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Upcoming: 

 

25th Annual McGill Pain Day   

January 21st 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

1) Special Update 

 

25th Annual McGill Pain Day: 

 

When:   January 21st. 2021 
 
Where:   ONLINE!! 
 
Guest Lecturer:  Robert Dworkin PhD. 
   Professor of Anesthesiology and  
   Perioperative Medicine,  
   University of Rochester Medical Centre. 
 

See Attached Poster! 

 
 
 

mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca
https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/people/23059177-robert-h-dworkin


 
 

Congratulations to Luda on her CRC Tier 1 Award 
 
Our congratulations go out to Luda on having been named as a CRC Tier 1 chair in the 
most recent list of awards (16 Dec 2020).  
 
 

CPS Board – Treasurer 

 

The Canadian Pain Society is seeking someone for the position of Treasurer. The term of 

office starts June 1st, 2021, and is for 3 years (until May 31st, 2024). However, as the 

current Treasurer is departing on Jan 31st, the new Treasurer will be assuming office, on 

an interim basis, starting Feb 1st. Applications are due by Jan 6th, 2021 at 11:59 EST. An 

online voting system will be used to determine the outcome if necessary.  

 

For more information, visit their website 

 

McGill to change planning process for  

large-scale infrastructure projects 

 

CFI will start running the Innovation Fund (IF; these are distinct from the LOF applicants 

that go with CRCs or recruitments) grant competition for major research infrastructure on 

a regular basis, every two years, starting in 2022. The next call for competition is slated to 

be issued in the fourth quarter of 2021, and proposals will be expected to be submitted by 

the second quarter of 2022. 

 

Most CFI projects require coordination between several departments, affiliated hospitals 

and RIs in our network, and sometimes between Faculties at McGill. Space requirements 

and needs for renovations have also been a bottleneck that manifested often too late in 

the process, sometimes even after the funds were granted, impeding the productivity and 

early competitiveness of the project.  

 

As a result, McGill will be modifying the way in which IF applications are made. It is 

experimental at this point. Essentially, ideas / needs should now be identified to the 

VPRI’s office as early as possible. They will be responsible to coordinate with Faculties on 

respective needs and to identify potential synergies.  

 

For more information or to submit an idea, check out their website. 

 

 

https://www.mcgill.ca/newsroom/channels/news/twenty-five-canada-research-chairs-awarded-mcgill-327105
https://www.canadianpainsociety.ca/event-4084007
https://www.mcgill.ca/research/research/funding/eoi


 

 

QPRN Pilot Project Competition 

 

This program is intended as a springboard to initiate and promote an innovative, non-

funded research component, which is not part of the member’s regular scientific program. 

Through this program, the scientist will be able to verify the feasibility of an innovative 

concept and gather preliminary data that will allow them to submit a complete application 

to the major granting agencies. Applications must be submitted by Feb 26th, 2021. For 

more information and to apply, visit their website.  

 

CPS Early Career Investigator Research Grant Program. 

 

This grant providea operating funds for early career researchers who recently (within 5 

years) entered a faculty position at a Canadian academic institution (university or health 

centre). It supports operating costs, but not investigator salary, equipment purchases or 

indirect costs, and allows early career investigators to conduct pilot or preliminary 

research that can be used as the basis for a Tri-Council grant submission.  

 

Two one-year grants of $50,000 each are available: one in basic science and one in 

clinical science/translational science. For more information and to apply, visit their 

website. Applicatoins are due on Feb 1st, 2021 

 

 

QPRN Lunch and Pain Speaker Program 

 

The QPRN has organized a monthly lecture series designed to bring the community 

closer together by sharing knowledge and experience. These lunch-and-pain-discussions 

will take place the last Friday of every month from 12-1PM. The presentations will be 

followed by a discussion period. They are presently looking for proposals from the 

community for the Winter 2021 series. Visit this weblink for more information.  

 

If you have anything of interest, please send it in! sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca 

 

 

 

 

https://qprn.ca/en/pilot-projects/
https://www.canadianpainsociety.ca/event-4093981
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc_pJnXBjjf-nxPqg4_NKtNpnYXauBftiaOH9enR4jVmnb-gg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca


 

 

 

2) Journal Club 
 

Pain Centre Journal Club 

 

Thursdays 9:30-11:00 

Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89574842488 

 

Presenters should send their article to sec.paincenter@mcgill.ca the Monday before 

presenting 
 

 

 

Date  Presenting Lab 

January 14  Mogil 

January 28 Diatchenko 

February 11 Séguéla 

February 25 Roy 

March 11 Grant 

March 25 Trainees only – Haley Deamond 

April 8 AEPMU 

 
 

Paper Selection: 

 
Presenters are encouraged to select a recent, high-impact, pain-related paper that 
they find interesting! 

 
 

3) Frontiers in Pain Research 

 

2020-2021 SEMINARS 
 

The Frontiers in Pain will resume its activities on February 17th 2021. 

 

Save the dates:  Feb 17, Mar 17 and Apr 21 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89574842488
mailto:sec.paincenter@mcgill.ca


4) Other Lectures of Interest 

 
AEPMU: 

 

 Pain Rounds, Now: Melzack Pain Lecture Series:  

 

Watch previous lectures here 

 

 

5) Upcoming Student Seminars 

 

Pain Research Forum Webinars 

 

Want to expand your knowledge about pain? You might want to check out the PRF 

webinars. They are held every week or so, and have speakers from around the world. If 

you miss a webinar, no problem. They are recorded and are available on-line for you to 

watch at your leisure. For more details, check out their website! 

 

If you have anything of interest, please send it in! sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca 

 

6) Upcoming Events 

 

CPS Annual Meeting, April 28-30, 2021 

 

This year’s CPS annual meeting will be held virtually from April 28th to 30th, 2021. The 

meeting is organized as an online event. Keynote and Plenary lectures will be given by 

David Bennett, Oxford (Mary Ellen Jeans Keynote Lecture), Sarah Ross, Pittsburgh 

(Basic Science Plenary), and Sean Mackey, Stanford (Clinical Plenary). 

 

For more information or to register at the early bird rates, visit their website.  

 

2nd Provincial Symposium on Chronic Pain 

 

The organizing committee has just announced that a second conference will be held 

virtually on March 26, 2021. The conference will involve a series of panels, plenaries and 

small group sessions, that will appeal to a broad range of clinicians and researchers. If 

you would like to be kept informed, check out their website or subscribed to their 

newsletter.  

