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L’ 
The 

Mot du rédacteur en chef  
Voici la deuxième édition de l’infolettre du Département de 
chirurgie pédiatrique, le « OR Times ».   
Encore une fois, ce numéro présente les activités  des différentes 
divisions du Département  de  chirurgie pédiatrique qui sont 
survenues au cours derniers six mois.  
J’aimerais remercier tous les directeurs de division qui ont 
contribué à cette édition.  
De plus, un grand merci à Josée Lamarre pour son aide dans la 
préparation de cette publication.   
Je vous souhaite une agréable lecture. 
Le prochain numéro sera distribué d’ici environ 6 mois. 
Cordialement, 
Melvin Schloss, MD, FRCSC 
Rédacteur en chef 

Word from the Editor 
Welcome to the second issue of the Department Welcome to the 
second issue of the Department of Pediatric Surgery newsletter, 
the “OR Times”. 
This issue once again highlights the activities over the past six 
months of the surgical divisions in the Department of Pediatric 
Surgery.  
I would like to thank all of the division directors who contributed 
to this edition.  Also, many thanks to Josée Lamarre for her 
assistance in this publication.  
I hope that you enjoy reading this issue. 
The next issue will be distributed in approximately 6 months. 
Sincerely,  
Melvin Schloss, MD, FRCSC 
Editor  
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Chair’s Report 

Eulogy for Dr. Williams: 

Dear Bruce and David, Dear Beatrijs and Bethany, Dear Martjin , Patrick, 
Ryan, Andrew and Jason 

Dear extended Williams’s family, Dear Friends, Dear Colleagues, 

We are here today to celebrate the long, productive and highly 
successful journey of Dr. H. Bruce Williams.  As many of you know, his journey started near 
New Glasgow Nova Scotia.  He attended a single classroom grade school in Barney’s River 
and successfully proceeded to graduate from Acadia University and then McGill Medical 
School, residency in plastic and reconstructive surgery and to fulfill a prolific 60 year career 
at McGill.  His career was characterized primarily by 
charismatic leadership in very demanding and 
concomitant long winded mandates, some of longer 
than 20 years, as residency program director, chairman 
of the Division of Plastic Surgery and Surgeon-in-Chief 
at the Montreal Children’s Hospital.  Internationally, he 
has led many Societies, some as the first and only 
Canadian to do so, and received many accolades 
including The Honorary Award from the American 

Association of Plastic Surgeons and more recently the 
Order of Canada for his meticulous work in plastic and 
reconstructive surgery.  On April 21st, McGill University recognized his lifelong contribution 
by having the McGill flag fly at half-mast. 
Let us reflect on what it is that made Dr. Williams so successful and appreciated by all?  
Such a career obviously demands perseverance and determination, talent and proficiency in 
your field, and professionalism.  However, I think Dr. Williams’ most precious quality has 
been his passion and in particular his passion for people.   

First, of course for his patients and their families where he has been a pioneer and a healer.  
Remarkably, however, even in his leadership positions he has also relentlessly cared for the 
success of others, cared for his residents and fellows, cared for his colleagues in plastic 
surgery and for his colleagues in pediatric surgical disciplines as the surgeon-in-chief at 

Dr. Williams receiving the Order of Canada 
from The Honorable Governor General David 
Johnston. 
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the Children’s Hospital.   I realized after succeeding him, that 
even when occasionally Wendy would inform us that “he was 
consulting Dr. Green” on a sunny hazy summer afternoon, he 
was in fact still caring for people and sharing his passion for 
people with his golf partners.  His passion has generated 
through contagious philanthropy, transformational gifts that 
have helped so many people start their clinician-scientist 
career, initiate a new specialized program recruit and retain 
talent or help patients when public funding was falling short 
of the objective.  To this day, the MCHF golf committee which 
he co-founded has “Helping People” as its mission statement.  
Their hard work under his leadership has led to the creation 
of the Dorothy Williams, Tony Dobell and Hugh Hallward 
Chairs, the David Murphy Visiting Professorship and 
supported may fellowships to name a few. 

