
      

 

Celebratory Launch of the McGill Global Oncology Program  
 

The Gerald Bronfman Department of Oncology is committed to developing a thriving global 

oncology program within McGill to foster partnerships between our university and other 

institutions internationally, particularly in low- and middle-income countries, with the goal of 

enhancing collaborative initiatives in cancer research, teaching/training, service, and 

policymaking. 

 

In mid-2020, after consultation with the direction of the new School of Population and Global 

Health at McGill, the Department established a Global Oncology Task Force under the leadership 

of Dr. Tarek Hijal, to start building the program. Task Force members included a broad range of 

cancer-related specialties including medical oncology, radiation oncology, surgical oncology, 

pediatric hematology-oncology, cancer genetics, cancer epidemiology, psychosocial oncology, 

and basic cancer research. As an additional step in establishing a formal global oncology footprint 

at McGill, the Global Oncology Task Force created the 3-credit graduate level course, Seminars in 

Global Oncology (ONCO 645), which began in January 2022. This course is incorporated in the 

Gerald Bronfman Department of Oncology’s Graduate Diploma in Oncology which includes 

population and global cancer control as one of the areas of focus.  

 

As of January 1, 2022, the Task Force became a standing Program in the Department under the 

leadership of Professor Argerie Tsimicalis. A list of the Program members can be found at the 

following link: https://www.mcgill.ca/oncology/interunit-programs/global-oncology-program. 

As part of McGill Global Health Week (a McGill Bicentennial event), a Celebratory Launch of the 

Global Oncology Program was held on May 18, 2022, from 1:30 – 3:00 pm at the Faculty Club and 

was simultaneously broadcast on YouTube.  

 

Professor Eduardo Franco, Chair of the Gerald Bronfman Department of Oncology, gave the 

opening remarks, describing the history of the creation of the Global Oncology Program and its 

endeavours. Professor Argerie Tsimicalis, Program Director, continued with an overview of the 

program including its goals and membership, as well as the global partnerships and 

accomplishments of its members.  Dr. Antoine Loutfi, a surgical oncologist, presented a talk 

entitled Lessons learned from my experiences as a surgeon, health care planner and 

administrator. Dr. Loutfi discussed his experience working in low- and middle-income countries 

and the challenges that were faced in delivering cancer care. In addition, he talked about the 

lessons learned in developing a cancer plan during his time as the Director of the Quebec Cancer 
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Program of the Ministère de la Santé et des Services sociaux. Professor Ivan Topisirovic and 

Professor Sonia del Rincon presented their basic science projects which involve international 

collaborations. Their joint presentation was entitled Towards elucidating the role of mRNA 

translation in cancer via global cooperation. Professor Topisirovic’s talk focused on the 

dysregulation of mRNA translation and energy metabolism in cancer, his work on gene expression 

and metabolome analysis and how this research was facilitated through collaborations with 

researchers in Sweden and Brazil. Professor del Rincon’s presentation focused on her work on 

MNK1/2 expression and its effect on the tumour immune microenvironment. Professor Zeev 

Rosberger, whose research discipline is psychosocial oncology, presented A novel integrated 

approach to the control of cervical cancer and female genital schistosomiasis in Sub-Saharan 

Africa. He described his collaborative work with the non-governmental organization, HPV Global 

Action, researchers at NCI-US and the University of Oslo, as well as the Eswatini Government 

Ministry of Health to integrate screening and treatment of human papillomavirus and female 

genital schistosomiasis-related cervical lesions in Eswatini (formerly Swaziland). Professor Franco 

gave an overview of the Department’s Graduate Diploma in Oncology and then presented in 

detail, Seminars in Global Oncology (ONCO 645) which he coordinates, and which was offered for 

the first time in the 2022 winter term.  Dr. Annie Leung, a gynecologic oncologist, presented 

Cervical Cancer Elimination: From Novel Biomarkers to Outreach and Education. Dr. Leung 

discussed her research projects looking at new methods for screening for cervical cancer as well 

as her upcoming collaborative work to improve cervical cancer screening in Inuit women of 

Nunavik. Dr. Ipshita Prakash was unable to attend in person, but provided a pre-recorded video 

of her presentation, The Global Breast Cancer Initiative. Dr. Prakash explained that in low- and 

middle-income countries the incidence of breast cancer is lower compared to high income 

countries, but it is more often found at advanced stage of the disease and at younger age of 

diagnosis. There is a lack of diagnosis and treatment as well as barriers to access in low- and 

middle-income countries. The Global Breast Cancer Initiative aims to address these issues. The 

session ended with concluding remarks by Dr. Charles Larson, Interim Director of Global Health 

Programs at McGill, and then a celebratory champagne toast led by Dr. Franco.  
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Professor Eduardo Franco presenting a history of the Global Oncology Program  
 

 
Professor Argerie Tsimicalis presenting an overview of the Global Oncology Program 
 
 

 
Dr. Antoine Loutfi presenting issues in low- and middle-income countries regarding cancer care 
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Professors Ivan Topisirovic and Sonia del Rincon presenting basic science research projects 
involving global collaborations 
 

 
Professor Zeev Rosberger presenting his global collaborative work on cervical cancer and 
schistosomiasis in Sub-Saharan Africa 
 

 
Professor Eduardo Franco presenting on the Graduate Diploma in Oncology and Seminars in 
Global Oncology (ONCO 645) 
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Dr. Annie Leung presenting on the challenges of cervical cancer screening 
 

 
Dr. Ipshita Prakash presenting on the Global Breast Cancer Initiative 
 

 
Dr. Charles Larson giving the closing remarks 