 

https://www.mcgill.ca/paincentre/cme-rounds-lectures
https://www.painresearchforum.org/forums/webinar
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca
https://www.canadianpainsociety.ca/event-4092807
https://mailchi.mp/9febcaa2edbc/time-to-submit-your-poster-register-to-the-conference-32121?e=6d0a669d39
http://colloquedouleur.org/


Effervescence Stars Contest 

 

Effervescence is an event that brings together researchers in the life sciences and health 

technology spheres who work in government, academia and industry. This year the event 

will be held virtually from March 15th to 17th, 2021.  

 

The Stars Contest is a program that is intended to recognize three young researchers 

working in Quebec who have distinguished themselves. Winners will be given, amongst 

other things, an opportunity to be featured at this virtual meeting, which attracts an 

international audience. The $1,000 cash prize would also be nice! 

 

Eligible candidates must be presently working in a research institution recognized by the 

FRQ, with no more than 10 years of service. They also need to have been involved with 

joint academic-industry research programs or launching startups.  

 

Application deadline is Jan 25th, 2021 at 5pm local time.  

 

For more information about the meeting, visit their website. For more information about 

the Stars Contest, read the posted PDF on the subject here.  

 

If you have anything of interest, please send it in! sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca 

 

7) Career/Job Opportunities 
 

Post-doctoral position - Diatchenko Lab 

 

Luda Diatchenko’s lab is looking for a new PDF to carry out experiments studying the 

genetic mechanisms of the immune systems contribution to pain state development and 

persistence. This person will design and execute experiments studying the functional 

molecular biology of pain-relevant genes and pathways, including measuring transcript 

and protein expression, in vitro cellular functionality assays and animal behavior 

experiments.  For more information about the position, consult its posting on the Pain 

Research Forum website. 

 

If you are interested in applying, contact Luda (luda.diatchenko@mcgill.ca). 

 

 

 

 

 

https://effervescencemtl.com/en/
https://effervescencemtl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/effervescence-stars-contest-application.pdf
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca
https://www.painresearchforum.org/members/jobs/151595-postdoctoral-fellowship
mailto:luda.diatchenko@mcgill.ca


 

Research Associate – Diatchenko & Grant Labs 

 

Luda and Audrey are jointly hiring a Research Assistant or Research Associate 

(depending on the qualifications of the candidate) in the Faculty of Dentistry at McGill 

University for a 1-year contract. This research opportunity is focused on applying 

statistical genomics approaches directed towards chronic pain development, conditions 

featuring chronic pain, and pain sensitivity. 

 

For more information on the position, check out its LinkedIn post.  

 

Graduate and PDF positions available – Wideman Lab 

 

Tim Wideman has advised us that he is looking to expand his lab with either graduate 

students or postdoctoral fellows. The positions are available in Theme 2 (Pain education 

for health professionals) and Theme 3 (Person-centred approaches to pain management) 

in his research program. If you are interested, consult the posting on the Pain Research 

Forum website or contact Tim (timothy.wideman@mcgill.ca) for more information.  

 

If you have anything of interest, please send it in! sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca 

 

8) AECRP in the News 

McGill issues press release for the Nature paper on which Gabriella is a co-author. 
 
McGill Press Room, “New use for an old drug: How does ketamine combat depression?”, 
16 Dec 2020 
 
This story has been picked up by: 
Genetic Engineering & Biotechnology News, 17 Dec 2020 
 
Futurity, 18 Dec 2020 
 
Gilmore Health News, Tampiwa Chebani, “McGill University study shows how ketamine 
treats severe forms of depression”, 02 Jan 2021,  
 
Todd Vogel’s (Roy Lab) interview from Livescience is picked up here.  
 
Health24, Zakiyah Ebrahim, “Some people would rather endure physical pain than having 
to think too hard, study reveals”, 17 Dec 2020 
 
If you have anything of interest, please send it in! sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca 

https://ca.linkedin.com/jobs/view/research-associate-at-mcgill-university-2322520482?refId=82026f8a-2c88-4f57-b0ce-738879094b6e&trk=public_jobs_topcard_title
https://www.mcgill.ca/spot/timothy-h-wideman
https://www.painresearchforum.org/members/funding-opportunities/157017-scholarship-pain-research
mailto:timothy.wideman@mcgill.ca
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca
https://www.mcgill.ca/newsroom/channels/news/new-use-old-drug-how-does-ketamine-combat-depression-327092
https://www.genengnews.com/news/how-ketamine-works-as-an-antidepressant-in-the-brain/
https://www.futurity.org/ketamine-depression-2489672-2/
https://www.gilmorehealth.com/mcgill-university-study-shows-how-ketamine-treats-severe-forms-of-depression/
https://www.livescience.com/mental-effort-physical-pain-trade-off.html
https://www.news24.com/health24/mental-health/brain/news/some-people-would-rather-endure-physical-pain-than-having-to-think-too-hard-study-reveals-20201217-4
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca


9) Recent Publications  
 
Redesigning the Preoperative Clinic: From Risk Stratification to Risk Modification 
Franco Carli, Gabriele Baldini, Liane S Feldman 
JAMA Surg. 2020 Dec 9. 
 
Impact of COVID-19 on Canadian anesthesia resident matching: challenges and 
opportunities for applicants 
Kacper Niburski, David-Dan Nguyen, Pablo Ingelmo, Natalie Buu 
Can J Anaesth. 2020 Dec 11;1-2. 
 
A cumulative impact of psychological and sensitization risk factors on pain-related 
outcomes. 
Uddin Z, Woznowski-Vu A, Flegg D, Aternali A, Wideman TH. 
Pain Pract. 2020 Dec 14. 
 
The Stressful Characteristics of Pain That Drive You NUTS: A Qualitative Exploration of a 
Stress Model to Understand the Chronic Pain Experience. 
Pagé MG, Dassieu L, Develay E, Roy M, Vachon-Presseau E, Lupien S, Rainville P. 
Pain Med. 2020 Dec 15:pnaa370. 
 
Antidepressant actions of ketamine engage cell-specific translation via eIF4E 
Argel Aguilar-Valles, Danilo De Gregorio, Edna Matta-Camacho, Mohammad J 
Eslamizade, Abdessattar Khlaifia, Agnieszka Skaleka, Martha Lopez-Canul, Angelica 
Torres-Berrio, Sara Bermudez, Gareth M Rurak, Stephanie Simard, Natalina Salmaso, 
Gabriella Gobbi, Jean-Claude Lacaille, Nahum Sonenberg. 
Nature. 2020 Dec 16. 
 
A reconceptualization of the negativeself-stereotyping of the patient-partner to the 
introduction of the patient perspective consultant.  
Hovey RB, Pavate V, Vigouroux M, Amja K.  
Perm J 2020;24:20.006. 
 