I think I can speak for all by saying that we will miss most of 
all his affable personality.  The morning of his departure, despite him being unable to 
speak, he was listening as Lucie Lessard and I were sharing recent developments in our 
respective areas with him and with a sparkle in his eye he put his right thumb up to 
communicate his enthusiastic approval.  This is who he was.   Dr. Williams proudly attended 
the 1st seven H. Bruce Williams Pediatric Surgery Research Days.  He appreciated most the 
efforts and the success of young colleagues which transpired in their research reports.  This 
tradition is now set in stone to honor his memory and to have the generations of academic 
surgeons who will follow him remember the altruistic person he was.  Dr. Williams, we miss 
you dearly but we will remember the gentleman you were and we pledge to respect your 
tremendous legacy….and we know that you will be discretely watching!  

Respectfully submitted: 
 
Jean-Pierre Farmer, M.D., C.M., F.R.C.S.(C), D.A.B.P.N.S. 
Dorothy Williams Professor and Chair 
Department of Pediatric Surgery 

Five Williams grandsons in front of 
McGill flag flying at half-mast in 
honor of Dr. Williams 
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Divisional Heads’ Reports 

 
Division of Pediatric Dentistry 
 
New concept for orthodontic services at the Gilman 
Orthodontics, sometimes called dentofacial orthopedics, is a specialty of Dentistry dealing 
with diagnosis, prevention and correction of malpositioned teeth and jaws. There has always 
been orthodontic care offered at the Children’s but recent months have brought exciting 
developments in the way orthodontic care is organized. It is a great pleasure to share 
information about this reorganization of services offered at the MCH-Gilman site. 

The concept is a team of 3 orthodontists, all former MCH residents, Dr. Marie-Claude 
Chouinard, Dr. Adriano Farina and Dr. Jean Rizkallah, sharing the same goal of providing 
compassionate care to special needs patients while providing other children with 
interceptive and complete orthodontic treatments. They are also committed to giving back 
to the MCH through teaching and supervising our residents.  

Dr. Marie-Claude Chouinard received her Doctor of Dental Surgery 
degree from the University of Montreal in 2013. She pursued her dental 
training at the Montreal Children's Hospital, completing a 
Multidisciplinary Residency Certificate. She then attended the University 
of Connecticut School of Dental Medicine, where she obtained her 
Advanced Orthodontics training. During her training, Dr. Chouinard 
achieved a Masters in Dental Science performing a randomized clinical 
trial on the acceleration of tooth movement. She is currently a member 

of the American Association of Orthodontics as well as the Canadian Association of 
Orthodontics. Outside of the MCH, Dr. Chouinard also works in private practice in Laval and 
is teaching the undergraduate students of Dentistry at McGill University.  
 
Dr. Adriano Farina earned his dental degree from McGill University in 
2011. After completing the General Practice Residency program at 
the Montreal Children’s Hospital, Dr. Farina continued his education 
in the postdoctoral orthodontic program at Case Western Reserve 
University, in Cleveland, Ohio. Upon graduating, he received both a 
certificate in Orthodontics and Master of Science, as well as the 
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Sanford Neuger Award for clinical excellence. He is a member of numerous professional 
organizations in both the United States and in Canada. Outside of the MCH, Dr. Farina 
continues to work in his private practice, providing smiles to both children and adults in 
Pointe-Claire. 

Dr. Jean Rizkallah graduated from the Faculty of Dentistry of the 
University of Montreal in 2009. He subsequently completed a 
Multidisciplinary Residency Certificate at the Montreal Children's 
Hospital. In 2014, Dr. Jean Rizkallah completed his specialty in 
orthodontics and a Master in Dental Sciences at the University of 
Montreal focusing on tooth movement in OI-mice treated with 
bisphosphonates. He is a member of numerous professional 

organizations and the co-Director of Montreal Spear's Study club. When he is not at the 
MCH, his private practice is in Cartierville, Montreal.  

Patients can be referred to the Division of Dentistry through OACIS consultation, paper 
consultation or by making an appointment at 514-412-4479. A regular dental examination 
at the MCH is necessary before being referred to the orthodontic clinic. Please note that 
orthodontic care is not covered by RAMQ but we try to keep costs down for the benefit of 
our patients.  
 
