaire Robert-Debré, Paris, 
France for the annual HB Williams Research Day in the Department of Pediatric Surgery on June 14, 
2018. In addition to the day’s activities he presented the lecture-"Minimal invasive surgery in 
pediatric urology:  beyond innovation, what are we evaluating since 20 years?" 

 

Respectfully submitted by J.-P. Capolicchio, MDCM, FRCSC, FAAP 
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Nos coordonnées/Contact Us : 
Département de chirurgie pédiatrique 
L’Hôpital de Montréal pour enfants 
Centre universitaire de santé McGill 
Department of Pediatric Surgery 
The Montreal Children’s Hospital 
McGill University Health Centre 
 

1001 Boulevard Decarie, B05.3018 
Montreal, QC H4A 3J1 
Tel: 514-412-4488 
Josee.lamarre@muhc.mcgill.ca 
Visitez nous sur le web/Find us on the Web: 
https://www.mcgill.ca/childrens-surg/ 
(Site en construction /Site under construction) 
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