Accuracy of initial psychiatric diagnoses given by nonpsychiatric physicians: a 
retrospective chart review.  
AlSalem M, AlHarbi MA, Badeghiesh A, Tourian L.  
Medicine. 2020;99:51(e23708). 
 
Thoughts on the 2019 American Academy of Sleep Medicine position statement on 
chronic opioid therapy and sleep. 
Lavigne GJ, Herrero Babiloni A, Mayer P, Daoust R, Martel MO. 
J Clin Sleep Med. 2020 May 15;16(5):831-833. 
 
 
 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33295945/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33306158/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33306158/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33316140/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33316140/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33319901/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33319901/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33328636/
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Richard_Hovey/publication/346720297_A_Reconceptualization_of_the_Negative_Self-Stereotyping_of_the_Patient-Partner_to_the_Introduction_of_the_Patient_Perspective_Consultant/links/5fcfa91e299bf188d403dacb/A-Reconceptualization-of-the-Negative-Self-Stereotyping-of-the-Patient-Partner-to-the-Introduction-of-the-Patient-Perspective-Consultant.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Richard_Hovey/publication/346720297_A_Reconceptualization_of_the_Negative_Self-Stereotyping_of_the_Patient-Partner_to_the_Introduction_of_the_Patient_Perspective_Consultant/links/5fcfa91e299bf188d403dacb/A-Reconceptualization-of-the-Negative-Self-Stereotyping-of-the-Patient-Partner-to-the-Introduction-of-the-Patient-Perspective-Consultant.pdf
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33371117/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33371117/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32052741/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32052741/


 

An International Delphi Consensus on Non-pharmacological Interventions for 
Fibromyalgia [abstract]. 
Kundakci B, Hall M, Atzeni F, Branco J, Buskila D, Clauw D, Crofford L, Fitzcharles M, 
Georgopoulos V, Gerwin R, Kosek E, Macfarlane G, Neal C, Rudin N, Ryan S, da Silva J, 
Taylor A, Turk D, Whibley D, Doherty M, Zhang W, Abhishek A.  
Arthritis Rheumatol. 2020; 72 (suppl 10). 
 
Reply to Chaturvedi. 
Fitzcharles MA, Clauw DJ, Häuser W, Cohen SP. 
Pain. 2020 Nov;161(11):2652-2653. 
 
 
If you have anything of interest, please send it in! sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca 

 If you are alumni and would no longer like to receive AECRP emails, please email Ana Maria at 
sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca from the subscribed email account with the subject line  

To be included in this newsletter, please send announcements to sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca by 
Monday 12PM. 

https://acrabstracts.org/abstract/an-international-delphi-consensus-on-non-pharmacological-interventions-for-fibromyalgia/
https://acrabstracts.org/abstract/an-international-delphi-consensus-on-non-pharmacological-interventions-for-fibromyalgia/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33065699/
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca


 

 

If you have something you'd like to submit to our future newsletter, please send 
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Upcoming: 

 

25th Annual McGill Pain Day   

January 21st 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

1) Special Update 

 

25th Annual McGill Pain Day: 

 

When:   January 21st. 2021 
 
Where:   ONLINE!! 
 
Guest Lecturer:  Robert Dworkin PhD. 
   Professor of Anesthesiology and  
   Perioperative Medicine,  
   University of Rochester Medical Centre. 
 

See Attached Poster! 

 
 
 

mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca
https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/people/23059177-robert-h-dworkin


 

 

QPRN Pilot Project Competition 

 

This program is intended as a springboard to initiate and promote an innovative, non-

funded research component, which is not part of the member’s regular scientific program. 

Through this program, the scientist will be able to verify the feasibility of an innovative 

concept and gather preliminary data that will allow them to submit a complete application 

to the major granting agencies. Applications must be submitted by Feb 26th, 2021. For 

more information and to apply, visit their website.  

 

CPS Early Career Investigator Research Grant Program. 

 

This grant providea operating funds for early career researchers who recently (within 5 

years) entered a faculty position at a Canadian academic institution (university or health 

centre). It supports operating costs, but not investigator salary, equipment purchases or 

indirect costs, and allows early career investigators to conduct pilot or preliminary 

research that can be used as the basis for a Tri-Council grant submission.  

 

Two one-year grants of $50,000 each are available: one in basic science and one in 

clinical science/translational science. For more information and to apply, visit their 

website. Applications are due on Feb 1st, 2021 

 

CPS eNews Winter 2021 

 

The next edition of the Canadian Pain Society’s eNews will be coming out in the near 

future. They have made an open request for the submission of articles (250-300 words 

max) for inclusion. If something new and exciting is happening in your lab, or if there is a 

pain-related activity that should be better known, why not submit? They must be sent to  

enews@canadianpainsociety.ca by MONDAY, JANUARY 18, 2021 11:59 EST. 

 

If you have anything of interest, please send it in! sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca 

 

 

 

https://qprn.ca/en/pilot-projects/
https://www.canadianpainsociety.ca/event-4093981
mailto:enews@canadianpainsociety.ca
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca


 

 

2) Journal Club 
 

Pain Centre Journal Club 

 

Thursdays 9:30-11:00 

Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89574842488 

 

Presenters should send their article to sec.paincenter@mcgill.ca the Monday before 

presenting 
 

 

 

Date  Presenting Lab 

January 14  Mogil 

January 28 Diatchenko 

February 11 Séguéla 

February 25 Roy 

March 11 Grant 

March 25 Trainees only – Haley Deamond 

April 8 AEPMU 

 
 

Paper Selection: 

 
Presenters are encouraged to select a recent, high-impact, pain-related paper that 
they find interesting! 

 
 

3) Frontiers in Pain Research 

 

2020-2021 SEMINARS 
 

The Frontiers in Pain will resume its activities on February 17th 2021. 

 

Save the dates:  Feb 17, Mar 17 and Apr 21 

 

 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89574842488
mailto:sec.paincenter@mcgill.ca


 

4) Other Lectures of Interest 

 
AEPMU: 

 

 Pain Rounds, Now: Melzack Pain Lecture Series:  

 

Watch previous lectures here 

 

 

 Research Seminar Series - Core Center for Patient-centric Mechanistic 

Phenotyping in Chronic Low Back Pain  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Epigenetics and chronic pain: what is it and why should I care?” 