New Mandate for Dr. Geneviève Chiasson, 
                                                                                 
It gives me great pleasure to announce that the McGill Faculty of Dentistry recently 
appointed MCH's Dr. Geneviève Chiasson as new Director of the Oral and Maxillofacial 
Surgery Residency program.  
Before becoming a member of the Department of Surgery at the MCH-MUHC, Geneviève 
graduated from the Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Program at Montefiore Medical Center, 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine in New York. Wanting to deepen her knowledge, she 
completed a Fellowship in Cleft and Craniofacial Surgery in the 
division of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery at University of 
Western Ontario.  
Dr. Chiasson is a member of multiple professional associations and 
acts as an examiner on the Royal College of Dentistry of Canada 
(RCDC) in her speciality. She is a part of the Smile International 
Foundation, where she acts as a Surgical Team Leader.  

  5 OR TIMES | Vol. 1 – Issue 2  July 2017 
 



 

Congratulations Geneviève on your new mandate. Your dedication to your patients and 
students is a blessing for the Children's.  
 

UPDATE ON RESEARCH IN THE DIVISION OF DENTISTRY 

 
The Division of Dentistry has a dynamic research program focusing on dental chronic 
diseases in childhood, and more specifically, on the role of social, biological and 
environmental factors in the incidence of dental caries. Our team also studies the 
application of new biomaterials for clinical problems of pediatric patients. 
Here are recent highlights from the program : 
 
A huge thank you to the authors for their hard work.  
 
Publications accepted recently are the following : 

 Chan E.K.M, Desmeules M, Cielecki M, Dabbagh B, Ferraz dos Santos B. 
Revascularization of immature necrotic permanent teeth: a 24-month 
follow-up, Journal of Endodontics  

 Fontaine-Sylvestre C, Roy A, Rizkallah J, Dabbagh B, Ferraz dos Santos B. 
Prevalence of malocclusion in Canadian children with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder. American Journal of Orthodontics and Dentofacial Orthopedics 

Recent awards are the following:  

 Congratulations to Dr Edwin Chan for winning the best graduate student 
presentation award at the CAPD annual meeting in September 2016 held in 
Toronto for the project  Revascularization of immature necrotic permanent 
teeth: a 24-month follow-up 

 Congratulations to Dr Erica Abbey and Dr Natalie Arshat for winning the 
alpha Omega award for best resident presentation award at the McGill Oral 
Health Research Event held in January 2017 for their project Consequences 
of long wait time for dental treatment under general anesthesia in the 
pediatric population 

 
 
Annie Marleau                                                                                                                                                                             
Chief Division of Dentistry 
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Division of Pediatric General and Thoracic Surgery 
 
1. In late 2016, The Division of Pediatric General and 
Thoracic Surgery established the Jean-Martin Laberge 
Fellowship in Global Pediatric Surgery, the first such 
fellowship of its kind. The fellowship, created to 
honor the legacy of Dr. Laberge and his dedication to 
the care of children worldwide, was supported by the 
Zoe Saskin Ski for the Children Fund through the 
Montreal Children's Hospital Foundation. The Division 
has launched an ambitious campaign seeking 
matching funds from its alumni to support the fellowship for for the first 5 years.   
 
2. In December, the Division of Pediatric General and Thoracic Surgery, in collaboration with 
the oncology service, hosted the third annual Blair Whittemore Visiting Professor. The visitor 

was Dr. Peter Ehrlich from the University of Michigan, a 
leader in pediatric surgical oncology and an international 
authority on Wilms' tumors. Dr. Ehrlich presented pediatric 
grand rounds on December 7. He then toured the hospital 
and saw patients with the pediatric surgery meeting. At 
noon, a joint meeting of pediatric surgery and pediatric 
oncology took place, where Dr. Ehrlich gave an informal 
presentation followed by case presentations by the surgical 

and oncology fellows. Dr. Ehrlich was also the guest of honor at the annual Whittemore 
dinner hosted by the Cedars Cancer Foundation at the Mount Royal Club. 
 
