Poetry as a Mathematical Language

Inflnltg or Sublime? ByEve-Marie Marceau

How can words be transferred in
a mathematical language as to
construct a model for evoking
the sublime in a poem?

Introduction

Marie Uguay, a modern French-
Canadian poet suggested that fragmented
language could open on an “[infinity of
discoveries]”. The focus of this research
is the interpretative process of poetry,
aiming to explore the limits of modelling
and how part of the qualitative experience
remains irreducible.
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Method

The research is conducted in an interdisciplinary
space as part of the Building 21 BLUE fellowship.
In collaboration with a PhD colleague in
mathematical logic. Through a creative process
involving many discussions and readings, we
explored concepts such as Category theory, Graph
theory and pathfinding, quasi-isometry and
essential singularity in intersection with various
linguistic theories.
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always
changing. And
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—they’re using
language to cast
new meaning”
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Why it matters

“the sublime object looks powerful. And we
can get a rewarding sense of that power
despite not having become more practically
powerful in any way . aom cochrane:

“The “mathematically sublime” is that which cannot
be captured in full in our imagination, but about which
we can nonetheless reason, like infinitude itself. The
“dynamically sublime” is that which looks to have
total power over us — like a massive storm or other
monstrous aspects of nature [..]. In each, we feel
pleased that our minds can overcome limitations.”

(Antonia Peacocke)

Results
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