 

Laura Stone, PhD 

Professor, Department of Anesthesiology 

University of MinnesotaUniversity of Minessota 

Core Center for Patient-centric Mechanistic Phenotyping in Chronic Low Back Pain 

 

THUR, JAN 14th, 12:00pm-1:00pm (PT) 

Register at bit.ly/REACH-Seminar 

 

QPRN Lunch and Pain Speaker Program 

 

The QPRN has organized a monthly lecture series designed to bring the community 

closer together by sharing knowledge and experience. These lunch-and-pain-discussions 

will take place the last Friday of every month from 12-1PM. The presentations will be 

followed by a discussion period. The first such presentation will be given on Friday, 

January 29th, 2021, starting at 12 noon.  Visit this weblink for more information.  

https://www.mcgill.ca/paincentre/cme-rounds-lectures
https://airtable.com/shrGuNxg0Hz6CeQNS
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc_pJnXBjjf-nxPqg4_NKtNpnYXauBftiaOH9enR4jVmnb-gg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0


 

5) Upcoming Student Seminars 

 

Pain Research Forum Virtual Correspondents Program 

 

The purpose of the PRF Correspondents program is to provide early-career pain 

investigators, including undergraduate students, graduate students, and postdoctoral 

researchers, with knowledge, skills and best practices needed to communicate science 

effectively to a wide range of pain researchers and to patients and the broader public. 

 

Applications are due not later than January 27th, 2021. For more information or to apply, 

visit their website.  

 

 

Pain Research Forum Webinars 

 

Want to expand your knowledge about pain? You might want to check out the PRF 

webinars. They are held every week or so, and have speakers from around the world. If 

you miss a webinar, no problem. They are recorded and are available on-line for you to 

watch at your leisure. For more details, check out their website! 

 

If you have anything of interest, please send it in! sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca 

 

 

6) Upcoming Events 

 

Canadian Arthritis Research Conference, Feb 16-17, 2021 

 

Their annual research meeting will be held online this year. If you register before January 

19th, there is an early bird rate. For more information or to register, visit their website. 

 

CPS Annual Meeting, April 28-30, 2021 

 

This year’s CPS annual meeting will be held virtually from April 28th to 30th, 2021. The 

meeting is organized as an online event. Keynote and Plenary lectures will be given by 

David Bennett, Oxford (Mary Ellen Jeans Keynote Lecture), Sarah Ross, Pittsburgh 

(Basic Science Plenary), and Sean Mackey, Stanford (Clinical Plenary). 

 

For more information or to register at the early bird rates, visit their website.  

https://www.painresearchforum.org/news/blog/140686-iasp-pain-research-forum-virtual-correspondents-program
https://www.painresearchforum.org/forums/webinar
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca
https://arthritis.ca/get-involved/participate/find-an-event-near-you/events/educational-events/nat/canadian-arthritis-research-conference-research-with-impact
https://www.canadianpainsociety.ca/event-4092807


 

 

 

2nd Provincial Symposium on Chronic Pain 

 

The organizing committee has just announced that a second conference will be held 

virtually on March 26, 2021. The conference will involve a series of panels, plenaries and 

small group sessions, that will appeal to a broad range of clinicians and researchers. If 

you would like to be kept informed, check out their website or subscribed to their 

newsletter.  

 

Effervescence Stars Contest 

 

Effervescence is an event that brings together researchers in the life sciences and health 

technology spheres who work in government, academia and industry. This year the event 

will be held virtually from March 15th to 17th, 2021.  

 

The Stars Contest is a program that is intended to recognize three young researchers 

working in Quebec who have distinguished themselves. Winners will be given, amongst 

other things, an opportunity to be featured at this virtual meeting, which attracts an 

international audience. The $1,000 cash prize would also be nice! 

 

Eligible candidates must be presently working in a research institution recognized by the 

FRQ, with no more than 10 years of service. They also need to have been involved with 

joint academic-industry research programs or launching startups.  

 

Application deadline is Jan 25th, 2021 at 5pm local time.  

 

For more information about the meeting, visit their website. For more information about 

the Stars Contest, read the posted PDF on the subject here.  

 

If you have anything of interest, please send it in! sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca 

 

7) Career/Job Opportunities 
 

Post-doctoral position - Diatchenko Lab 

 

Luda Diatchenko’s lab is looking for a new PDF to carry out experiments studying the 

genetic mechanisms of the immune systems contribution to pain state development and 

https://mailchi.mp/9febcaa2edbc/time-to-submit-your-poster-register-to-the-conference-32121?e=6d0a669d39
http://colloquedouleur.org/
https://effervescencemtl.com/en/
https://effervescencemtl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/effervescence-stars-contest-application.pdf
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca


persistence. This person will design and execute experiments studying the functional 

molecular biology of pain-relevant genes and pathways, including measuring transcript 

and protein expression, in vitro cellular functionality assays and animal behavior 

experiments.  For more information about the position, consult its posting on the Pain 

Research Forum website. 

 

If you are interested in applying, contact Luda (luda.diatchenko@mcgill.ca). 

 

 

Research Associate – Diatchenko & Grant Labs 

 

Luda and Audrey are jointly hiring a Research Assistant or Research Associate 

(depending on the qualifications of the candidate) in the Faculty of Dentistry at McGill 

University for a 1-year contract. This research opportunity is focused on applying 

statistical genomics approaches directed towards chronic pain development, conditions 

featuring chronic pain, and pain sensitivity. 

 

For more information on the position, check out its LinkedIn post.  

 

Graduate and PDF positions available – Wideman Lab 

 

Tim Wideman has advised us that he is looking to expand his lab with either graduate 

students or postdoctoral fellows. The positions are available in Theme 2 (Pain education 

for health professionals) and Theme 3 (Person-centred approaches to pain management) 

in his research program. If you are interested, consult the posting on the Pain Research 

Forum website or contact Tim (timothy.wideman@mcgill.ca) for more information.  

 

If you have anything of interest, please send it in! sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca 

 

8) AECRP in the News 

 
More coverage of the Nature paper on which Gabriella is a co-author. 
 
Studyfinds.com, Ashely Pepprielli, “New study uncovers how ketamine triggers 
antidepressant effect in the brain”, 09 Jan 2021 
 
 
 
If you have anything of interest, please send it in! sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca 

 

https://www.painresearchforum.org/members/jobs/151595-postdoctoral-fellowship
mailto:luda.diatchenko@mcgill.ca
https://ca.linkedin.com/jobs/view/research-associate-at-mcgill-university-2322520482?refId=82026f8a-2c88-4f57-b0ce-738879094b6e&trk=public_jobs_topcard_title
https://www.mcgill.ca/spot/timothy-h-wideman
https://www.painresearchforum.org/members/funding-opportunities/157017-scholarship-pain-research
mailto:timothy.wideman@mcgill.ca
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca
https://www.studyfinds.org/ketamine-triggers-antidepressant-brain/
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca


 

9) Recent Publications  
 
Association between sleep bruxism and stress symptoms in adults: A systematic review 
and meta-analysis 
Helena Polmann, Jéssica Conti Réus, Carla Massignan, Junia Serranegra, Bruce Dick, 
Carlos Flores-Mir, Gilles Lavigne, Graziela De Luca Canto 
J Oral Rehabil. 2020 Dec 30. 
 