3. In January, Dr. Sherif Emil went on his second surgical mission to the Africa Mercy, this 
time stationed in Benin. Dr. Benin was accompanied by 
Dr. Yasmine Yousef, a surgical resident from U de M, 
and currently a research fellow in pediatric surgery at 
the MCH. Dr. Emil also mentored local surgeons from 
Benin. Dr. Emil and Dr. Yousef presented a joint 
surgical grand rounds on March 2nd titled "Mission to 
the Africa Mercy: Staff Surgeon and Trainee 
Perspectives".   
 
Sherif Emil, MD,CM, FRCSC, FACS, FAAP 
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Division of Pediatric Neurosurgery 
The Division of Neurosurgery has continued to progress in its use of the intraoperative MRI 
suite for the benefit of the patients that we treat.  We have been able to further develop 
catheter tracking devices to facilitate cystic tumor management or shunting of deeply 
placed cysts or ventricles.  In the last several months we placed three Ommaya reservoirs 
using a frameless tracking device into craniopharyngioma patients to decompress the cysts 
with the hope that perhaps simple decompression and surveillance scanning would be 
sufficient.  One of the patients is currently undergoing interferon injections into this 
reservoir to reduce craniopharyngioma fluid accumulation.   

Our fellow, Dr. Fahad Al Alotaibi completed his fellowship with 240 neurosurgical cases, 
approximately 45 of those being brain tumors.  He has collaborated as well extensively with 
the craniofacial team in providing collaborative care of these patients with us.  Our new 
fellow, Dr. Amal Saleh AlYahya, joined the service on July 1st for a period of 12 months.  She 
is a fully trained neurosurgeon from Riyadh.  Her mentors during training are ex-fellows 
from our program.   

We continue to collaborate extensively using Telehealth with our colleagues in pediatric 
neurology and pediatric oncology from CHUL in Quebec as well as our pediatric oncology 
colleague from Sherbrooke in the management of patients who receive their neurosurgical 
care from us and their adjuvant care from referral centres throughout the province.  This is 
greatly facilitated by an inter PACS communication with MRI information mostly and 
Telehealth based joint Tumor Board.   

It is through this PACS information and Telehealth referrals that we are able to continue to 
follow up our patients at a distance for years after they’ve had their neurosurgical 
intervention. 

We have also progressed in the field of minimally invasive synostosis surgery and in our 
collaboration with the craniofacial service for distraction procedures to obtain more 
complete corrections of cranial deformities over a longer period of time.   

In the near future, we are looking forward to increasing our ability to investigate intractable 
epilepsy in patients using telemetry beds on 8 South given the bed flow initiatives that have 
been put in place and the recruitment of a new neurology epileptologist to replace Dr. 
Bernard Rosenblatt who after many years of superb contribution to the field is winding 
down his career.    

Respectfully submitted by Jean-Pierre Farmer, M.D., C.M., F.R.C.S.(C), D.A.B.P.N.S. 
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Division of Pediatric Ophthalmology 
 
This is our second report to the OR bulletin.  
 
CLINICS:  
We are slowly settling in and navigating in the new landscape of complex care at the Glen 
Eye clinic and primary eye care at the new adjacent Children’s Clinic (the TCC), within the 
confines of budget restrictions and patient quotas. In 2016, the full time staff (three; Drs 
DT, AK and RKK) at the Glen saw 9000 patients and 4000 at the TCC. We are trying to teach 
more and see more complex cases at the Glen and harmonize with the TCC where we teach 
less, and see primary care. We teach medical students residents and fellows at the Glen and 
have started teaching medical students at the TCC.  
It is obvious from the thousands of referrals that this is not an easy procedure and that 
there is a very significant absence of paediatric eye care expertise in the community. 
Paediatricians and Optometrist cannot help us to see, diagnose and manage the thousands 
of babies with prematurity or those below the age 3 and 4.  
We continue to have subspecialty clinics at the Glen in neuro-ophthalmology (Dr. DT), and 
childhood blindness from retinal degenerations (Dr. RKK) and have successfully added a 
new exciting phakomatosis clinic (Dr. AK), where we see and manage all the patients with 
Sturge Webber, NF1, NF2, and many other diagnoses. We are accepting these referrals; 
please make sure to mention the name of the clinic and doctor for these.  
We also have a dedicated Uveitis clinic. We do once a week FUP clinic for patients who have 
been on the wait list for more than one year, 45- 50 patients are seen in this clinic every 
week. 
 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH: 
We currently see all the babies and children of the Mohawk population and visit the 
communities monthly (Kahnawake, Quebec). We also service the Cree populations and visit 
POV.  
 
