
This presentation represents preliminary research 
conducted through the Arts Research Internship 
Awards program. The project is yet to be published, 
and is currently ongoing. Therefore, conclusions 
have yet to be drawn.

Looking forward, as an undergraduate student this 
internship provided me with a valuable depth of 
experience in the research field, and I look forward 
to continuing to build on this project. 
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Understanding Critical AI Studies Imagining the Story from Varying Perspectives

Was the ”AI Boom” that occurred in 
Montreal as rapid of a process as it 
appeared? Or were there other forces 
contributing to the slow development of the 
industry? Can the story of artificial 
intelligence in Montreal be told from a 
variety of perspectives?

Research Question

I am incredibly grateful to Professor Jonathan Sterne for his 
supervision and guidance, and to the Arts Internship Awards 
for their generosity in funding my internship. I also want to 
recognize Yuan Stevens, another contributing author, for her 
commitment and support in this role. I also want to thank the 
Arts Internship Office for their support during the ARIA 
process. Consultations were also held with Alessandra Renzi, 
Fenwick McKelvey, Nick Gertler and Ana Brandusescu.

Conclusion and Looking Forward
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Before commencing individual research on
Montreal as a “hub” for artificial intelligence (AI) 
development, general research on the development 
of the discipline of critical AI studies was 
conducted. Atlas of AI written by Kate Crawford 
(2021) was read. This was done in order to develop 
an overarching vantage point that encourages the 
study of artificial intelligence through a critical lens. 

As a result, this research was conducted with an 
emphasis on understanding systemic influences 
behind seemingly rapid artificial intelligence 
development, in order to examine how past systems 
and practices potentially impacted populations both 
within and outside of the industry. This viewpoint 
therefore also emphasizes visioning through an 
interconnected mindset, and examining where 
systems intersect and impact one another in the 
development of the artificial intelligence industry, 
specifically focusing on actions in the Montreal 
landscape.
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Research methods involved analyzing different news 
outlets, scholarly publications, press releases, and 
other forms of media in order to contextualize 
events that may have contributed to the growth of 
the artificial intelligence industry in Montreal. The 
information gathered from these sources were then 
compiled into a digital timeline, which will be 
published alongside a written piece of work.
In conducting research using this method,  the 
objective was to amalgamate information from a 
variety of scholarly and non-scholarly sources. This 
was a chosen method in order to develop a timeline 
with multiple different stories, so that a well 
rounded explanation could be developed. By 
combining traditional research methods with 
interactive digital displays, this research represents a 
contemporary method of study representative of the 
rapidly changing technological sphere.
There are numerous sources from this research, which can be seen in the 
final published work (yet to be released)

As an undergraduate student entering the research 
field, research in communication studies taught me:
• To examine structures of power critically, 

especially when looking into technological 
advancement

• To collaborate with other scholars with similar
research interests

• That different sources provide important 
information, and compiling information from
different sources will create well-rounded research