A neuroimaging biomarker for sustained experimental and clinical pain. 
Lee JJ, Kim HJ, Čeko M, Park BY, Lee SA, Park H, Roy M, Kim SG, Wager TD, Woo 
CW. 
Nat Med. 2021 Jan 4. 
 
Opioid and non-opioid pain relief after an emergency department acute pain visit 
Raoul Daoust, Jean Paquet, Alexis Cournoyer, Éric Piette, Judy Morris, Justine Lessard, 
Véronique Castonguay, Gilles Lavigne, Vérilibe Huard & Jean-Marc Chauny  
Can J Emerg Med (2021) 
 
 
If you have anything of interest, please send it in! sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca 

 If you are alumni and would no longer like to receive AECRP emails, please email Ana Maria at 
sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca from the subscribed email account with the subject line  

To be included in this newsletter, please send announcements to sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca by 
Monday 12PM. 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33377534/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33377534/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33398159/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s43678-020-00041-3
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca


 

 

If you have something you'd like to submit to our future newsletter, please send 

your request to Ana Maria at sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca by Mondays at noon.  

 

Table of Contents 

  

1. Special Updates 

2. Journal Club  

3. Frontiers in Pain  

4. Other Lectures of Interest 

5. Upcoming Student Seminars 

6. Upcoming Events 

7. Career/Job Opportunities 

8. Pain in the News 

9. Recent Publications 

 

Upcoming: 

 

25th Annual McGill Pain Day   

January 21st 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

1) Special Update 

 

25th Annual McGill Pain Day: 

 

When:   January 21st. 2021 
 
Where:   ONLINE!! 
 
Guest Lecturer:  Robert Dworkin PhD. 
   Professor of Anesthesiology and  
   Perioperative Medicine,  
   University of Rochester Medical Centre. 
 

See Attached Poster! 

 
 
 

mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca
https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/people/23059177-robert-h-dworkin


 

 

QPRN Pilot Project Competition 

 

This program is intended as a springboard to initiate and promote an innovative, non-

funded research component, which is not part of the member’s regular scientific program. 

Through this program, the scientist will be able to verify the feasibility of an innovative 

concept and gather preliminary data that will allow them to submit a complete application 

to the major granting agencies. Applications must be submitted by Feb 26th, 2021. For 

more information and to apply, visit their website.  

 

CPS Early Career Investigator Research Grant Program. 

 

This grant providea operating funds for early career researchers who recently (within 5 

years) entered a faculty position at a Canadian academic institution (university or health 

centre). It supports operating costs, but not investigator salary, equipment purchases or 

indirect costs, and allows early career investigators to conduct pilot or preliminary 

research that can be used as the basis for a Tri-Council grant submission.  

 

Two one-year grants of $50,000 each are available: one in basic science and one in 

clinical science/translational science. For more information and to apply, visit their 

website. Applications are due on Feb 1st, 2021 

 

CPS eNews Winter 2021 

 

The next edition of the Canadian Pain Society’s eNews will be coming out in the near 

future. They have made an open request for the submission of articles (250-300 words 

max) for inclusion. If something new and exciting is happening in your lab, or if there is a 

pain-related activity that should be better known, why not submit? They must be sent to  

enews@canadianpainsociety.ca by MONDAY, JANUARY 18, 2021 11:59 EST. 

 

If you have anything of interest, please send it in! sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca 

 

 

 

 

 

https://qprn.ca/en/pilot-projects/
https://www.canadianpainsociety.ca/event-4093981
mailto:enews@canadianpainsociety.ca
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca


2) Journal Club 
 

Pain Centre Journal Club 

 

Thursdays 9:30-11:00 

Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89574842488 

 

Presenters should send their article to sec.paincenter@mcgill.ca the Monday before 

presenting 
 

 

 

Date  Presenting Lab 

January 28 Diatchenko 

February 11 Séguéla 

February 25 Roy 

March 11 Grant 

March 25 Trainees only – Haley Deamond 

April 8 AEPMU 

  

 
 

Paper Selection: 

 
Presenters are encouraged to select a recent, high-impact, pain-related paper that 
they find interesting! 

 
 

3) Frontiers in Pain Research 

 

2020-2021 SEMINARS 
 

 

DATE SPEAKER TITLE HOST 
LOCATION & 

TIME 

2020 

Feb 17 

A. Vania Apkarian, PhD  

Director Center for Translational 

Pain Research 

Director Center of Excellence for 

Chronic Pain 

Northwestern University, Feinberg 

School of Medicine 

TBA 

Etienne 

Vachon-

Presseau 

ZOOM: 

https://mcgill.zo

om.us/j/871800

38321   
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89574842488
mailto:sec.paincenter@mcgill.ca
https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/87180038321
https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/87180038321
https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/87180038321


4) Other Lectures of Interest 

 
AEPMU: 

 

 Pain Rounds, Now: Melzack Pain Lecture Series:  

 

Watch previous lectures here 

 

 

QPRN Lunch and Pain Speaker Program 

 

The QPRN has organized a monthly lecture series designed to bring the community 

closer together by sharing knowledge and experience. These lunch-and-pain-discussions 

will take place the last Friday of every month from 12-1PM. The presentations will be 

followed by a discussion period. The first such presentation will be given on Friday, 

January 29th, 2021, starting at 12 noon.  Visit this weblink for more information.  

 

 

5) Upcoming Student Seminars 

 

Pain Research Forum Virtual Correspondents Program 

 

The purpose of the PRF Correspondents program is to provide early-career pain 

investigators, including undergraduate students, graduate students, and postdoctoral 

researchers, with knowledge, skills and best practices needed to communicate science 

effectively to a wide range of pain researchers and to patients and the broader public. 

 

Applications are due not later than January 27th, 2021. For more information or to apply, 

visit their website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mcgill.ca/paincentre/cme-rounds-lectures
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc_pJnXBjjf-nxPqg4_NKtNpnYXauBftiaOH9enR4jVmnb-gg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://www.painresearchforum.org/news/blog/140686-iasp-pain-research-forum-virtual-correspondents-program


Senior Seminar announcement: 

 

 

Title of the 
seminar: 

"Spinal Cord Structural Plasticity in 
Neuropathic Pain" 

Date: Monday, January 25, 2021 at 12:00 PM 

Senior Seminar 
Speaker: 

Noosha Yousefpour – PhD Candidate 
Dr. Alfredo Ribeiro Da Silva’s Lab 

Q & A Session: 1:00 PM to 1:30 PM (Montreal) 

Join Zoom 
Meeting: 

https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/81901690389  

Meeting ID: 819 0169 0389 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

If you have anything of interest, please send it in! sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca 

 

 

6) Upcoming Events 

 

Canadian Arthritis Research Conference, Feb 16-17, 2021 

 

Their annual research meeting will be held online this year. If you register before January 

19th, there is an early bird rate. For more information or to register, visit their website. 