RESEARCH: 
In addition to the regular genetic discovery research of retinal degenerations, we are also 
involved in three human clinical trials to test new treatments for blindness; an oral drug 
with QLT Inc (phase lll), a new gene therapy surgery with Nightstarx Inc (phase ll), and a 
stem cells surgery with Asterella Inc (phase l). Several residents are actively participating 
and learning clinical trial procedures. 
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This year we have started two new clinical research projects; a sedation study to test 
intranasal midazolam vs oral chloral hydrate to test whether we can do small surgeries and 
exams outside of the main OR, led by Dr. Khan. In a second new study we are documenting 
the ocular and visual consequences of meningitis, led by Dr. Toffoli. A third study is a 
resident research project on the quantitative assessment of the full-field and 
multifocal electroretinogram in detecting Hydroxychloroquine associated retinal toxicity in 
children. A fourth project is a Medical student research project on a strabismus audit. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Robert Koenekoop MD PhD 
 
Division of Pediatric Orthopedic Surgery 

 
We are very pleased to welcome back Mitchell Bernstein to our orthopaedic 
team. Dr. Bernstein was born and raised in Montreal.  He finished his 
residency training in orthopaedic surgery with us at McGill in 2012.   

 
Mitchell then completed two fellowships. First, a trauma program in Seattle 

Washington at Harborview Medical Center, where he gained experience in severe adult and 
pediatric trauma.  Subsequently, he completed a fellowship at the Hospital for Special 
Surgery, Cornell Medical College in New York City, in Limb Lengthening and Complex 
Extremity Reconstruction. There he learned the Ilizarov Method, and adjunct techniques for 
complex limb salvage, limb lengthening and realignment.  He has been on staff at Loyola 
University Medical Center in the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery for the past three 
years. During his last year, he received the staff award for most outstanding educator.  

 
Dr. Bernstein is currently appointed as an assistant professor in the Departments of Surgery 
and Pediatric Surgery at the University. He will serve as Head, Pediatric Orthopaedic Trauma 
at the Montreal Children’s Hospital, and Co-Director alongside Reggie Hamdy of the Limb 
Deformity Unit at the Shriners Hospital for Children.  

 
His expertise will expand to include treating adolescent and adult patients. He is a member 
of the Orthopaedic Trauma team at the Montreal General Hospital and will be responsible 
for treating all limb deformity and complex posttraumatic reconstruction at that site.  
 
He will be developing an adolescent and adult osteogenesis imperfecta clinic, providing 
continuity of care for these complex patients that are often left without a physician after 
they leave the care of the Shriners.  
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Mitchell has a strong research interest, particularly in value-based health care delivery. He 
is currently working on a multicenter study involving eight Level I trauma centers in the 
United States comparing the cost of common orthopaedic surgical procedures.  He will 
expand this research into the Canadian health care sector.  He is expected to work towards 
a tenure-track position at McGill.  
 
Again, welcome back Dr. Bernstein – it is an exciting time for the MCH, Shriners and MGH!  
 
Reggy C. Hamdy, MB, M.Sc. (Orth.), FRCSC 
 

Division of Pediatric Otolaryngology Head and Neck Surgery 
Since our last report, our division has been extremely active clinically working hard at 
clearing our surgical waiting list. This was made possible by the injection of additional 
operative time by our department in order to allow us to reach and maintain targets. We 
have been pro-active prior to the move at diverting primary care to associates in the 
community. The challenge has been with an increase in our tertiary and quaternary care 
volume with airway cases, difficult otology cases, velo-pharyngeal deficiency (VPD), sinus 
pathology, dysphagia, drooling, skull base and neck masses. Our specialty multi-
disciplinary clinic of airway, otology, drooling. Reflux, dysphagia, and vertigo have also seen 
an increase in the referral base that is mismatched with our support, which brings 
challenges that we are working hard on addressing. An additional pediatric otolaryngology 
recruit this summer will help our division continue delivering the quality and timely care we 
all strive for. 
 