 

 

CPS Annual Meeting, April 28-30, 2021 

 

This year’s CPS annual meeting will be held virtually from April 28th to 30th, 2021. The 

meeting is organized as an online event. Keynote and Plenary lectures will be given by 

David Bennett, Oxford (Mary Ellen Jeans Keynote Lecture), Sarah Ross, Pittsburgh 

(Basic Science Plenary), and Sean Mackey, Stanford (Clinical Plenary). 

 

For more information or to register at the early bird rates, visit their website.  

 

 

2nd Provincial Symposium on Chronic Pain 

 

The organizing committee has just announced that a second conference will be held 

virtually on March 26, 2021. The conference will involve a series of panels, plenaries and 

https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/81901690389
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca
https://arthritis.ca/get-involved/participate/find-an-event-near-you/events/educational-events/nat/canadian-arthritis-research-conference-research-with-impact
https://www.canadianpainsociety.ca/event-4092807


small group sessions, that will appeal to a broad range of clinicians and researchers. If 

you would like to be kept informed, check out their website or subscribed to their 

newsletter.  

 

Effervescence Stars Contest 

 

Effervescence is an event that brings together researchers in the life sciences and health 

technology spheres who work in government, academia and industry. This year the event 

will be held virtually from March 15th to 17th, 2021.  

 

The Stars Contest is a program that is intended to recognize three young researchers 

working in Quebec who have distinguished themselves. Winners will be given, amongst 

other things, an opportunity to be featured at this virtual meeting, which attracts an 

international audience. The $1,000 cash prize would also be nice! 

 

Eligible candidates must be presently working in a research institution recognized by the 

FRQ, with no more than 10 years of service. They also need to have been involved with 

joint academic-industry research programs or launching startups.  

 

Application deadline is Jan 25th, 2021 at 5pm local time.  

 

For more information about the meeting, visit their website. For more information about 

the Stars Contest, read the posted PDF on the subject here.  

 

If you have anything of interest, please send it in! sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca 

 

7) Career/Job Opportunities 
 

Post-doctoral position - Diatchenko Lab 

 

Luda Diatchenko’s lab is looking for a new PDF to carry out experiments studying the 

genetic mechanisms of the immune systems contribution to pain state development and 

persistence. This person will design and execute experiments studying the functional 

molecular biology of pain-relevant genes and pathways, including measuring transcript 

and protein expression, in vitro cellular functionality assays and animal behavior 

experiments.  For more information about the position, consult its posting on the Pain 

Research Forum website. 

 

If you are interested in applying, contact Luda (luda.diatchenko@mcgill.ca). 

 

https://mailchi.mp/9febcaa2edbc/time-to-submit-your-poster-register-to-the-conference-32121?e=6d0a669d39
http://colloquedouleur.org/
https://effervescencemtl.com/en/
https://effervescencemtl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/effervescence-stars-contest-application.pdf
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca
https://www.painresearchforum.org/members/jobs/151595-postdoctoral-fellowship
mailto:luda.diatchenko@mcgill.ca


 

 

Research Associate – Diatchenko & Grant Labs 

 

Luda and Audrey are jointly hiring a Research Assistant or Research Associate 

(depending on the qualifications of the candidate) in the Faculty of Dentistry at McGill 

University for a 1-year contract. This research opportunity is focused on applying 

statistical genomics approaches directed towards chronic pain development, conditions 

featuring chronic pain, and pain sensitivity. 

 

For more information on the position, check out its LinkedIn post.  

 

Graduate and PDF positions available – Wideman Lab 

 

Tim Wideman has advised us that he is looking to expand his lab with either graduate 

students or postdoctoral fellows. The positions are available in Theme 2 (Pain education 

for health professionals) and Theme 3 (Person-centred approaches to pain management) 

in his research program. If you are interested, consult the posting on the Pain Research 

Forum website or contact Tim (timothy.wideman@mcgill.ca) for more information.  

 

If you have anything of interest, please send it in! sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca 

 

8) AECRP in the News 

Jeff interviewed on social aspects of pain, commenting on a new study from 
Stanford.  
 
Sciencenews.org, Carolyn Wilke, “Mice may ‘catch’ each other’s pain – and relief”, 12 Jan 
2021,  
 
This piece is basically a re-working of the Science News article, but Jeff is 
mentioned once more. 
 
News18.com, “Mice can mirror pain, fear and emotions of each other through social 
contact, says study”, 15 Jan 2021 
 
If you have anything of interest, please send it in! sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca 

 

https://ca.linkedin.com/jobs/view/research-associate-at-mcgill-university-2322520482?refId=82026f8a-2c88-4f57-b0ce-738879094b6e&trk=public_jobs_topcard_title
https://www.mcgill.ca/spot/timothy-h-wideman
https://www.painresearchforum.org/members/funding-opportunities/157017-scholarship-pain-research
mailto:timothy.wideman@mcgill.ca
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca
https://www.sciencenews.org/article/neuroscience-mice-may-catch-each-others-pain-relief-contagious
https://www.news18.com/news/buzz/mice-can-mirror-pain-fear-and-emotions-of-each-other-through-social-contact-says-study-3295655.html
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca


 

9) Recent Publications  
 
Chronic generalized pain disrupts whole brain functional connectivity in mice. 
Nasseef MT, Ma W, Singh JP, Dozono N, Lançon K, Séguéla P, Darcq E, Ueda H, 
Kieffer BL. 
Brain Imaging Behav. 2021 Jan 11 
 
Within-session test-retest reliability of pressure pain threshold and mechanical temporal 
summation in healthy subjects. 
Mailloux C, Beaulieu LD, Wideman TH, Massé-Alarie H. 
PLoS One. 2021 Jan 12;16(1):e0245278. 
 
MicroRNA-19b predicts widespread pain and posttraumatic stress symptom risk in a sex-
dependent manner following trauma exposure. 
Linnstaedt SD, Rueckeis CA, Riker KD, Pan Y, Wu A, Yu S, Wanstrath B, Gonzalez M, 
Harmon E, Green P, Chen CV, King T, Lewandowski C, Hendry PL, Pearson C, Kurz MC, 
Datner E, Velilla MA, Domeier R, Liberzon I, Mogil JS, Levine J, McLean SA. 
Pain. 2020 Jan;161(1):47-60. 
 