On the academic front, our division pursues its rayonnement by hosting the 11th Annual 
International Pediatric Otolaryngology Update and 14th Annual Melvin D. Schloss 
Lectureship. Our international guest speakers include Dr Deepak Mehta (Texas), Chairman 
of the American Society of Pediatric Otolaryngology who will be entertaining us on robotics 
in pediatric otolaryngology, Dr Pierre Fayoux (France) who will be the 7th Annual McGill 
Otolaryngology Sciences Laboratory Lecturer discussing the neonatal airway, and Dr Tal 
Marom (Israel) sharing with us the latest on otitis media.   
 
Our physicians remain also productive both in Education, particularly simulation-based and 
CPD as well as in basic-sciences and clinical research.    

Respectfully submitted by Sam J. Daniel, MDCM, FRCSC 
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Division of Plastic Surgery 

Montreal Children’s Hospital – Tribute to Dr. Williams 

It is a great honor for me to write a few words in tribute to such a great plastic and 
reconstructive surgeon, Dr. H. Bruce Williams. 

Dr. Williams, even at the end of his career recently just about a year 
ago, would see a child in consultation in his then small MCH Clinic 
prior to the move to the new Glen site, calmly bent over to examine a 
hand or a face with attention and manage in a few seconds to connect 
with the child, reassure the mother and teach the residents /students. 
He did this with the same compassion and care for the patient at the 
end of his practice that he must have done at the beginning of his 
practice. It was simple but kind and fascinating to watch. At the same 
time, he would have a note written, the forms filled for an OR and 
have managed to reassure the entire family in a very efficient manner 

- he had this down to an art, looking easy like a Baryshnikov dance 
for every patient. I frequently ran my clinic next to him – it was a 
pleasure to watch my former chief and colleague. 

Dr. Williams was born in Barney’s River, Nova Scotia and would always 
mention that he was not from Barney’s but rather “Barney’s Station” – 
higher class attributed to his town. Dr. Williams was very proud of his 

Nova Scotia roots and began 
his education there in a one 
room schoolhouse. Over the 
years he shared with me many times how while still 
a student he was helping the teacher with the 
children in the grades below him – I believe perhaps 

it was there that his love of children and teaching 
begun; this one room schoolhouse which is now a 

The illustration of Dr. 
Williams through the eyes 
of a 4-year old patient, was 
given as a gift in 
commemoration of his 
service as Surgeon-in-Chief 
at the Montreal Children's 
Hospital - the text on the 
child's handmade drawing 
is:  To my dearest Dr. 
Williams with love, John 
Agelidis 4.5 years old and 
on the other side:  Thank 
you for taking such a good 
care of me, the smile and 
the big heart are telling 
and priceless. 

Picture of Dr. Lessard with the 2016 residency 
program (17 residents and fellow) in Plastic Surgery, 
all working at the MCH and the MUHC. 
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Canadian Heritage Site is where Dr. Williams can arguably said to have begun his teaching 
career.  

Another event that most likely contributed to Dr. Williams’s healing 
skills in plastic surgery centered on one of his older brothers Sidney 
who had a traumatic accident as a teenager at the family sawmill 
business and unfortunately lost a hand and forearm. Early on, Dr. 
Williams was exposed to hand trauma as his older brother lived with a 
metallic hook as was often the case before Microsurgery.   

Bruce practically taught himself microsurgery since he was trained 
before microsurgery came on as a surgical innovation and went on to 
replant with the microscope and today’s technology, hands and 
traumatic injury on many children and adults through his career.  

His education was completed at Acadia University and then at McGill 
Medicine and Plastic Surgery for his entire residency where he was 
offered a staff position at the end of his studies at the Montreal 
General Hospital and the Montreal Children’s Hospital under Dr. 
Woolhouse in 1963. 