If you have anything of interest, please send it in! sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca 

 If you are alumni and would no longer like to receive AECRP emails, please email Ana Maria at 
sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca from the subscribed email account with the subject line  

To be included in this newsletter, please send announcements to sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca by 
Monday 12PM. 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33428113/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33434233/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33434233/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31569141/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31569141/
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca


 

 

If you have something you'd like to submit to our future newsletter, please send 

your request to Ana Maria at sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca by Mondays at noon.  

 

Table of Contents 

  

1. Special Updates 

2. Journal Club  

3. Frontiers in Pain  

4. Other Lectures of Interest 

5. Upcoming Student Seminars 

6. Upcoming Events 

7. Career/Job Opportunities 

8. Pain in the News 

9. Recent Publications 

 

Upcoming: 

 

 Melzack Pain Lecture Series: 

Jan 27th.  

 Journal Club: February 11th.  

 Frontiers in Pain: Feb 17th 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

1) Special Update 

 

 

Canadian Pain Task Force Zoom Conference 

 

The Canadian Pain Task Force: Hope for All! conference will take place on Monday 25 

January 2021 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  The guest speakers are Manon Choinière, 

Gilles Lavigne and Jacques Laliberté. The conference will last 45 minutes and will be 

followed by a 15 minute question period.  

 

To register for the conference, click HERE. 

 

 

mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca
https://qprn.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16e784389f908f507fed60a6b&id=a873cdc889&e=f7cf092e04


 

 

QPRN Pilot Project Competition 

 

This program is intended as a springboard to initiate and promote an innovative, non-

funded research component, which is not part of the member’s regular scientific program. 

Through this program, the scientist will be able to verify the feasibility of an innovative 

concept and gather preliminary data that will allow them to submit a complete application 

to the major granting agencies. Applications must be submitted by Feb 26th, 2021. For 

more information and to apply, visit their website.  

 

CPS Early Career Investigator Research Grant Program. 

 

This grant providea operating funds for early career researchers who recently (within 5 

years) entered a faculty position at a Canadian academic institution (university or health 

centre). It supports operating costs, but not investigator salary, equipment purchases or 

indirect costs, and allows early career investigators to conduct pilot or preliminary 

research that can be used as the basis for a Tri-Council grant submission.  

 

Two one-year grants of $50,000 each are available: one in basic science and one in 

clinical science/translational science. For more information and to apply, visit their 

website. Applications are due on Feb 1st, 2021 

 

IASP Global Year about Back Pain 

 

With the hope of identifying barriers and solutions for improving back pain, this year's 

theme aims to provide useful, practical, and relevant resources to assist a worldwide 

community in approaching the prevention and treatment of back pain.  For more 

information about this IASP initiative or to get involved, visit their website.  

 

 

If you have anything of interest, please send it in! sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca 

 

 

 

 

 

https://qprn.ca/en/pilot-projects/
https://www.canadianpainsociety.ca/event-4093981
https://www.iasp-pain.org/GlobalYear?navItemNumber=580
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca


2) Journal Club 
 

Pain Centre Journal Club 

 

Thursdays 9:30-11:00 

Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89574842488 

 

Presenters should send their article to sec.paincenter@mcgill.ca the Monday before 

presenting 
 

 

 

Date  Presenting Lab 

January 28 Diatchenko 

February 11 Séguéla 

February 25 Roy 

March 11 Grant 

March 25 Trainees only – Haley Deamond 

April 8 AEPMU 

  

 
 

Paper Selection: 

 
Presenters are encouraged to select a recent, high-impact, pain-related paper that 
they find interesting! 

 
 

3) Frontiers in Pain Research 

 

2020-2021 SEMINARS 
 

DATE SPEAKER TITLE HOST 
LOCATION & 

TIME 

2020 

Feb 17 

A. Vania Apkarian, PhD  

Director Center for Translational 

Pain Research 

Director Center of Excellence for 

Chronic Pain 

Northwestern University, Feinberg 

School of Medicine 

TBA 

Etienne 

Vachon-

Presseau 

ZOOM: 

https://mcgill.zo

om.us/j/871800

38321   
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89574842488
mailto:sec.paincenter@mcgill.ca
https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/87180038321
https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/87180038321
https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/87180038321


 

4) Other Lectures of Interest 

 
AEPMU: 

 

 Melzack Pain Lecture Series - "You are not Alone - The Chronic Pain Peer 

Mentorship Program" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           27Jan2021- 16:00 to17:00 
 

The Chronic Pain Peer Mentorship Program at the Alan Edwards Pain Management 

Unit is a new and innovative peer-based and volunteer-driven program that is 

delivered by patients trained to be Peer Mentors. 

 

This program is designed to help patients and their family members connect with peer 

mentors who have lived experience with chronic pain. Through the mentor’s guidance, 

support, workshops, and resources, patients will learn various ways to improve their 

quality of life, despite persisting pain. 

 

Register for this talk here: 

  

https://mcgill.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAvceCurzspGtKAr-yv0KZDtftEMbQp72Pg  

 

Watch previous lectures here 

 

QPRN Lunch and Pain Speaker Program 

 

The QPRN has organized a monthly lecture series designed to bring the community 

closer together by sharing knowledge and experience. These lunch-and-pain-discussions 

will take place the last Friday of every month from 12-1PM. The presentations will be 

https://mcgill.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAvceCurzspGtKAr-yv0KZDtftEMbQp72Pg
https://www.mcgill.ca/paincentre/cme-rounds-lectures


followed by a discussion period. The first such presentation will be given on Friday, 

January 29th, 2021, starting at 12 noon.  Visit this weblink for more information.  

 
IASP Pain Research Forum Seminar 

 

The PRF will be holding an online seminar on the subject of “Pain Education for People 

with Low Back Pain: Whare are we heading?” on Wednesday, Jan 27th, 2021, The 

speakers are from Australia, and so in local terms the meeting will be from 6-7 pm local 

time. For more information and to register, visit their website.  

 

 

5) Upcoming Student Seminars 

 

Pain Research Forum Virtual Correspondents Program 

 

The purpose of the PRF Correspondents program is to provide early-career pain 

investigators, including undergraduate students, graduate students, and postdoctoral 

researchers, with knowledge, skills and best practices needed to communicate science 

effectively to a wide range of pain researchers and to patients and the broader public. 

 

Applications are due not later than January 27th, 2021. For more information or to apply, 

visit their website.  

 

 

If you have anything of interest, please send it in! sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca 

 

 

6) Upcoming Events 

 

IASP Virtual Series on Pain & Expo 

 

The next IASP virtual talk series will be on Thursday, Jan 28th, 2021. There are a wide-

array of topics being presented during this day-long event, so check them out!  

 

 

Canadian Arthritis Research Conference, Feb 16-17, 2021 

 

Their annual research meeting will be held online this year. For more information or to 

register, visit their website. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc_pJnXBjjf-nxPqg4_NKtNpnYXauBftiaOH9enR4jVmnb-gg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://www.painresearchforum.org/forums/webinar/159967-iasp-prf-seminar-%E2%80%93-pain-education-people-low-back-pain-where-are-we-heading
https://www.painresearchforum.org/news/blog/140686-iasp-pain-research-forum-virtual-correspondents-program
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca
https://www.eventscribe.com/2020/IASP-Virtual-Series-on-Pain/agenda.asp?startdate=1/28/2021&enddate=1/28/2021&BCFO=&pfp=BrowsebyMonth?pfp=BrowsebyMonth&tn=&cpf2=&cus2=&pta=
https://arthritis.ca/get-involved/participate/find-an-event-near-you/events/educational-events/nat/canadian-arthritis-research-conference-research-with-impact


 

CPS Annual Meeting, April 28-30, 2021 

 

This year’s CPS annual meeting will be held virtually from April 28th to 30th, 2021. The 

meeting is organized as an online event. Keynote and Plenary lectures will be given by 

David Bennett, Oxford (Mary Ellen Jeans Keynote Lecture), Sarah Ross, Pittsburgh 

(Basic Science Plenary), and Sean Mackey, Stanford (Clinical Plenary). 

 

For more information or to register at the early bird rates, visit their website.  

 

 

2nd Provincial Symposium on Chronic Pain 

 

The organizing committee has just announced that a second conference will be held 

virtually on March 26, 2021. The conference will involve a series of panels, plenaries and 

small group sessions, that will appeal to a broad range of clinicians and researchers. If 

you would like to be kept informed, check out their website or subscribed to their 

newsletter.  

 

Effervescence Stars Contest 

 

Effervescence is an event that brings together researchers in the life sciences and health 

technology spheres who work in government, academia and industry. This year the event 

will be held virtually from March 15th to 17th, 2021.  

 

The Stars Contest is a program that is intended to recognize three young researchers 

working in Quebec who have distinguished themselves. Winners will be given, amongst 

other things, an opportunity to be featured at this virtual meeting, which attracts an 

international audience. The $1,000 cash prize would also be nice! 

 

Eligible candidates must be presently working in a research institution recognized by the 

FRQ, with no more than 10 years of service. They also need to have been involved with 

joint academic-industry research programs or launching startups.  

 

Application deadline is Jan 25th, 2021 at 5pm local time.  

 

For more information about the meeting, visit their website. For more information about 

the Stars Contest, read the posted PDF on the subject here.  

 

If you have anything of interest, please send it in! sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca 

https://www.canadianpainsociety.ca/event-4092807
https://mailchi.mp/9febcaa2edbc/time-to-submit-your-poster-register-to-the-conference-32121?e=6d0a669d39
http://colloquedouleur.org/
https://effervescencemtl.com/en/
https://effervescencemtl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/effervescence-stars-contest-application.pdf
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca


7) Career/Job Opportunities 
 

Post-doctoral position - Diatchenko Lab 

 

Luda Diatchenko’s lab is looking for a new PDF to carry out experiments studying the 

genetic mechanisms of the immune systems contribution to pain state development and 

persistence. This person will design and execute experiments studying the functional 

molecular biology of pain-relevant genes and pathways, including measuring transcript 

and protein expression, in vitro cellular functionality assays and animal behavior 

experiments.  For more information about the position, consult its posting on the Pain 

Research Forum website. 

 

If you are interested in applying, contact Luda (luda.diatchenko@mcgill.ca). 

 

 

Research Associate – Diatchenko & Grant Labs 

 

Luda and Audrey are jointly hiring a Research Assistant or Research Associate 

(depending on the qualifications of the candidate) in the Faculty of Dentistry at McGill 

University for a 1-year contract. This research opportunity is focused on applying 

statistical genomics approaches directed towards chronic pain development, conditions 

featuring chronic pain, and pain sensitivity. 

 

For more information on the position, check out its LinkedIn post.  

 

Graduate and PDF positions available – Wideman Lab 

 

Tim Wideman has advised us that he is looking to expand his lab with either graduate 

students or postdoctoral fellows. The positions are available in Theme 2 (Pain education 

for health professionals) and Theme 3 (Person-centred approaches to pain management) 

in his research program. If you are interested, consult the posting on the Pain Research 

Forum website or contact Tim (timothy.wideman@mcgill.ca) for more information.  

 

If you have anything of interest, please send it in! sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca 

 

 
 

 

https://www.painresearchforum.org/members/jobs/151595-postdoctoral-fellowship
mailto:luda.diatchenko@mcgill.ca
https://ca.linkedin.com/jobs/view/research-associate-at-mcgill-university-2322520482?refId=82026f8a-2c88-4f57-b0ce-738879094b6e&trk=public_jobs_topcard_title
https://www.mcgill.ca/spot/timothy-h-wideman
https://www.painresearchforum.org/members/funding-opportunities/157017-scholarship-pain-research
mailto:timothy.wideman@mcgill.ca
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca


 
 

8) AECRP in the News 

 
The Nature paper on ketamine and depression, with which Gabriella was involved, 
is in the news once again. 
 
McGill Tribune, Shelby Deegan, “New research on ketamine may lead to novel treatments 
for depression,” 19 Jan 20201 
 
If you have anything of interest, please send it in! sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca 

 

 

9) Recent Publications  
 
NK cell recruitment limits tissue damage during an enteric helminth infection. 
Gentile ME, Li Y, Robertson A, Shah K, Fontes G, Kaufmann E, Polese B, Khan N, Parisien 
M, Munter HM, Mandl JN, Diatchenko L, Divangahi M, King IL. 
Mucosal Immunol. 2020 Mar;13(2):357-370. 
 
Optimizing management of low back pain through the pain and disability drivers 
management model: A feasibility trial. 
Longtin C, Décary S, Cook CE, Martel MO, Lafrenaye S, Carlesso LC, Naye F, Tousignant-
Laflamme Y. 
PLoS One. 2021 Jan 20;16(1):e0245689. 
 
If you have anything of interest, please send it in! sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca 

 

 

If you are alumni and would no longer like to receive AECRP emails, please email Ana Maria at 
sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca from the subscribed email account with the subject line  

To be included in this newsletter, please send announcements to sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca by 
Monday 12PM. 

http://www.mcgilltribune.com/sci-tech/ketamine-research-points-to-new-treatment-for-depression-01192021/
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31776431/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33471827/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33471827/
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca
mailto:sec.paincentre@mcgill.ca