Dr. Williams became a world known figure for his work on 
peripheral nerve because of his research next to Fraser 
Gurd’s lab of the 9th floor in the laboratories at the Montreal 
General Hospital where we still have our research labs with 
Dr. Anie Philip PHD. His commitment to pediatric surgery in 

Plastic and Reconstructive surgery was important – his focus 
being cleft lip and cleft palate which he had been doing his 
entire career, holding multidisciplinary meetings even on 
Saturdays - he was very committed to taking care of the 
“little patients in the big hospital” as he used to say.  

Having been invited 100 times as a guest speaker and/or 
visiting professor and having 113 publications over his 

Picture of the opening of 
the HB Williams Cranio-
facial and Cleft Lip/Cleft 
Palate Unit at the Montreal 
Children's Hospital on June 
7, 2010. Dr. Williams & Dr. 
Lessard and the launching 
of the first Annual HB 
Williams Pediatric Research 
Day in 2010. 

Picture from the MUHC en-Bref of the 
Division of Plastic and Reconstructive 
Surgery Staff:  from left to right:  Dr. 
Sabrina Cugno, Dr. Omar Fouda Neel, 
Dr. James Lee, Dr. Lucie Lessard 
(Division Chair), Dr. Teanoosh Zadeh, 
Dr. Mirko Gilardino (Program Director).  
(Missing:  Dr. Mario Luc, Dr. René 
Crépeau and Dr. Gaston Schwarz).  In 
the background, picture of Dr. HB 
Williams in his conference room at the 
MGH – with close to 60 graduates 
pictures which he did participate to 
train in Plastic Surgery. 
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career, Dr. Williams kept an interest in hemangioma /vascular malformation, burn and kept 
working on multidisciplinary cases with all the other divisions.  
 
In addition to his great teaching skills, he showed great leadership. He was the Chief of the 
Division of Plastic Surgery following Dr. Woolhouse for 20 years. He then followed this 
leadership position with another one as the Surgeon-in-Chief at the Montreal Children’s 
Hospital for 13 years where he took over in 1993 replacing another wonderful Surgeon Dr. 
Tony Dobell – cardiac surgeon, his predecessor and colleague.  
 
Dr. Williams showed leadership in many national and 
international plastic surgery societies and to this day, he 
remains the only Canadian to have been appointed as 
President of the American Society of Plastic Surgeons 
(ASPS) – quite an achievement. 

Through his long career Dr. Williams received 21 awards 
from societies and colleagues and was honored in 2015 by 
His Excellency the Right Honourable David Johnston, 
Governor General of Canada and former Principal of McGill 
University as a Member to the Order of Canada. Dr. 
Williams was recognized for his contributions to the 
practice of plastic surgery, particularly for helping burn 
victims as well as young people with congenital 
abnormalities, cleft lip and cleft palate. 

As a philanthropist he founded the annual golf tournament turning his 
major sport and one of his loves into a successful fundraiser at the Royal 
Montreal Golf Club for the Craniofacial Program in the Division of Plastic 
and Reconstructive Surgery as well as other pediatric needs of the 
Montreal Children’s Hospital. This tournament continues each year and 
now supports many projects and Chair’s, medical and surgical, at the 
Children’s. With the passing of his wife, Dr. Williams embarked with 
McGill University to fundraise for the establishment of the Dorothy 
Williams Chair in Pediatric Surgery at the Montreal Children’s Hospital 
currently held by Dr. Jean-Pierre Farmer. 

This great vacation family picture in 
Biddeford Pool, Maine.  Left to right:  Dr. 
Williams, Bethany (wife of David), David, 
Beatrijs (wife of Bruce Jr), Bruce Jr and 
Dorothy (Dr. Williams's wife) and his 
grandchildren.  This picture was the one 
that he cherished of his family and that he 
kept on his desk at the Montreal Children’s 
Hospital. 

Picture of Dr. Williams 
and his dog Daisy 
during a vacation in 
Maine - 2 of his loves:  
Golfing and his golden 
retriever. 
  14 OR TIMES | Vol. 1 – Issue 2  July 2017 
 



 

Even with all of his professional commitments, he found time to play golf, raise 2 sons - 
both McGill graduates in engineering with MBA’s and spend his later years with his dogs – 
who were truly “man’s best friend”.  Always a golden retriever, for over 20 years Daisy was 
spoiled with treats for every trick that she would come up with – she is now staying with Dr. 
William’s devoted secretary of many years Wendy Lynch on a lovely farm. 
 
Bruce’s charisma was infectious and touched everyone and everything he came into contact 
with him, he will be missed. 
 
Dr. Lucie Lessard M.D., FRCSC, FRCSC, FACS 
Plastic Surgeon, Craniofacial Surgeon & Microsurgeon 
Chair, Division of Plastic Surgery Pediatric and Adult 
MUHC & McGill University 
Founder and Director, Post-Graduate Craniofacial Fellowship Program 
Chair, Education Committee, International ICOPLAST 
 

Division of Pediatric Urology 

The period since our arrival at the Glen has seen the Division settle into a busy clinical 
practice offering services to both the hospital community as well as outpatient pediatric 
community practices.  In addition to urologic clinics on the Glen site we have continued to 
grow our multidisciplinary relationships with other clinical services through combined 
clinics. These include the Adolescent GU Anomalies Clinic (with Adolescent Medicine, 
General Surgery, and Gynecology), the Anorectal Anomalies Clinic (with General Surgery), 
the Disorders of Sexual Differentiation Team (with Endocrinology/Genetics), and the Uro-
Nephro Clinic (with Nephrology).  Joint efforts with Neurosurgery, Physiotherapy, and 
Pediatrics have seen the Spina Bifida clinic reestablished itself under the coordination of Dr. 
June Ortenberg. Our excellent Urology nursing specialists, Line Di Re and Marika Edvi, have 
created a bladder retraining facility offering both behavioral and biofeedback services to 
children with all types of bladder dysfunction. The 2016-2017 academic year brought us a 
clinical fellow, Dr. Yahya Al Sagr, who will be completing his training in June 2017.  

The division members are active with administrative roles on a number of levels. Dr. 
Capolicchio continues on as Chair of Peri-Operative Services and as site director for Urology 
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at the Shriners Hospital for Children. He remains on the Continuing Medical Education 
Committee of the Quebec Urological Association. Dr. El-Sherbiny was selected as the new 
Urology Residency Program Director and he will see us through the major changes in 
surgical training expected with the coming of competency based training for our future 
trainees. He continues working with the Program for Palestinian Surgeons where he is head 
of the committee for the development of a Pediatric Urology training program. His surgical 
missions have now been incorporated into the residency training curriculum for those 
residents interested in global health. Dr. Jednak continues to serve as Director for the 
Division of Pediatric Urology and remains on the Royal College Executive Examination 
Committee for Urology.  

The Division of Pediatric Urology has published 5 manuscripts in 2016. Our clinical research 
fellow Dr. Amr Hodhod , was instrumental in generating these publications. Research 
projects continue in the areas of minimally invasive surgery, hydronephrosis, 
reconstruction, and neurogenic bladder. A number of publications have been accepted for 
presentation at upcoming national and international meetings. This coming spring Pediatric 
Urology will host the27th Annual McGill Urology Research Day where the visiting Professor 
will be Dr. Julia Spencer Barthold. The event will highlight advances in both clinical and 
surgical research and serve as a platform for residents, fellows and, graduate students to 
present their work.  

Roman Jednak, M.D.C.M, F.R.C.S.C. 

Division of Pediatric Cardiac Surgery 
The Division of Pediatric Cardiac Surgery will be reporting in the next issue of the OR Times. 
 
 

 
 
Nos coordonnées/Contact Us : 
Département de chirurgie pédiatrique 
L’Hôpital de Montréal pour enfants 
Centre universitaire de santé McGill 
Department of Pediatric Surgery 
The Montreal Children’s Hospital 
 
 

    
 

1001 Boulevard Decarie, B05.3018 
Montreal, QC H4A 3J1 
Tel: 514-412-4488 
Josee.lamarre@muhc.mcgill.ca 
Visitez nous sur le web/Find us on the Web: 
http://www.medicine.mcgill.ca/pediatricsurgery/ 
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